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ein HIS Regifter, being the Firft for the Year 
on Ved 1727, -thall begin with a fhort Recapitula- 
CY m) tion of the moft material Events that hap- 
ae Te ‘awe during the Courfe of the Year 
' “ae 3726. 






A: Recapitulation of the chief Events of 1726. 


F ever Alliances were made in this World prepara- 

tory toa Rupture, fuch may thofe be call’d that have 
been ‘made within a fhort Time paft. The Parties 
therein concern’d, declar'd, They had no other View 
but'to maintain ‘the Peace ; and yet, look where we 
would, we f{carce faw any Thing but Preparations for 
War. The Year 1725 left us in total Sufpenfe what 
all “thofe Preparations would come to; but the Year 
that is now expired, has almoft let us into the Secret, 
and would infallibly have made us Mafter of it, if a 
King,’ who from his own Cabinet, views what is doing 
in the‘Cabinets of other Kings, had not taken proper 
Meafures' in’ Time to ptevent the Effect. Therefore 
the General Tranquillity was in Danger, while repeated 
Affiirances were given, there was no other Defizn on 
foot ‘but to preferve it. The Language was the fame 
every where, and‘all Alliances feem’d to have one and 
the fame View. Méan'time, while there was fo great 
a clafhing of Interefts, it could not be etherwife, but 
while fome were fincere, others muft be deceitful. This 
could only be judged of by the Event, and this, the 
Year 1726,. has difcover'd to us,. 
Sree | & I. The 
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z. 

. The Treaties of Vienna and Hanover, concluded Jas it 
were out of an Emulation the Year before, gave Mo- 
tion to all the others, and form’d two Parties continu< 
ally watching one another: Each Side thought itfelf 
under an Obligation:to fortify itfelf by particular Al- 
liances, and vy’d which fhould make the moft advan- 
tageous, or the moft fpecious Offers to draw in more 
Powers to its Party. For this end, the Emperor, as 
the Primum Mobile, fends Minifters into Ruffia, Sweden, 
and Denmark. He prevents the two firft Powers, by ac- 
ceding of his own Accord tothe Treaty of Peace con- 
cluded between them in 1722, and ‘to their particular 
Alliance made at Stockholm in 1724. All Europe is 
watchful of the Confequences of a Step fo little ex- 
pected. Sweden wonders what could be the Motives of 
this fudden Accefion of the Court of Vienna, after the 
had fo long defived it in vain. She ponders with her- 
felf, whether fhe is oblig’d for it tothe Senfe which 
that Court has of its own State, or to the Invitation 
made to Sweden by the contracting Powers engag’d in the 
Treaty of Hanover ; and to this Uncertainty ’tis owing 
that we ftill wait for the Swedes Refolution. Denmark 
has not made a formal Acceffion, but makes no Scruple 
to aét in Concert with the Allies of Hanover. Ruffias 
after having remain’d a long Time undetermin’d, or 
defigning rather to leave the World in doubt of its 
League with the Court of Vienna, did not declare itfelf 
"till the Month of Auguft, by a Treaty fign’d on the.6th 
of that Month; the View of which, as is therein ex- 
preffed, is, That the Peace happily eftablifh'd in Europe 
may be prefern’d and maintain’d. °Tis therein declar’d, 
that the King of Spain will accede to this Treaty, and 
"tis agreed to invite the King and Republick of Poland 
into it. A reciprocal Guaranty is therein promifed 
of all the Dominions and Provinces poffeffed by the 
contrafting Parties. The mutual Succours to. be fur- 
nifhed in due Time and Place are therein ftipulated, 
and there’s an Engagement to aét in Concert againft thofe 
who fhall moleft the Parties in their Poffeffions, So far 
the Cafe is much the fame, andthe Treaty of Hanover 
is drawn up almoft in the as Terms. 

I, , 

But upon what Footing do the Courts of Vienna and 
Ruffia engage to maintain the Peace happily eftablithed 
ig Europe? Let us judge of it by the Sequel of ros 
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faid Treaty : ‘Tis by obliging themfelves to do what 
© the Duke of Sle/wick Holftein defires, and by execu- 
© ting a particular Convention made thereupon between 
© the contraéting Powers, which fhall be deemed as in- 
© fected in the prefent Treaty.’ This Paflage is ex- 
plained by the Secret Article of the Treaty of Stock- 
holm, which concerns the Reftitution of S/e/wick to the 
Duke of Ho/ftein. Now, if we follow the Plan formed 
a long Time fince in Rufia in favour of this Prince, 
whom the late Emperor had united to his Blood, we 
fhall fee that the Emprefs a&ts upon the fame Princi- 

les. This is what fhe declared even before her Ac- 
ceffion to the Treaty of Vienna, by her Anfwers to the 
Letter from the King of Great Britain, and to the King of 
Denmark’s Memorial on the Subjes&t of her Armament, 
viz. © That according to the Example of the late Em- 
© peror her Husband, the was refolved to put herfelf 
* ina Capacity to give her Allies the neceffary Suc- 
© cours, and to perform the Engagements into which 
© fhe was entered with them.” From hence that Ar- 
mament of a formidable Fleet which feemed to threaten 
all the neighbouring Countries in the Baltick. So much 
for what relates to Ruffia. 

Til. 

On what Footing does the Emperor propofe to main- 
tain the Peace fo happily eflablifhed in Europe? Why, 
on the foot of preferving 4 Trading Company, whofe 
Eftablifhment itfelf is a Violation of the moft folemn 
Treaties of Peace; on the footing of certain Stipula- 
tions which proclaim the moft extenlive Views to draw 
this Commerce into the Auftrian Netherlands; on the 
foot of affifting other Powers to revive obfolete Preten- 
fions, to renew Rights which have paffed into other 
Hands, . and to diveft other Rights, the Poffeflion of 
which is guaranty’d to them by pofterior Treaties ; on 
the footing, to fpeak more clearly, of procuring to the 
Duke of Holftein the Recovery of a Dutchy poffeffed 
by the King of Denmark, and to the King of Spain, Gi- 
braltar and Port Mahon, poffeffed by the King of Great 
Britain. For this purpofe, as many Princes and States 
as poflible are drawn into his Party. All the Electors of 
the Empire are follicited to come into it: And not 
content with engaging the Powers of the fame Commu- 
nion in it, Attempts are made to draw in thofe of a 
different Communion. No Offers are wanting to dazzle 
the Eyesof Sweden, nor is any ne {pared to 
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h 
a powerful Republick, whofe Suffrage is always of great Q 
gi 
tk 
c 





Weight in the Balance of Europe. Infinuations, Ca- | 
reffes, Menaces, all are try’d: And fo much for the 
Court of Vienna. 
IV. 
Then as to Spain, on what Footing does fhe propofe 7 
to maintain the Peace happily eftablifhed in Europe ? - c 
On the foot of joyning all her Forces to thofe of the 7 
Emperor, in order. to revenge the leaft Difturbance, the (7 
Jeaft Moleftation, in the free Navigation of O/iend, as ~ 
an Infraftion of Treaties: On the foot of improving 7 
this Concert, this Refolution taken betwixt the two | 
Courts, to look upon as common Enemies all that are 
fo to his Imperial Majefty ; that is to fay, to treat as 
fuch all that fhajl oppofe this Commerce eftablifhed 
contrary to the Faith of Treaties: On the foot of fa- 
crificing to this Plan, thofe Terms on which the Em- 
peror was put in Poffeffion of the Netherlands: On the 
fuot of facrificing a Republick to it, which has ex- 
hautted itfelf for the Sake only of his Imperial Maje- 
jetty 3 or in Cafe the Republick was difpofed to confent 
to'a ruinous Accommodation ; on the foot of forcing it to 
ac-ept of a Mediation offered at the Sword’s Point, and 
in a Manner that is ufed only from a Sovereign to his 
Subjects. From hence thofe violent Parties form’d in 
Spain, which would inevitably have proceeded to Blows, 
had any Thing lefs offer’d to hinder it, than the paci- 
fick Temper of a truly religious King. 
During this, an Alteration happens at that Court in 
which all others are concern’d. The Minifter, who 
was the Depofitary of that Prince’s Power, and aH his 
Secrets, falls allon a fudden into Difgrace ; he takes 
Refuge with an Embaffador of a Foreign Power, from 
whence he is taken by Force, andclapp’d up in a Ca- 
ftle, but for what Crime no body knew. The other Mi- 
nifters, except that of Vienna, complain of it as a Vio- 
Jation of their Rights. The King of Spain himfelf | 
thinks it a Matter uf fuficient Importance for publith- 
inga Manifefto to juftify his Conduét. It was expetted 
that this Alteration would make a confiderable one in 
Affairs, but the Spanifh Miniftry ftill purfue the fame 
Plan. Six Months were not elapfed, but a fecond 
Change happens likewife to the Liking of the Impewial 
Empbaffador, and even the King’s Confeffor was dif- 
plac’d to make Room for his. This Minifter is the Sole 
Poffcfior of the moft entire Confidence of the King and 
Queen ; 
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Queen ; and fo complaifant are they, that they are only 
govern’d by his Views. By that means, the Union of 
§ the three Powers, the Empire, Rufia, and Spain, is be- 
come more ftriét, and almoft inviolable. 

Me 

All this. while, there was a conftant Talk of a Re- 
conciliation between France and Spain, upon Account of 
fending back the Infanta. The Court of Rome, at leait, 
*) labour’d it by their Nuncio’s at the two Courts; and it 
4, was thesia he in the greater forwardnefs, becaufe the 

> Office of Prime Minifter being at that Time fupprefs’d 

in France, this Alteration was look’d upon as a Satis< 

fa€tion given to Spain in the Perfon of the Prince who | 
had difguited her. But the King quickly explain’d him-’ 
felf to his Minifters at Foreign Courts, that it was not 

from any DiffatisfaGtion with the Duke of Sourdon that 

his Majefty did this. And in fhort, this young Mo- 

natch being already Great by his fine natural Parts, 

when he had an Inclination to take the Reins of Go- 

vernment into his cwn Hands, had no longer Occafion 

for a Brime Minifler; in which he aéted like his Great 

Grandfather Lewis XIV. whom he propofes in all Things 

for his Model. 

Another Thing made it be conjeftured that there 
would be an Accommodation betwixt France and Spain s 
And that was, the Emperor’s Complaifance in confent- 
ing te the Promotion of a Prelate to the Dignity of a 
Cardinal, whofe Councils were to aflift the young King 
in fupporting the Weight of Affairs. The Declaration 
fince made by the King in favour of the Conftitutions 
of Alexander VII. and Clement XI. which he requires 
to be regarded throughout the Extent of his Kingdom, 
and to be obferved as Laws equally binding both the 
Church and State, was looked upon as an Acknowledge- 
ment for that Promotion. But how much fever the 
Courts of Rome and Vienna might flatter themf{elves 
with hopes of detaching France by that Means from her 
Engagements with the Allies of Hanover, that fame Pre- 
late, who, they imagined, would break thofe Engage- 
ments, has only contributed to cement them the fafter, 
and at the fame Time that he declared to the Pope’s Nun- 
cio, that he had no Account to render him for what paf- 
fed in that refpeét, he gave Affurances to the Powers 
concerned, that the King would not depart from his 
Engagements. 





VI. The 
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VI. 

The King of Great Britain, that Monarch who weighs 
the Interefts of all Europe’ in the Balance of Equity, 
knew it well; his own Penetration made him Matter 
of the vaft Defigns of thofe three Powers; he deter- 
mined to prevent them, and for HIM to propofe and 
execute is but one and the fame Thing. He faw a for- 
midable Navy in the North, threatning to cover the 

, whole Baltick Sea, and to ditturb the Neighbouring 
States; but he only ftretched out his Arm, and this 
Flect being pent up in its Harbours, lay without any 
Motion, as if it had been becalmed by Inchantment. 
He looked towards the South, and there he faw another 
Power fitting out Ships, muking confiderable Levies, 
and only waiting for the Arrival of his Treafure from 
the Weft, to put his Allies in Motion ; upon which he 
did but extend the other Arm, and thofe Ships ware 
nailed up, as it were, in their Harbour, asif they had 
been under the Power of fome Spell; thofe Treafures 
gathering Ruft in the very Mine, became of no Manner 
of Service to the Perfons who expe&ted fo much from 
them. The Britifh Monarch knowing Money to be the 
Sinew of War, binds up the Sinew, and the whole Bo- 
dy becomes ina&tive. To {peak without « Figure, three 
Squadrons fent a4 propos to the North, the South, ané 
the Weft, make his Power refpected there, and every 
Tongue filent in their Prefence: Thus has GEORGE 
baffled the Efforts of the three United Powers in the 
Year, which is expreffed by this Chronogram : 





Caesaris, aVGVst&, reGis ConaMIna 
riDer eT prRAVeERTIT GeorclVs. 


Judge now, which of the two Parties was moft fin- 
cere for preferving the Peace, whether the Party that 
armed itfelf on every Sides, or That which rendered all 
thofe Armaments of no Effeét. 

VII. 

But as it is rot enough only to think of the Prefent 
without making Provifion againft Futurity, that Wife 
King, who fees all Things at one View, refolves to 
ftrengthen his ‘Alliance. Being fure of France, whicha 
natural Intereft had preffed to joyn with him for main- 
taining the Balance of Power in Europe, he was inclined 
to bring in a Republick more interefled than any in the 
Frefervation of fuch Balance. That Republick per- 
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ceived that the Hanover Alliance had no other View than 
to procure the Safety of her Commerce, and the Redrefs 
of all her Grievances. Being hemmed in by that Power 
of which fhe had moft Reafon to be diffident, fhe ftudies 
to engage thofe Powers for her that are neareft at Hind, 
to take effeftual Care of her Security. She perceives 
the Neceffity of fixing the Balance between the great 
Powers which are able to throw in Forces either to her 
Danger or to her Safety. She aims to be the Center of 
this Balance, by making a Choice of that Power from 
which fhe has moft to hope or moft to fear. The 
Neighbourhood of that Power, the Subje&ts of Contro- 
verfy a€tually depending, Pretenfions which are liable 
at every Turn to be revived, efpecialy the Stipula- 
tions with refpe&t to Commerce, with which the Trea- 
ties-of Vienna are fwell’d, do not permit her to hefitate 
long. 

What's the Refult of it? At the very firft Rumour 
of an Alliance on foot which was to make the Repub- 
lick fure of Satisfaction, the Imperial Court, °till then 
unmoveable, roufes and fends a Minifter in all hatte to 
thwart it, Which Way does he go about it? Why, by 
declaring, that if the Oftend Company was again to be 
eftablifked, . perhaps it fhould not be done; but that 
confidering the prefent Pofture of Affairs, and that it 
is inconfiftent with the Imperial Dignity to retraét 
what had been done in that Matter, it was more pro- 
per for the Republick to accede to the Treaty of Vienna. 
And then, to make this Prologue the better relifhed, 
this Minifter adds, that he is only the Forerunner of 
another Minifter coming :from a remoter Country, with 
fuch Propofals as would make the Republick ample 
Amends for the Offend Company. Mean time, this 
Republick, ftill difpofed to hear what his Imperiat 
Majefty had to propofe for a real Reparation of its Grie- 
vances, no fooner difcoveys its firm Refolution, that its 
Deliberations on the Acéeffion to the Hanover Treaty 
fhould not depend on .a Crown that had nothing to do 
in the-Affair, then the Imperial Minifter on a fudden 
changes his Note, and lets fall fuch Expreffions as thew- 
ed what would be the fatal Confequences of a Naviga- 
tion, from which the Court of Vienna expects fuch an 
Increafe of ‘Power, and for the Support of which, Spain, 
and all the waft Dominions of the Houfe of Auffria, 
would take Arms, and the Fireof War be kindled over 
all Europe, 
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Tis true, that the Imperial Minifter foon recolle&. 
edthat he had faid too much. He returh’d again, and 
begged their High Mizhtineffes to confider, how much more 
wiolefome, more fafe, and more glorious it would be for 
them to accede to the Treaty of Vienna ; and that if, in the 
mean Time, they were inclined to defer it for awhile, they 
would be ple afed to fufpend any Refolution upon the Treaty 
of Hanover, at leaf? *till the Arrival of the Marque/s of 
St. Philip. This Minifter arrives, preceded by a me- 
nacing Letter from the Court of Spain. He fpends nine 
Days in going from Brujéls to the Hague, to avoid his 
being under a Neceflity of prefenting this Letter, which 
he forefaw would be attended with ill Succefs. . He 
was a confummate Minifter, bred up in the old Maxims | 
of Spain, and not very averfe to the new Scheme which 
prevails there at this Day. He frankly declar’d, the 
little Effect he promifed himfelf from all the Meafures 
that had been employ’d ’till then, to divert the Repub- 
lick from acceding to the Hanover Treaty. But inftead 
of difcovering any Anguith for the ill Succefs of the 
Letter that came from Madrid on purpofe to retard the 
Refolution of the States of Holland, he propofes to euter 
into a Conference without Delay; and the very Day 
that he fets his Foot into the Territories of the Repub- 
lick, he defires, that a Full Power might be fent to the 
States Embaffador at Madrid, in order to transfer the 
Negotiation thither. 

The firmnefs of the Republick in reje&ting fo dan- 
gerous a Negotiation, convinc’d the Spanifh Minifters, 
that the Republick was ftill of fome Weight in Europe 5 
and therefore they are excufed from acceding to the 
Treaty of Vienna, provided that, on the other Hand, 
they don’t engage in the Alliance of Hanover. Offers 
are made to them of a feeming Confent to Expedients, by 
which the Commerce of his Imperial Majefty’s Subjetts to 
the Indies, might be regulated on fuch a Footing, as if pof- 
fible, might fatisfy their High Mightineffes, and put a Stop 
to all Caufe of Complaint on both Sides: But what Reme- 
dies could poffibly be thought of in a Commerce, 
which ‘the Bufinefs in Hand is to abolith? The -welb 
known Prudence of their High Mightineffes, which has fo 
often been difplay'd, did not permit them to be mifled by 
Propofals of this Nature; and one would rather think, 
it muft affift them to fee the Rupture which was ready 
to break out in the South, and in Lower Germany, and 
which they could not fail to refent without Delay. It 
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was high Time therefore, for the vigorous Refolutions 
of the Parliament of Great Britain, and for the Decla- 
ration of the Province of Holland, which foretold the 
fpeedy Concurrence of the other Provinces, to give 
fuch new Weight to the Hanover Alliance, as might 
render it capable of preferving the publick Tranquil- 
lity, by curbing thofe Powers that might offer to di- 
fturb it. 








VII. 

It was the Policy of France and England to invite 
Sweden to the fame Acceffion, after the Example of the 
States General of the United Provinces. This was ac- 
cordingly done, and the Court was of Opinion, that it 
was their real Intereft to accede ; but the Thing being 
of fufficient Importance ta be communicated to the Af- 
fembly of the States, they are ftill confidering of the 
moft proper Refolutions to be taken upon this grand 
Affair in the prefent Jun&ture. 

The Difference of this Diet from another held at the 
fame Time in Lithuania, is a Matter worthy of Confi- 
deration. In the one, every Thing pailes with as much 
Decorum as Secrecy ; the Debates are calm, and a fpe- 
cial Committee is appointed to confider of the moft in- 
tricate Affairs. In the other, behold all Things in Con- 
fufion ! We are told in an exa&t Journal, not the Detail 
of the important Affairs therein treated, but we have 
all the Debates, even the minuteft Difpute that occur- 
red in it ; and ’tis furprizing to find nothing elfe there 
but Debates. In the one, they don’t talk but aét, all 
Orders of the Realm in Concert with the King and Se- 
nate confpire for the Common Good, and only fufpend 
their Refolution, that it may be paffed with the more 
Weight after Things are maturely confider’d. In the 
other, a great deal is faid, but little done; the Depu 
ties, in apparent Oppofition to the King, feem to be 
againft every Thing that he is for, and for every Thing 
that he is againft. The King himfelf defiring no- 
thing but to pleafe the Deputies, values himfelf up- 
on his Complaifance in conforming to their Defircs. 
From whence comes this Difference? Only from this, 
That among the Nations of Europe, fome are for governing 
their Kings, and others ave fo faithful and attach’d to them, 
that they Honour as much as they Love them. Moreover, 
Sweden being exhaufted by tedious Wars, is in fuch 
ticklifh Circumftances as require the profoundeft Wilt 
dem to mske a right Choice of Friends and Meafures 
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Several Powers offer their Alliance to it, and the main 
Point is to judge of the Sincerity of their Intentions 
who propofe fuch Alliances, and how far they may de- 
pend on their Attachment to its Intereft. In this per- 
plexity, the Difcovery of a certain Intrigue feems to 
point on which Side lies a hearty Friendthip and true 
Zeal for that Crown, and the Event will flew us what 
Sweden thinks of it. 





IX. 

The Pe’es, on the contrary, pleas’d with themfelves, 
will have no Innovations in their State, but thofe of 
their own making. They cannot bear that Foreigners 
fhould meddie or make with their Affairs. Their ordi- 
nary Diet had been limited, but for Form-fake "tis re- 
fumed at the Time fix’d, in which they declaim againft 
thofe Powers that demand a Redrefs of Grievances. 
An Incident which they did not dream of, the Affair 
of Courlaud, takes up almoft all their Sefion. Theonly 
Bufinefs they expetted tocome upon the Carpet, the 
Sentence of Thorn, the Abolition of which was fo loudly 
call'd for, and which was to be the principal Subjett 
of the Piet, is but jufttouch’d upon en paffant: And 
whatever mention was.made of it, was only to confirm 
it, and to order it to be put in Execution to the utmoft 
extent. This plain Contempt of the Interceflion of the 
Powers that are Guarantees of the Treaty of Oliva, is 
a frefh Proof of what might have been apprehended, 
if the Powers united by the Treaty of Hanover did not 
thereby ferve as a Counterpoife to that of Vienna. °Tis 
truc, that one Weight is taken away from this Counter- 
Scale, but’tis to be hoped, that the Prince, whofe De- 
Fettion we are afraid of, will revert to more favourable 
Sentiments ; and that if he leaves us for a Time in a 
State of Uncertainty, it will only be to furprize us 
with a Refolution worthy ef himfelf. Be this as it 
will, the Republick of Venice feems difpofed to fill up 
that Space, and the King of Sardinia, who feems wa- 
vering between both Sides, knows too well what con- 
duces to the Welfare of Europe, to add to the Yoke 
which threatens it. 

X. 

What muft we infer from all this? Shall we have 
Peace or War ? —— This grand Queftion muft be left 
to the Decifion 6f the next Year, and of thofe Powers 
who having no View but.the Prefervation of the Peace, 
prepere fer War, as if it was unavoidable, For our 
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Parts, who know nothing of Futurity, let us confine 
ourfelves to the Fime prefent, by calling to mind the 
Time peft. We therein perceive fome Epifodes, fame 
of which don’t at all enter into the General Syftem. nor 
others, farther than*according to the Ufe that is made 
of them: Such are, on the one Hand, « horrid Pe(ti- 
lence at Conftantinople 5 a terrible Earthquake in Sicily ; 
the Death of an EleGtor,. and of a Princefg who was for 
a long Time dead to the World: Such, on the other 
Hand, are a double Marriage contriv’d between the 
Courts of Spain and Portugal ; the Emperor’s Peace with 
the Regency of Tripoli; that of the States General with 
Algier ; the Accommodation of the Courtof Turin with 
the Holy See; the Difference of that fime Court wirh 
Genoa; The Chevalier de St. George’s Departure from 
Rome, and his Retreat to Bologna, which feems to con- 
ceal fome Myftery, tho’ all Projeéts founded on it mutt 
be Chimerical. In fine, what feems more real than any 
Thing, the Confpiracy form’d but difcover’d againtt 
Gibraltar and Port Mahon; and Prince Ragotski’s Mo- 
tions in Hungary; 

Heaven grant that all thefe Events may turn to the 
Advantage of thofe who fearGod: That all they who 
aim at difturbing the Peace of Europe under Pretence of 
maintaining it, may be confounded in their Projects ; 
And that they who fincerely with for Peace, may be 
bleffed in all the Meafures they take for attaining to fe 
defirable an End. 


FE ALY. 
SICILY. 


N the laft Regiffer, page 286, we gave an Account of a 
moft dreadful Earthquake that happen’d at Palermo 

in Sicily, where they have fince publifh’d another Re- 
Jation of it, which feing the fame in Subflance with 
the Account we gave before, fhall not be inferted here 5 
but we think fit to mention fome Remarks that are fub- 
join’d to that fecond Relation, which may ferve to il- 
Juftrate our former Account. But firft we will take 
Notice, that this new a makes the Lofs fuitain’d 
2 ‘ by 
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by the Inhabitants of Palermo to amount to above 6090 
Perfons, including Children, and the Damages fuffer’d 
by the faid Inhabitants to amount to above Seven Mil- 
Jions of Crowns. The Remarks we mention'd are as 
follow : 





* 


1. The City of Palermo has never been fubje& to 
Earthquakes as the other Southern Parts of Sicily. 

2. The Shocks they have felt from Time to Time, and 
at a great Diftance, have been very flight, and did no 
manner of Damage. 

3. In the laft, its Territory alone has been afflifted, 
the Earthquake having begun nine Miles from Paler- 
mo, at the Mount of Cock, which opened, and was part- 
ly overturned, from whence it came winding as fwift 
as Lightning to the City. 

4. The Works of the Citadel have not fuffered there- 
by, but the Houfes of the Government and Command- 
ment have been only damaged. 

5- On the contrary, the Hillock in the City, called 
the Mount, has been almoft quite overturn’d, having 
been furprizingly fplit in the Places where it was moft 
Rocky. 

6. The Earthquake, as they fay, has been foretold by 
St. Rofalia, Patronefs of Palermo. 

7. Nothing thereof was felt at Catanea, Siracufa, A- 
gofte, Madica, Catalagirone, Laontini, Carlentini, &3c. nor 
in the Valley of Nole, where Earthquakes are very fre- 
quent, and have made great Havocks in the Years 1691 
and 1593, efpecially the laft, which continued three 
Days, viz. the oth, 1oth, and 11th of “January, which 
deftroyed, as they fay, 150,000 Perfons, without reckon- 
ing thofe whody’d with Hunger in the Fields. 

8. From which it may be inferr’d, that Sicily is un- 
dermin’d by degrees, by the Sea-Water, or by fubter- 
raneous Fire, itsSoil being almoft nothing elfe but a 
Mafs and Mixture of Minerals of all Kinds, and that it 
is.to be feared one Day or other, it will be either te- 
tally torn afunder, or partly deitroy’d, 
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VENICE. 


N the qth of November laft, the Count de Gergy, 
Embafflador of the moft Chriftian King to the Re- 
publick of Venice, made a moft magnificent Entry into 
that City, and the next Day was conduéted to his Au- 
dience with the ufual Ceremonies, on which Occafion 
he made the following Speech to the Doge and the Re- 
publick. 


The Count de Gergy’s Speech to the Doge and Republick of 
Venice. 


F all the Days of my Life, I think none to be fo 

fortunate as this, which gives me Entrance into 
your auguft Senate ; a Day, on which I enjoy the Ho- 
nour of being Interpreter of the Commands of the moit 
potent of Kings to the moft illuftrious of Republicks. 

’ Having a long Time apply’d myfelf to the Study of 
that Policy which prefides in your Councils, I was am- 
bitious of a Poft which would give me a nearer View 
of what I could but admire ; and in the feveral Mini- 
ftries with which the King my Matter has honoured 
me, I ufed to think it the greateft Honour that a Statef- 
man could arrive at, to be invefted with an auguft 
Chara&ter to a Republick which Policy has rendered 
fo famous. 

My Happinefs at this Day equals my Hopes, but 
my Admiration increafes every Day, and the nearer I 
view all that’s Grand in your Republick, and Auguftin 
your Senate, the more Wonders I difcover. 

If I confider this potent Republick in a religious 
View, I perceive that as it is to Religion you partly 
ewe your Rife, Grandeur and Tranquillity ; you have 
made her abundant Amends by the ProteStion the fe- 
ceives from you in Italy, where you are her Bulwark 
againft the Infidels. Rome, the Centre of the Catholick 
Religion, worfhips God in Peace under the Shadow of 
your Power, againft which, as againft an immoveable 
Rock, the immenfe and haughty Empire of the O?to- 
mans has fo often fuffer'd Wreck. 

If I confider your Republick as to its Duration, 
twelve Centuries of growing Greatnefs have rendered it 
fuperior to the fo much boafted Republicks of Anti- 
quity, Rome, Sparta, and Athens, whofe Grandeur, not- 

withftanding 








14 The Hiftorical Regifter N°XLV 
withftanding all the Wifdom of their Legiflators, be. 
came a Prey in a few Ages to Human Paflions, and thofe 
Viciffitudes, thit they could not ftem as your Repub- 
lick hasdone, which, far from being a Prey ta the Am- 
bition of itsown Members, has often fupprefs’d, check’d 
and tamed that of its Enemies. 

If I confider your Republick with refpe& to her 
Forces and Extent, Iam ftruck witha new Wonder. The 
vafteft Empires have Bounds; they have fertile Fields 
and numerous Subje&ts ; but here I fee another Sort of 
Greatnefs, which nothing refembles, and which, in my 
Opinion, nothing equals. The Sea, the vaft Sea, not- 
withftanding its Agitation, Storms, and uncertain Mo- 
tions, at once fupplies you with Towns, Fields, Citta- 
dels, Treafure and Defence. That barren Traét is more 
fruitful for you than the moft plentiful Crops of Land. 
The troubled Waves, which in their Fury would fhake 
the ftrongeft Edifices, ferve as folid Foundations for 
yours. They are acalm Harbour to you, while to other 
Dominions they rage in Storms, and while they ferve 
as Boundaries ¢o other Empires, ,they feem to extend 
yours to what Places foever they carry your Commerce 
and your Glory. 

If Iconfider your Republick with refpe& ta the Great 
Men it has, and does itill produce, I fee not, as elfe- 
where, a great People governed by only one wife Man, 
but a wife People governed by a Number of Men fu- 
perior in Wifdom. 

Tis the Glory, Strength and Happinefs of fome Go-~ 
vernments to form and poffefs one great Miniiler in a 
fingle Man. Here we have not one Man alone, but a 
collettive Affembly of Great Men, or, if we may fo call 
it, a Multitude of Minifters, whofe Wifdom, deeper than 
the Sea, which ferves as their Throne, would fuffice for 
the Government of many Dominions, and has often ap- 
proved itfelf to be fuperior to the united Forces of 
Powers combin’d againft you. 

In fhort, without preteading to fettle the Preference 
which any one State may deferve one above another, 
yours, moft Serene Sir, will always be a Prodigy in the 
Eye of thofe who fhall contemplate the Grandeur of it, 
to find fo fmall a Number of Subjefts, and fo much 
Power, fo little Land and fo much Wealth, fo few Men 
and fo miny great Politicians. 

This is what Men of Penetration difcover in the Go- 
vernment of your Republick; but what adds a frefh 
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Euftre to its Glory is, that the King my Matter efteems 
its Friendfhip, and that his illuftrious Anceftors have 
fet him an Example by fo many Alliances betwixt his 
Crown and your Republick, and by the diftinguifh’d 
Regard which they have paid to iton fo many impor- 
tant Occafions. © 

The King my Mafter is not only fond of thefe Alli- 

ances, from that wife Inclination which induces him 
perfetly to copy the Conduét of that great Monarch 
whom he fucceeds, but alfo from the View he has by 
your Means to eftablifh that Peace and Tranquillity in 
Italy, which he hopes to preferve throughout all Ex- 
rope. 
Stine often keep fecret the Defigns of their Emi- 
baflies ; but the King my Mafter, guided by fuperior Po- 
liticks, which are at the fame Time more Sincere and 
more Noble, permits me, nay, charges me to {peak in 
Publick, and totruft you with the Secret of his Councils 
‘without Fear. They only tend to the preferving of the 
Peace, to the rendering it durable, and to the procu- 
ring for all People the Advantages which they know 
how to reap from it. 

That’s what this young Monarch, already Great by 
his fine natural Qualities, and yet Greater by his feri- 
ous Application to the Government of his State, in an 
Age, when vulgar Souls do not relifh, or fo much as 
know any Thing but Pleafures ; this, I fay, is what 
the King my Mafter prefers to the other Advantages 
which often excite the Ambition of Kings. His Aim 
is not at Conqueft, nor to aggrandize his Dominions at 
the Expence of the publick Tranquillity. He is very 
Great, very Potent, his noble Ambition inclines him 
only to maintain the Peace and Union of all the Powers 
in Europe, by fuch a happy Medium to fecure at once 
the Welfare of his own Subje&s and thofe of his Neigh- 
bours, and by his Moderation to become not the Matter, 
but the Father and Benefaétor of all the Empires. 

Your Councils, nodoubt, are animated with the fame 
Defign. The Peace and Tranquillity of Italy was al- 
ways the Obje&t of your Withes, and the Fruit of your 
Wifdom ; and it will be ftill more folidly eftablifhed, 
when you fhal! maintain it in Concert with a King al- 
ready fo moderate, that in his Youth he deferves both 
your Admiration and your Confidence. 

For my ewn Part, moftSerene Prince, I think my- 
{clf happy to be at once the Minifter of fo noble 2 De- 
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fign, and Spe&tator of the Wonders of your Government. 
May I long enjoy this double Advantage, and by my 
Refpe&t and profound Veneration. for your Serenity, 
deferve the Efteem of fo many Great Men, who have 
themfelves acquir’d that of all Europe. 


tebe rdrdu ds rdy deeds diets dade etre dadodrdy added dadds 
SPAIN. 


HE following Letters and Memorials, which will 

ferve to tranfmit to Pofterity the true State of the 
prefent Mifunderftandings between the Courts of Great 
Britain and Spain, are fo very material, that they need 
no Introduétion ; and therefore we fhall only fay, that 
we chofe to put them under this Head, becaufe they 
were chiefly tranfafted at the Court of Madrid. 





Letters and Memorials which have lately paffed 
between the Minifters of the Courts of Great 


Britain, France, and Spain. 


Extras of Letters, written by the Marquefs de le 
Paz to the Marquefs de Pozobueno, and by him 
communicated to the Duke of Mewcaffle. 


Extratt of a Letter from the Marque/s de la Paz to the 
Marque{s de Pozobueno, May 25, 1726, N.S. 


fT is well known in the World how great Confidence 
the King has repofed in the Perfon of the Duke of 
Ripperda, the Honours he has heaped upon him, and 
the Employments to which his Majefty has been pleafed 
to raife him : None is ignorant’ how great his Benignity 
was, when having refolved to remove him from the 
Management of Affairs, he afligned him an annual Pen- 
fion of 3000 Piftoles, till fuch Time as he fhould be 
employed in a proper Manner in the King’s. Service. 
Every body here is informed, that after having accepted 
in Writing the Penfion his Majefty had granted him, 
he made the moft humble and refpeftful Acknowledg- 
ments to the King, for the Goodnefs, Pity and Honour 
which he had cendefcended to thew him, . by treating 
him 
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him with fo much Gentlenefs and Favour. Very far 
from behaving fuitably to thefe Expreflions, he moft in- 
confiderately executed, whatperhaps he had before con- 
ceived in his Mind, thetaking Refuge, befere twenty- 
four Hours from his Difmiflion from Affairs were ex- 
pired, in the Houfe of the Embaflador’ of Evgland, ac- 
company’d by and in the Coach of the Embaffador of 
Halland, caufing the Furniture and: Things of moft Va- 
Jue belonging to him the Duke, to be carry’d that very 
Night, as-it were Privily and by Stealth; on that Em- 
baffador’s Mules, to the Embaffador of England’s Noufe, 
where the Duke of Ripperda flayed ; and. from thence he 
fent to acquaint his Majefty, by 4 Note which he wrote 
tome, that he had betaken himfelf to the faid Houfe 
as to an-Afylum againft the Enfults he dreaded from the 
People of Madrid : This has been fo publickly known, 
that to fet it forth more at large, and in al! its Cir- 
cumftances, would be tedious and tirefome: But it is 
alfo indifpenfibly requifite to give your Excellency a 
particulat Account of every Thing that has happened 
in the inmoft Part of this Affair; to the End that at 
the fame Time it fhall be made publick, that the Duke 
of Ripperda was this Morning taken away by the King’s 
Order, your Excellency may be informed, wpon what 
weighty and mature Deliberation the King has proceed- 
ed on this Occafion ; and of the juftifiable Motives which 
have obliged arid even conftrained him jto take this lait 
Refolution. 

Asfoon asthe Duke of Ripperda had given Notice 
that he had retired to the Engii/; Embaflador’s, who 
himfelf gave an Account of it to the King in an Audi- 
ence which he defired, and which was granted him im- 
mediately, and engaged his Word to anfwer for the 
Duke’s Perfon: His Majefty refolved provifionally 
and for the greater Precaution againft the Duke’s efcap- 
ing, if he fhould attempt it, that fome Soldiers of his 
Foot Guards thould, in a quiet Manner, fecure the A- 
venues to the Houfe of the Enzlifh Embaffador, and pott 
themfelves “in the Neighbourhood of it ;: Care being 
taken at the fame Time to communicate to that Embat- 
fador the faid Refolution,:: fignifying to him, that tho’ 
his Majefty depended intirely on the Honour of his 
Word, yet, aé the: Precautions he might take, might 
not be fuffiviertt. to prevent: fome Diforder which the 
Duke nsight ruife; his Majetty, fot the greater Secu- 
“ ¥ Low F iS She iC ; 
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rity, had taken that Refolution, upon which the Em- 
baffador needed not to entertain the leaft Diftruft. 

After this, his Majefty had the Goodnefs to order that 
the faid Embaffador of England fhould, by the paffing 
of proper Offices, be informed, that the King having 
confider’d the Duke's fpecious Pretext of his Fear of the 
People, for juftifying his taking Refuge, and afferting 
the Immunity of the Houfe, his Majefty was pleafed 
to offer him, that due Precautions fhould be taken for 
his Safety, and for fecuring him from all Infult, Fear 
and Apprehenfion: Declaring to the faid Embaffador, 
how muchit would be to his Royal Good-liking, that 
the faid Duke fhould leave his Houfe, and that he would 
make ufe of this Expedient, which would immediately 
difpel all the Motives he had had for feeking Refuge in 
his Houfe, and for remaining there. 

, The Embaflador anfwered, that upon this his Ma- 
_— Offer, he had founded the Duke’s Mind, who told 

im, that it was very certain he had affured the King 
by Writing, that he had no other Motives for taking 
Advantage of the Immunity of his Houfe, than the Ap- 
prehenfion he had conceived of the Hatred the People 
of Madrid bore him; but that now looking upon his 
Majefty as provoked by his Rafhnefs, and juftly dread- 
ing the Effects of his Royal Indignation, he found him- 
felf obliged not to accept the Expedient which had been 
propofed to him, but to keep within the Sanftuary of 
that Houfe for his Safety. 

Notwithftanding the Obftinacy of fo great a Provoca- 
tion offered to the Authority of a Sovereign in his own 
Court, who made ufe of fuch mild and gentle Means, 
‘when he might inftantly have exerted his Power, his 
Majefty was willing ftill to proceed mildly, and caufed 
new Reprefentations to be made to the Embaflador, of 
the Prejudices and Confequences which might refult 
egainft his Sovereign Authority over his Minifters, if 
no Notice thould be taken of the Duke’s Temerity, and 
if Regard were had to the Propofitions he had taken 
upon him to make to his Majefty, becaufe he fancy’@ 
himfelf ‘to be abfolutely out of all Danger by Means of 
the Immunityf the Embaffador’s Houfe. At the fame 
Time was fet before him in ftrong Terms the Scandal of 
this Example, which would authorize the Minifters of 
‘his Majefty,and of any other Sovereign, to be wanting to 
their Duty with Impunity, in hopes of being abfe ° 
take Refuge afterwards in the Howfe of a Publick Mini- 
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fter, and-to withdraw themfelves from the Jurifdiétion of 
their Sovereign, in his Prefence, and even in his own 
Court. 

All thefe Reafons and Reflef&tions were fuggefted to 
him, to the End he might the more effectually folicite 
the Duke to engage him to quit his Houfe, and that he 
might without any Reftriétion make ufe of the Expedi- 
ent-his Majefty had offered the Duke for his Security. 
To this fecond Application the Embaffador anfwered, 
that all the Inftances he had made to the Duke were 
unavailable and fruitlefs, and that all he could bring 
him to was this, moft humbly to befeech his Majefty 
to vouchfafe to permit him to retire for fome Days 
into a Convent, which would remove the Scandal a- 
rifing from his keeping in the Houfe of a foreign Mi- 
nifter, and give him Time to fet his Innocence in a 
clear Light. 

All this did not yet fuffice to determine his Majefty 
to make ufe of his Pewer, without taking the moft ma- 
ture Advice for his thorough Satisfa&tion ; and he re- 





- folved to confult his Royal Council, laying before them 


all the Circumftances of the Cafe, to the End that with 
Knowledge of the Caufe, the Council might confider at- 
tentively whether, without infringing the ‘Jus Genti- 
um, and the Privileges therein reciprocally cenfidered 
and comprehended as belonging to Reprefentative Mi, 
nifters, the King might ufe Force, and take the Duke of 
Ripperda out of the Houfe of the Embaflador of England. 
The Royal Council of Caftile was duly convened and 
fully affembled for this Purpofe, and having examined 
this Affair to the Bottom, by ferioufly attending to all 
its Circumftances ; the Council gave the King their O- 
pinion, That the Duke’s Crime was in its Kind one of 
the greateft of thofe of High Treafon that ever can be 
committed ; that there were few fuch Crimes equal! to 
it in its Circumftances ; that there was Reafon to fear its 
Confequences might render it yet more enormous; that 
it could not be doubted that in Crimes of High Trea- 
fon not only the Houfes of Embaffadors, but even 
Churches themfelves cannot ferve for Refuge to the Cri- 
minals ; that to affert the contrary, would be to main- 
tain, that what the Law of Nations has introduced for 
their better Government and Correfpondence, might be 
made ufe of for their Ruin and Deftruftion, by allow- 
ing the Refuge granted to the Huabitations of Embaffa- 
dors, out of Regard to the Soverigns they repre‘ent, 
Cz (nor 









atin 


20 The Hiftorical Regifier N° XLV 


(nor.even to them in ali Courts) to be ftretched in fa- 
vour of Subjeéts, who have under their Direétion all 
the Forces, and the Management of the Finances of 
Kingdoms, and who know their Secrets, when they 
commit Crimes in their Employments; a Thing the 
moft pernicious that could ever enter into the Imagina- 
tion of any Man; and mutually prejudicial to all States 
and Princes in the World ; for if it were eftablithed, 
they would be obliged to maintain, allow, and tolerate 
in their own Courts, all thofe who would contrive and 
attempt their Ruin; it being evident that in fuch Cafes, 
with fuch ugly Circumftances, it ought to be prefumed 
the King of England would not approve of them in his 
Embaffador, nor would defend him ;. becaufe they are 
not comprehended among thofe which the Law of Na- 
tions admits, and likewife becaufe of the Prejudice which 
fuch an Example might bring to himfelf. 

' In Confequence of this Report, and of Reafons fu 
folid, clear, and inconteftably well-grounded, and upon 
the unanimous Votes of the Direftors of his Confcience, 
his Majefty refolved at length to have the Duke of Rip- 
perda taken out of the Embaffador’s. Houfe, ordering 
him to be catry’d to the Caftle of Segovia. For which 
Purpofe his Majefty appointed Don Lewis Cuellar, 
Knight of the Order of St. ames, and one of the Al- 
caldes of the Court, (who was affitted by a Party of the 
Life Guards, led by Major-General Don Francis Valanfa, 
Commandeur-Major of €aftile in the Order of St. ames, 
and Adjutant-General of the faid Life Guards) with Or- 
der, that on this Day, being Saturday the 25th of May, 
~ as foon as the Doors of the Embaffador of England’s 
Houfe fhould be opened, he fhould enter it, and take 
the Duke of Ripperda, and with a fufficient Guard con- 
vey him to the Caftle of Segovia, feizing all the Papers 
he might have, and omitting nothing for fecuring all 
thofe which might be found in his Coffers and elfe- 
where; moft exprefly commanding, that in Cafe the 
Embaffador fhould refift, the faid Don Leawis Cuellar and 
the Major-General, fhould perform the Offices befitting 
the Regard and Refpeé&t due to his Charaéter before 
they proceeded to Execution ; but if that fhould not en- 
tirely fuffice, to ufe Force for feizing the Perfon of the 
Duke. 

Before any Thing was executed, I did, by Order of 
his Majefty, inform the Embaffador of England of all 
this, difcharging him from the Word he had given ; and 
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in Confequence of the whole, the Duke of Ripperda was 
this Morning taken away without Scandal or Diflur- 
bance, and the faid Don Lewis Cuellar conduéted him to 
the Caftle of Segovia in his Coach, guarded by fome of 
the Life Guards ; to the End he may be there fecured at 
his full Eafe, and free from the Infults which he vainly 
and without Ground apprehended. 

His Majefty has ordered me to inform your Excel- 
Jency of the Particulars of this whole Affair, that you 
may be apprized of the Juftification with which the King 
thas afted therein, and of all thatpreceded his Majefty’s 
juft Refolution ; that you may acquaint his Aritanick 
‘Majefty and his Court with the Truth of the Fad, and 
of all that has happened upon it. 





Extraét of another Letter from the Marque/s de la Paz to 
the Marque/s de Pozobucno. 


S the prefent unexpefted Cafe, which has happened 
through the Temerity only and great Inconfide- 
ratenefsof the Duke of Ripperda, has been fo contrary 
to the King’s Inclination, as is moft clearly apparent 
from all the Cireumftances which have attended it, and 


which I have very amply defcribed in another Letter to 
your Excellency ; and the King’s moft fincere Defire ¢o 
preferve and maintain with his Britannick Majefty the 
moft firi& and perfe& Harmony and Correfpondence, 
being not altered by it; his Majefty has ordered me 
to fignify to your Excellency, that when you fhall give 
his Britannick Majefty an Account of what has happened, 
you are at the fame Time likewife to affure him, of the 
fincere and unalterable Friendfhip which the King on 
his Part preferves towards hims and fora Proof of it, 
your Excellency is to reprefent, ina ftrong Light, the 
Regard which his Majefty has had the Goodnefs to thew 
to his Embaffader, and his Houfe; having deferred for 
fo many Days, after the Duke had taken Refuge in it, 
his final Refolution to take him out of it, though he 
had it in his Power to have done it from the Moment 
he went thither ; his Majefty being informed, that the 
Rights of the Houfes of Embaffadors did net extend 
tothe prefent Cafe. This your Excellency is to exe- 
eute very punétually, for fuch is the King’s exprefs 


Will, 
Madrid, May 25. é' 
Mr, Stans 





22 The Hiftorical Regifler N°XLV 








Mr.Stanhope’s Memorial to the King of Spain, July 13 
1726, N.S. 


SIR 

HE underwritten Embaffador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of his Britannick Majefty, having 
received Order to communicate to your Majefty the 
Sentiments of the King his Mafter, upen the Duke of 
Ripperda’s taking Refuge in his Houfe at Madrid, and 
his being taken from thence by Force by Virtue of your 
Majefty’s Orders : And having at the fame Time re- 
ceived the Copy of a Letter which the Duke of New- 
caftle, Minifter and Secretary of State, was ordered to 
write to M. de Pozobueno, your Majefty’s Minifter at 
London, exhibiting amply the King’s Sentiments on this 
Affair: The faid Embaflador judges he cannot better 
acquit himfelf of this Duty, than by delivering to 
your Majefty the annexed Copy of the faid Letter, -as 
containing literally all that he has been commanded to 
reprefent upon the faid Tranfaction ; without adding any 
Thing of his own, more than moft humbly to befeech 
your Majefty to be pleafed to have Regard to the folid 
and juft Reafons therein alledged ; promifing himfelf, 
from your Majefty’s high Wifdom and Juftice, all ne- 
veffary Reparation of the Violence. done to the Immu- 
nities of publick Miniflers ; anf to have the Refolution 
communicated to him which your Majefty thall judge 
proper to take in this important Cafe; that he may be 
able to givean Account of it to the King his Matter. 
Done at Madrid the 13thof Fuly, 1726. 

Wm. Stanhope. 


To the Marque/s de Pozobueno. 


SIR, Whitehall, Fune 20, 1726. 
Prefented to the King fome Time ago, asI haveal- 
ready acquainted your Excellency, the two Extraé&s 

of Letters which you did me the Honour to deliver to 
me, one concerning the Refuge which the Duke of Rip- 
perda had taken in the King’s Embaffador’s Houfe at 
Madrid, and his being forcibly taken from thence by 
fiis Catholick Majefty’s Order ; the other, which you 
gave me at the fame Time, containing the ftrongeft Af- 
furances of his faid Majefty’s Defire to preferve and 
‘mMaintzia with the King my Mafter a pesfett ee 
an 
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and good Correfpondence. Your Excellency will not be 
furprized at not having had an Anfwer fooner, upon an 
Affair fo important as that in Queftion is, if you will 
recolle&t, that though Mr. Stanhope’s firft Letter on this 
Subje& was of the fame Date as yours, viz. May - 
it did not come to the King till wun > at Night ; and 
that the Caufe of this Delay was, that the Embaflador’s 
Courier, who fet out but an Hour after him who was 
difpatch’d by your Court, was ftopt feven Days at Vit- 
toria: And even that Letter, as appears by its Date, 
having been fent at the Time when Mr. Stanhope was in 
great Perplexity upon what had been juft done to him, 
he could only write in general and confufedly in the 
Hurry he was in, and referred himfelf for a more di- 
ftin? and particular Account, to what he fhould fend by 
a Perfon whom he promifed to difpatch ina few Days 
from Madrid. You will eafily conceive, Sir, that his 
Majefty, before he was exactly and fully informed of 
the Fa& in all its Circumftances, could not determine 
what Anfwer to give upon fo nice and important an Af- 
fair, in which not only the Glory and Dignity of his 
Crown, but likewife of all Sovereign Powers, his Ca- 
thelick Majefty himfelf not excepted, are fo much con- 
cerned. That Perfon being fince arrived, and the King 
having full Information, I am now to communicate to 
you his Majefty’s Sentiments upon fo difagreeable an 
Occurrence. 

To come then to the Fuét, I muft begin by telling 
you, that his Majefty does not pretend, that publick 
Minifters may prote&t Perfons who are in the Service of 
Princes where they refide, or who are accufed of any 
Crime againft them: And his Majefty has obferved with 
Pleafure, that his Embaffador never had any fuch 
Thought, as appears evidently by Mr. Stanhope’s Beha- 
viour towards the Duke of Ripperda, when at his Return 
from his Country-Villa, he found him very unexpeét- 
ly in his Houfe, in Company with the Embaffador of 
Holland. Wis Excellency began, by making the Enqui- 
sies neceffary for rightly underftanding his Cafe; as, 
what Situation he was in with Refpett to his Cathélick 
Majefty, and what Reafons had induced him to feek that 
Refuge, that he might be able to regulate his Conduét 
accordingly, and judge whether it were convenient for 
bim to permit him to remain there, 
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The firft Queftion that Mr. Stanhope asked him, and 
which indeed was the moft effential one, was, whether 
he had ftill any Employment under his Catholick Ma- 
{ety or whether he was in any Manner whatfoever in 

is Service ? To which the Duke anfwer’d, He was not, 
that the Night before his faid Majefty had, at his Re- 
quett, abfolutely difcharged and difmiffed him from all 
his Employments. The fecond Queftion his Excellency 

ut to him, was, Whether he had Ground to believe 
Rimfelf to be in Difgrace or under the Difpleafure of 
the King of Spain, or to apprehend that his Catholick 
Majefty defigned to charge him with any Accufation, or 
to caufe him to be profecuted for any Crime or Mifde- 
meanour committed in his late Miniftry ? For neither 
in the one or the other Cafe would he have found any 
Encouragement, much lefs any Proteftion, from his Ex- 
cellency. The Duke having anfwered, That quite to the 
contrary, far from looking on himfelf as difgraced, and 
yet lefs to be fufpefted or in Danger of being accufed 
of any Crime, the King of Spain had had the Goodnefs 
to grant him a Penfion of 3000 Piftoles a Year, in Re- 
compence of his paft Services: And perceiving that 
what he-had faid had not all the Effest he wihhed on the 
Mind of his Excellency, he fhewed him an original 
Letter, of which I fubjoin a Copy, wherein the Mar- 
quefs de la Pax fignifies to him, in the Name of his 
Catholick Majefty, that as the Duke himfelf fad de- 
fired, his Majefty confented to his laying down his Em- 
ployments, and did him the Favour to grant him a Pen- 
fion of 3000 Piftoles a Year, till he fhould employ him 
in his future Service, in fuch Manner as to Him fhould 
feem moft convenient. All this not having yet fatis- 
fy’d his Excellency, he would know what Motives he 
had for coming to ask the Prote&tion of his Houfe; to 
which the Duke reply’d, That it was not from the leaft 
Apprehenfion of any Violence on the Part of his Catho- 
lick Majefty, of whofe Favour and great Goodnefs he 
had juft received fo evident a Mark as the Penfion he 
had granted him ; but that he was in Fear of his Life, 
from the inveterate Malice of his Enemies, and the 
Rage and Fury of the Populace, who had that very Day 
infulted his Domefticks, and declared publickly that 
they would come at Night and attack his Houfe, and 
tear him to Pieces. 

However, notwithftanding the Marquefs dela Paz’s 
foremgntioned Letter was more than fufficient to con- 

vince 
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vince Mr. Stanhope, that the Duke of Ripperda was nei- 
ther in the Service of the Catholick King, nor fufpetted 
of any Crime ; but that on the contrary, his Catholick 
Majefty had even given him very recent Marks of his 
Goodnefs; yet Mr. Stanhope, ever careful not to do any 
Thing that might be difagreeable to the King of Spain, 
would not promife the faid Duke Harbour in his Houfe, 
without firft acquainting his Catholick Majeity with it, 
and knowing his Sentiments upon it; requiring M. de 
Ripperda, in the firft Place, to fend in Writing to the 
Secretary of State the Motives of his Retiring; and the 
next Day, the 16th of that Month, his Excellency had 
thereupon an Audience of his Catholick Majefty, when 
having given him an exaét and fincere Account of what 
had paffed between him and the faid Duke, he was for. 
tunate enough to be affured from his Catholick Majefty’s 
own Mouth, that he was not difpleafed with his Pro- 
ceeding, whatever Caufe he had te be fo with the Duke 
of Ripperda’s, in taking Refuge in the Houfe of a Fo- 
reign Minifter; adding, that the faid Duke having asked 
a Paffport that he might retive to Holland, he could not 
gtant it him, till he had firft delivered up feveral Papers 
of Confequence to his Service, which he had in his 
Hands ; and therefore he defired Mr. Stanhope would en- 
gage, notto permit him to efcape out of his Houfe, 
till his Catholick Majefty fhould caufe a Lift to be drawn 
of his Papers, and fendto get them, which fhould be 
done the next Day; to which Mr. Stanhope confented, 
and gave his Word for the fafe keeping of the Perfon of 
the Duke of Ripperda, which was all the King of Spain 
required of him: And his Catholick Majefty’s Appro- 
bation of all that Mr. Stanhope had done, cannot be more 
ftrongly confirmed, than by the Letter, of which I fub- 
join a Copy, that the Marquefs de Ja Paz wrote to him 
that very Day, in which he tells him, That the Ca- 
thalick King had entire Confidence in the Word his Ex- 
cellency had given him, to keep the faid Duke of Rip. 
perda in his Houfe ; and acquaints him, that it was re- 
folved, for the greater Security, that fome Soldiers fhould 
be pofted in the Neighbourhood and Avenues of his 
Houfe ; affuring him at the fame Time, that in this Pro- 
ceeding there was not the leaft Diftruft on the Part of his 
Majefty with relation to his Excellency, but that it was 
only for taking the greater Precaution againft the At- 
tempts the faid Duke might make to efcape. 





D Mr. Stan- 
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Mr. Stanhope having therefore, in Confequence of 
what the Catholick King had done him the Honour to 
fay to him in the Audience he had juft had of his Ma- 
jetty, given his Word tothe Duke of Ripperda, that he 
might remain in his Houfe, as long as the fuid Duke 
fhould not attempt to efcape out of it, he could not re- 
tract that Engagement but by Order from the King his 
Mafter, and no ether Perfon in the World hada Right 
to releafe him from it: So that none can deny, that af- 
ter all that had paffed on both Sides, the making ufe of 
Force to take the faid Duke out of his Excellency’s 
Houfe, without having previoufly obtained, or at leaft 
asked the Confent of his Britannick Majefty, mutft be 
looked upon as an Infraétion of the Law of Nations. 

Your Excellency will fee, that even your Couft was 
of that Opinion, by the Marquefs de Ja Paz’s Letters to 
Mr. Stanhope of the 18th and 21ft of the faid Month, of 
which I likewife fubjoin Copies ; by which it appears, 
that though the Catholick King had begun to entertain 
Uneafinefs at the Duke of Ripperda’s Stay in his Exe 
cellency’s Houfe, yet all his Catholick Majefty required 
of him, was, to ufe Means of Perfwafion to induce him 
to leave it: And Mr. Stanhope on his Part, always ar- 
dently difpofed to do all that may be agreeable to the 
King of Spain, without proftituting the Glory of the 
King his Mafter, and his own Charatter of Embaffador, 
by.breaking the Word he had given in Confequence of 
what his Catholick Majefty had done him the Honour 
to fay to him, wrought fo effef&tually with the Duke of 
Ripperda, purfuant to the Intimation he had received 
from his Catholick Majefty, that he prevailed with the 
faid Duke to confent to leave his Houfe, provided he 
might be permitted to retire to a Convent: And I 
cannot conceal from your Excellency, how much the 
King my Mafter was furprized, that this Propofition was 
not accepted, not being able to conceive any folid Rea- 
fon for its being rejected. 

But what has much more furprized the King my 
Mafter, and renders the Treatment of his Embaffador 
yet the more unreafonable, is, that it does not appear, 
that before Force was ufed, after all that had paffed on 
both Sides, his Embaffador was ever asked in Form to 
deliver up the faid Duke, or make him quit his Houfe ; 
not even after the Refolution taken by the Council of 
Caftile, by which he was declared Guilty of High Trea- 
fon y nor was the faid Refolution, or the Contents of 

it, 
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it, communicated to him, but at the Time when the 
Officer of Juftice, accompany’d by a Military Officer 
with 60 Guards, having enter’d his Excellency’s Houfe 
with a Commiffion to force it, delivered to him a Let- 
ter from the Marquefé de la Paz, in which he fignify’d 
to him, . that he was difcharged from the Word he had 
given; that they were to take the faid Duke out of his 
Houfe, and feize all the Papers that might be found in 
his Poffefion, by making ftrift Search in his Coffers 
and elfewhere. And this was done on the Spot, not- 
withftanding the Proteft of the Embaffador, who de- 
fired only, that the Execution might be fufpended till 
he had anfwered the Marquefs de /a Paz’s Letter, which 
was refufed him. : 

His Majefty perfwades himfelf, that your Excellency 
yourfelf will own (without deciding whether Mr. Stan- 
hope had Right or not to give his Proteétion to M. de 
Ripperda) that after all that had paffed between his Ca- 
tholick Majefty, his Minifters, and the faid Mr. Stan- 
hope, it was requifite at leaft, according to all Rules, 
that before Soldiers were fent to his Houfe, the forefaid 
Refolation of the Council of Gaftile fhould have been 
notify’d to him in Form, and that his Catholick Majefty 
had determined, in Confequence of that Refolution, to 
take the faid Duke out of his Houfe by Force, in Cafe 
he would not deliver him up ; aud that they fhould have 
waited to fee what Effect that Notification would have 
produced ; there being nothing that could have juftify’d 
in fuch a Cafe the Violation of the Immunities of an 
Embaffador’s Houfe, but the utmoft Neceflity. 

Thus, Sir, having laid before you without any Dif- 
guife the Fat in Queftion, in Anfwer to the Extratis 
of Letters you gave me; the King my Matter hopes, 
that this Affair being placed in its true Light, his Ca- 
tholick Majefty will difcover fo clearly, how much it 
concerns his own Intereft, as being one of the Powers of 
Europe moft to be refpeSted, to prevent the Confequences 
which might be drawn from fuch an Example of the 
Violation of the Immunities of publick Minifters ; that 
he will be pleafed to take upon himfelf the Care of or- 
dering on this Occation all neceflary Reparation to be 
made, for preferving the Privileges which have ever 
been annexed to that Charaéter. This the King my Ma- 
fter expeéts from the Wiftom and Juftice of his Catlo- 
lick Majefty, and that he will thereby enable Him the 
better to a&t anfwerably on . +o to the Affurances 
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of .a fincere and inviolable Friendfhip which you have 
given on his Catholick Majefty’s Part, in purfuance of 
the Orders contained in the forefaid Extracts. I am, 
with the moft profound Regard, 

SIR 





Your Excellency’s 
Moft humble and mof? obedient Servant, 
Holles Newcaftle. 


The four Letters referred to above by the Duke of New- 
caftle, are the following. 


I. Letter from the Marquefs de la Paz to the Duke of 
Ripperda. 

STR, 

HE King our Mafter having thought fit to admit 

the Reprefentation your Excellency made to him 
Yefterday, to retire from the Employments which his 
Majefty had conferred upon your Excellency; he has 
refolved to favour your Excellency with the Grant of a 
Penfion of 3000 Piftoles a Year, till his Majefty does for 
the future employ your Excellency in his Service, in 
fuch Manner as may appear to him moft convenient. I 
acquaint your Excellency with this, by his Majefty’s 
Order, that you may be informed of the Royal Refolu- 
tion in the one and the other Matter. Iam, &. 


From the Palace, the Juan Baptifia de Orendayn. 
w 14th of May, 1726. 


MI. Letter from the Marquefs de la Paz to Mr. Stanhope. 


SIR, 

HE King is perfe&tly affured of the Honour of the 
Word your Excellency has given his Majefty, to 

keep the Duke of Ripperda in your Houfe: But as all 
the Precautions your Excellency may take, may per- 
haps not be fufficient to hinder fome Folly or Diforder 
which that Gentleman might attempt, his Majefty has 
refolved, for the greater Security, that fome Soldiers 
fhall be pofted in the Neighbourhood and Avenues of 
your Excellency’s Houfe, who may be vigilant to hin- 
der all Irregularity which that Duke might undertake 
without your Excellency’s Knowledge: There not inter- 
vening in this Affair the leaft Diftruft on the Part of his 
Majefty, for what relates to yout Excellency ; but only 
: to 
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to take the greater Precaution for his Security: Which 
his Majefty has ordered me to acquaint your Excellency 
with, that you may not in any Manner doubt of his 
Royal Confidence. Iam, &. 





From the Palace the Suan Baptifta de Orendayn. 
16th of May, 1726. 


Il. Letter fromthe Marquefs de la Paz to Mr.Stanhope. 


SIR, 

HE King my Mafter being perfwaded, from what 

the Duke of Ripperda himfelf has exprefied by 
Word of Mouth and in Writing, that the only Motive 
he had to retire to your Excellency’s Houfe, was to feek 
an Afylum in its Immunity againft the Infults which he 
_might apprehend from the Pedplée of Madrid, for he 
could not fear any Harm on the Patt of his Majefty, who 
with fo much Diftinction and Pity had removed him 
from his.Royal Feet ; his Majefty has thought fit, for 
putting an End tothe Scandal which the Retreat of the 
Duke into your Excellency’s Houfe gives, to take Mea- 
fures for hisSecurity, and to render him fafe from all 
Sufpicion ahd Apprehenfion; andin this Intention his 
Majefty orders me to tell your Excellency, that it will 
be very agreeable to him that the Duke retire from your 
Excellency’s Houfe, and that you make ufe of the Mea- 
fures and Precautions which his Majefty offers for his 
intire Security againft all Attempts of the People ; fince 
by thefe Means all the Motive ceafes, which the Duke 
has had, to claim the Immunity of your Excellency’s 
Houfe ; and his Majefty promifes himfelf, and hopes 
from your Excellency’s Prudence and Refleétion, that 
you will forthwith difpofe him to it. Tam, &c. 


From the Palace the Jj. B. de Orendayn. 
18th of May, 1726. 


IV. Letter from the Marque/s de la Paz to Mr. Stanhope. 


SIR 
Be E King my Mafter knows your Excellency’s 
Comiprehenfion, and confiders that your Excellency 
is well informed of the Circumftances of the prefent 
Cafe of the Duke of Ripperda, fo as not to fuppofe your 
Excellency is ignorant of the prejudicial ee 
whic 
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which would refult againft his Royal Authority over 
his Minifters, if the Temerity of the Duke were con- 
{ented to, and if his Majefty fhould hearken to the Pro- 





pofitions he would make, becaufe he finds himfelf, as he | 


thinks,abfolutel y fheltered by the Immunity of your Ex- 
cellency’s Houfe. What a fcandalous Example would it 
not be! which would authorize every Minifter of his 
Majefty, and of every other Sovereign, to be wanting 
to their Duty, in hopes of being able to retire afterwards 
to the Houfe of a Publick Minifter, and to withdraw 
himfelf from the Jurifdittion of his Sovereign, even in 
his own Court: This Refleftion, as well as others of no 
lefs Weight, may induce your Excellency to follicite a- 
new the Duke of Ripperda, and to perfwade him to re- 
tire out of your Excellency’s Houfe, by making ufe 
only of the Precaution which his Majefty has offered for 
his Security againft the Infults of the People of Madrid, 
as I had the Honour to acquaint your Excellency in my 
Letter of the 18th Inftant by Order of his Majefty, who 
commands me to declare again to your Excellency the 
particular Satisfaftion with which his Majefty will com- 
mend your Excellency, if you will apply yourfelf to 
bring the Duke to Reafon, .and to perfwade him to ad- 
mit and make ufe, without Reftriction, of the Precau- 
tions his Majefty will take for his Security as foon as he 
will quit your Excellency’s Houfe: His Majefty pro- 
mifing himfelf, with all Confidence in your Excellen- 
cy’s Prudence, that you will take this Step with all the 
Afctivity that is proper, to the End it may prove the 
Sincerity with which your Excellency interefts yourfelf, 
to get rid of this Perplexity, which cannot but incom- 
mode you. Iam, &e. 


From the Palace the 7. B. deOrendayn. 
21ftof May, 1725. : 





Letter from the Marquefs dela Paz to Mr. Stanhope. 


St. Iidefonfo, Aug. 17, 1726. 
SIR, 


B* repeated Accounts brought by Expreffes fince the 


15th Inftant, his Majefty has been informed, that 

the Englifh Squadron, commanded by Admiral Fennings, 
has viewed the Coafts of St, Andero, approached that 
Port, 
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Port, and fince entered that of Santona, being permitted 
fo todo by the commanding Officers of thofe Parts, on 
the Faith of the Friendfhip and good Correfpondence 
which they know fubfifts and is cultivated on the Part 
of the King my Mafter with his Britannick Majefty, in 
which they were likewife confirmed by Admiral en- 
nings’s Proteftations of Peace, and by the Pretext of ta- 
king in frefh Water alledged for the Neceflity of enter- 
ing that Port, which he did without any Refiftance, 
and without the leaft Damage from the Cuaftles on the 
Coaft. But asthe King finds it neceffary for his Cone 
du&t, to know immediately his Britannick Majefty’s pre- 
cife Intentions by this Motion, and the true Defigns of 
the faid Squadron, his Majefty has ordered me for that 
Purpofe only, to difpatch this Courier to your Excel- 
lency with all Expedition, and in his Royal Name to 
write you this Letter, that in your Anfwer (which his 
Majefty expeéts by the fame Courier) your Excellency 
may exprefly declare, without any Equivocation, and 
with all Clearnefs, what are the true Intentions of his 
Britannick Majefty, and the real Defigns of the Englijh 
Squadron ; for if your Excellency does not immediately 
anfwer Categorically, and without Equivocation, his 
Majefty will take fuch Meafures and give fuch Orders 
as fuit his Royal Service. Iam, Sir, Ge. 

Don. Fuan Baptifia de Orendayn. 





Letter from Mr. Stanhope to the Marque/s de la Paz. 


Madrid, Aug.17, 1726. 

"SIR, 
I Have juit received the Letter which you have done 
me the Honour to write to me, this Day at Noon, 
acquainting me that his Catholick Majefty had received 
repeated Advices fince the 15th Inftant, that the Engli/h 
Squadron commanded by Admiral ‘Jennings had viewed 
the Coafts of St. Andero and approached that Port, and 
afterwards entered that of Santona, which the command- 
ing Officers at thofe Places had permitted, trufting to 
the Friendfhip and good Correfpondence which they 
know fubfifts and is cultivated on the Part of his Catho- 
lick Majefty with the King my Mafter, in which the 
Proteftations of Peace made by Admiral ‘Jennings con- 
firmed them ; and that under the Pretext of taking in 
frefh Water in that Port, he entered it without any Re- 
fiftance, or the leat Damage from the Forts on the — 
ut 
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but that his Catholick Majefty finding it neceflary for 
his Conduét, to know immediately the real Intentions 
of his Britannick Majefty by this Motion, and the true 
Defigns of the faid Squadron, had ordered you to difpatch 
this Exprefs to me with all Diligence, and to write to § 
me in his Name the faid Letter, tothe End that in my 
Anfwer, which, his Catholick Majefty expeéts by the 
fame Exprefs, I thould declate without any Equivoca 
tion, and with all Clearnefs, the true Intentions of the 
King my Mafter, and the Defigns precifely of the Eng. 
lifh Squadron ; and that in Cafe I do not immediately 
anfwer Categorically, and without Equivocation, his 
Catholick Majefty will take the neceflary Meafures and 

give Orders proper for his Service. 

Upon which I have the Honour to tell you, that not 
having had any Order from the King my Mafter upon 
the Subjeét of the Categorical Declaration which his Ca- 
tholick Majefty demands of me, I durft not take upon 
me togive it, even were I informed of the true Inten- 
tions of the King in fending this Squadron ; but if that 
will be agreeable to his Catholick Majefty, I will in- 
flantly difpatch a Courier to London with your faid 
Letter, that I may receive, without Lofs of Time, Or- 
ders from my Court thereupon ; and ’till he returns, his 
Catholick Majefty may be affured, that the faid Admi- 
ral durft not have made any Declaration or Proteftation 
that was not exattly conformable to his Inftruftions, 
and to the King’s true Intentions. 

I fhall be much obliged to you, Sir, if you will be 
pleafed to let me know To-morrow, whether his Catho- 
lick-Majefty approves my difpatching a Courier to my 
Court, as I have propofed ; and if he does, you will be 
pleafed to fend me an Order at the fame Time for Poft- 
Horfes. I am, &. 





Wm, Stanhope. | 
Letter from the Marque/s dela Paz to Mr. Stanhope. 


St. Ildefonfo, Aug. 19, %7 26. 


SIR, 

rem King has read your Excellency’s Anfwer to 

the Letter which, by his Reyal Order, I had the , 
Honour to write to your Excellency the fame Day, to 
defire you to declare the Intentions of his Britannitk 
Majefty, and the Defigns of the Englifh Squadron com- 
manded by Admiral Jennings, which had appeared - oe 
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Coafls of St. Andero, and afterwards entred the Port of 
Santona, under Pretext of taking in Water, And his Ma- 
jelty obferving, that you Excellency not having any Or- 
er from the King your Mafter, to make the Categorical 
Declaration which his Majefty dernainded, your Excel- 
lency durft not take upon you to give it, even though 
you fhould have been inform’d of his Britannick Majefty’s 
true Intentions in fending the faid Squadron ; but that 
your Excellency offered, if it might be agreeable to his 
Majefty to difpatch a Courier to London with my faid 
Letter, to the End you might receive without lofs of 
Time the proper Orders thereupon from your Court; 
and that his Majefty in the mean Time, ‘till the Return 
of the Courier, might be affur’d the faid Admira] had 
not dar’d to make any Declaration or Proteftation what- 
foever, but what was exaétly conformable to his Inftruc- 
tions and to his Britannick Majefty’s true Intentions: 
Upon this Reprefentation the King agrees, for the End 
your Excellency propofes, to your difpatching a Courier 
to the Court of London; his Majefty being pleas’d to ex- 
prefs himfelf further, that as he hoped to know diflinét- 
ly the Intentions of his Britannick Majefty in the Defti- 
nation and Defigns of that Squadron commanded by Ad- 
miral ennings, fo his Majefty defires to know likewife 
the Defigns of the other Squadron fent to. the Seas of 
America; fince, if as is given out, both the one and the 
other of thofe Squadrons are employ’d, for the Protection 
and Security of the Commerce of the Briti/h Nation, the 
King not having interrupted nor molefted hitherto that 
which the Subjeéts of England carry on lawfully in all 
his Majefty’s Dominions, and taken Care only to put a 
Stop to unlawful Commerce in the Weft-Indies, which is 
prohibited to all Nations by the Laws of thefe and thofe 
Kingdoms, and no lefs by Virtue of what is ftipulated 
and articled in the very Treaties of Peace and Commerce 
with England; all Pretext ceafes, and his Britannick Ma- 
jefty may recall the faid Squadron fent to America for 
the Security of his Commerce, feeing his Majefty has 
not hitherto difturb’d it, nor does he a€tually interrupt 
or hinder it now: And upon both Points his Majetty 
will expe&t a fincere and Categorical Anfwer from his 
Britannick Majefty, for the regulating his further Deli- 
berations; he having this Day, and ’till a pofitive De- 
claration comes of the Defigns of each of the faid Squa- 
drons, been pleafed to take the Refolution to fend Order's 
to all his Commanders of the Ceafts and Ports of this 
E Peninfula 
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Peninfula, that they do not in any Manner petmit the 
faid Squadron intire, nor any Ships that are Part of it, 
to approach or enter any Port of all Spain; and in cafe 
they fhould defire Provifions or frefh Water, they thall 
only be permitted to fetch it with a few fmal] Boats or 
ShaJlops. This his Majefty has ordered me to notify to 
your Excellency, that you may be appriz’d of it, at the 
fame Time fending you the Order for Poft-Horfes, that 
the difpatching of the Courier may not be delayed. 


Iam, &c. 
Don Juan Baptifia de Orendayn. 





Mr. Stanhope’s Memorial to the King of Spain, Sept. 24, 

1726. 

SIR, 

HE underwritten Ambaffador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannick Majefty, h.ving 
tranfmitted to his Court the Letters (Copies of which 
are fubjoyned) that paffed between the Marquefs de la 
Paz, and him the 17th and roth of Auguft laft, on Oc- 
cafion of the Arrival of the Briti/h Squadron on the Coafts 
of Spain; receiv’d Yefterday by an Extraordinary Cou- 
rier Orders to reprefent thereupon to your Majefty, That 
the King his Mafter was very much furprized, as well 
at the Style as the Subftance of the Marquefs de Ja Paz.’s 
faid Letters, in which Expreffions are ufed, and Demands 
made, that are not ufual among the Miniflers of Princes 
who live together in Friendfhip; and that the King can- 
not conceive how your Majefty could take Alarm at the 
Fleet under Sir ‘ohn Jennings appearing on the Coatts of 
St. Andero, fince the Marquefs de /a Paz. himfelf acknow- 
ledges, that the Admiral, as foon as he arrived, affured 
the Spani/h Governors, that he was not come with an 
Intention to commit any Hoftility, but as a Friend and 
with pacifick Difpofitions, having been driven upon the 
Coafts by contrary Winds, and by the Neceflity of fup- 
plying himfelf there with frefh Water. 
That the King is likewife furprized, that your Ma- 
jefty yourfelf fhould not know the Reafons, and be fen- 
fible of the Neceflity, which obliged his Majefty to make 
thofe Naval Preparations; confidering the Engagements 
into which fome of the moit confiderable Powers of Eu- 
rope have of late entered, and of which his Majefty has 
complained fo often and f loudly. The Naval Arma- 
ments, and Equipments, which have been made in moft 
of 
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of the Ports of Spain: The Preparations of War, and the 
Motions of a confiderable Number of Spani/h Troops, to- 
wards that Part of their Coaft which lies neareft and 
moft convenient for executing an Enterprize on his Ma- 
jefty’s Dominions: The great Hopes of the Emiflaries 
and Adherents of the Pretender, who have publickly 
boafted of the Aififtance they fhould receive from thofe 
Parts: The Confidence they had in it, and which has 
appeared clearly in the pernicious and indifcreet Con- 
dué of fome among them, who have been lately received 
and favoured at Madrid; This, joyned with the In- 
trigues which have been carried on with the Mu/covites, 
and the Reafons his Majefty has to fufpett the ill De- 
figns upon which the three Ships were fent laft Year 
from Petersbourg to Cadiz, and thence to St. Andero: The 
Knowledge his Majefty had laft Winter, by the Avowal 
of the Minifter of Spain, that there was an offenfive Al- 
Jiance between the Courts of Madrid and Vienna; and 
that by ene of the Articles of that Alliance, it was 
ftipulated to ufe open Force to get Gibralter refiored to 
the King of Spain, a Place which his Majefty poffeffes 
by virtue of fo jut a Right: The great Subfidies which 
have been furnifhed to the Imperial Court, and which 
are not feen to be fettled by any Alliance that has yet been 
made publick: The notorious Infraf&tions which the Spa- 
nifh Guarda Coftas have for a long Time made, with re- 
fpe&t to the Commerce and Navigation of his Majefty’s 
Subjeéts in the Weft-Indies ; Infra€tions which have been 
fo often complained of without the leaft Appearance of 
Satisfa&tion or Reparation: Thefe things joyned together, 
are fufficient to exhibit clearly the Reafons which have 
induced his Majefty to take the Meafures he judged pro- 
per, and to equip the feveral Fleets which have put to 
Sea; and his Majefty’s Subje&ts would have had juft Caufe 
to complain, had not Care been taken for the Security of 
the Kingdom, and of their Rights and Properties, which 
they faw threatened and in Danger. Wherefore his Ma- 
jefty expeéts, that his Ships of War will be fuffered to 
enter, and be received into the Ports of Spain, in the 
Manner conformable to what has been regulated by the 
feveral Treaties that a€tually fubfift between the two 
Nations. 

The faid Ambaffador has | ikewife Order to take this 
Occafion to inform his Catholick Majefty, of the Sur- 
prize the King is in, that no Satisfaction has yet been 
offered, upon the enemy and unjuftifiable Man- 

2 





ner 








36 The Hiftorical Regifler N° XLV 


ner of taking by Force out of his Houfe the Duke of 
Ripperda: A Proceeding of which he complained fome 
Time ago, in the Name and by the Command of his Ma- 
jefty. And laftly he has Order to fay, that the King is 
no lefs furprized at the Affront offered to his Majefty’s 
Conful refiding at St. Sebaftian, who was obliged to quit 
his Poft, and forced to go to Salamanca; contrary to the 
Law of Nations, and contrary to the Tenour of the Trca- 
ties which fubfift between the two Crowns. Done at 
Madrid the 24th of September, 1726. Wm. Stanhope, 





Letter from the Marque/s de la Paz ta Mr. Stanhope. 


St. Ildefonfo, Sep. 30, 1726. 
SIR, 

Urfuant to what your Excellency did me the Ho- 
nour to write to me in your Letter of the 24th of 
this Month, I immediately put into the Royal Hinds of 
the King my Mafter the Memorial which your Excel- 
Jency fent me dire&ted to his Majeftv, as a Reply made 
by vour Excellency (in Confequence of the Orders of 
his Britaanick Majeity your Mafter, which were receiv’d 
by the Return of a Courier difpatched to London, who 
brought them to your Excellency the 24th Inftant) to 
the Contents of two Letters which his Majefty com- 
manded me to write to you the 17th and roth of laf 
Month, the Copies of which with that of your Excel- 
lency’s Anfwer of the 17th are hereto fubjoined, as being 
the Bafis and Foundation of the faid Memorial, of the 
Contents of which his Majeity has been diftin@ly in- 

formed 
Notwithftanding his Majefty had Reafon to promife 
himfelf and to expe& from the Court of Great Britain a 
more clear, pofitive, and Satisfa&tory Anfwer, yet he is 
not at all furprized to fee, that the Englifh Miniftrv, (con- 
tinuing their bad Difpofition and Intentions, which they 
have for fome time difcovered by their Proceedings, tho’ 
they endeavour to palliate them by amicable Proteftations 
and Expreffions that have not been fpared on this Occa- 
fion) inftead of opening themfelves and giving a fincere 
and amicable Explanation, as was defired, touching the 
Deftingtion of the Squadrons commanded by the Admi- 
rals Hofier and “Jennings, going to the Seas of the Indies, 
and appearjng on the Coafts of this Kingdom ; have 
thought fit to make ufe of new Turns and {pecious Pre- 
texts, to multiply Complaints that are without Ground, 
and 
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and are intirely oppofite to the Candour and good Faith 
which his Majefty obferves religioufly towards his Friends 
and Allies; but are fuitablé to the Genius of the prefent 
Englifh Miniftry, as appears by thofe exaggerated airy 
Pretexts and Reafons which they accumulated to per- 
fwade the Parliament of the imaginary Dangers that 
threatned’ the Briti/h Crown and Nation, to induce and 
determine them to confent to the fitting out of fo many 
different Squadrons, with an Expence fo great and fo 
little needful. However, his Majetty has ordered me to 
declare to your Excellency, what the pure Force of 
Truth and his moft upright Intentions diétate to his 
Royal Heart, with Refpeét to the Sufpicions which his 
Britannick Majefty fhews of the Conduét of this Court. 

In the firft Place it is alledged, That naval Armaments 
and Equipments have been made in the Ports of Spains 
when it is certain and notorious to the World, that none 
extraordinary have been mide, nor fo confiderable as 
might give the leaft Apprehenfion to Ergland; notwith- 
ftanding the numerous Squidrons which with fo much 
Ardour, Application, and Diligence, were equipping and 
fending out of the Ports of England, gave Ground and 
fufficient Reafon to his Majefty to make like Prepara- 
tions -and Difpofitions ; efpecially when the Reports 
which were {pread at the fame time through all Parts of 
Europe, threatened the Dominions and Interefts of his 
Majefty in thefe Kingdoms and thofe of the Indies 3 and 
when thofe Reports were corroborated and confirmed by 
the Route taken by the faid two Squadrons, which have 
appeared before the Ports of the Weft-Indies, and thofe 
of thefe Kingdoms, 

The fame is to be faid, with Refpe&t to the Motions of 
aconfiderable Number of Troops towards the Coafts near- 
eft to Great Britain; with this Difference, that the Com- 
plaint of the King my Mafter on this Head is precedent 
and folidly founded, feeing it was the Arrival! of the 
Englifh Squadron in Sight of St. Andere that finally alar- 
med the Tranquility and good Faith in which we lived; 
as appears manifeftly by the little Preparations made in 
thofe Parts, where jut the neceflary Garrifons were main- 
tained, which cannot be leffened in Time of Peace, con- 
fidering former Examples, for fecuring from Sur prize and 
Danger the Docks made in the neighbouring Places for 
building Ships. 

As for encouraging the Pretender, it is not peflible 
to accufe his Majefty with Truth of having —— 
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Step, or hearkened to, much lefs given Affiftance in Sup- 
port of, his Defigns and Pretenfions to that Crown; the 
Condu& which has been obferv’d towards thofe very 
Emiffaries which are confufedly hinted at in your Ex- 
cellency’s Memorial,‘ being indeed the moft authentick 
Teftimony of his Majefty’s good Faith and religious 
Friendthip towards his Britannick Majefty ; but his Ma- 
jefty cannot anfwer for, nor charge himfelf with the Ru- 
mours on that Subjeé&t which the Adherents of the Pre- 
tender have fpread to encourage one another. 

It is not comprehenfible what Ground there is for 
fufpesting of il! Defigns, and for imputing to fufpicious 
Intelligence, the Admiflion into the Ports of Spain of 
three Merchant Ships of Mufcovy; which according to 
the Cuftom obferv’d towards all Nations that are Friends, 
had Entrance at Cadiz, and afterwards went to St. An- 
dero, totrafiick there: So that, in Truth, there muft be 
a great Propenfion to Sufpicion and Diftruft, to conceive 
it from fo innocent a Proceeding. 

As for the falfe Confidence which the Duke of Rip- 
perda made laft Winter to your Excellency, that an of- 
fenfive Alliance had been concluded, by which the Em- 
peror had exprefly engag’d himfelf for the recovering of 
Gibralter, his Imperial Majetty has already fufficiently 
endeavoured to undeceive his Britannick Majefty ; the 
Drift being only to remind his Britannick Majefty of the 
Promifes he has made on this Head, which neither his 
Majefty nor the Spani/h Nation can ever renounce. 

It is notcrious, that his Britannick Majefty has expen- 
ded and employ’d confiderable Sums lately in France, 
Pruffia, Sweden, Holland, and other Parts, to promote 
his Ends and accomplith his Negociations; yet hitherto 
the Catholick King my Mafter has never entred into the 
Curiofity to learn the Motives of thofe Expences; and 
this renders it the more ftrange, that his Britannick Ma- 
jefty thould come to ask an Account of the Reafons his 
Majefty has had to fend Subfidies, or not, to the Em- 
peror. 

The Complaint which has for its Subje&t the Condu& 
ef the Guarda Coftas, and which traduces their Opera- 
tions as Infraétions of Commerce, and of the Treaties, 
is in all Refpeéts the moft unjuft that could be formed ; 
becaufe thofe Ships have not done any Thing but in Dif- 
charge of their Duty, by hinderin much as poflible 
only the unlawful and clandeftine Commerce of all Na- 
tions in the Weft-Indies, from which they are fo folemnly 
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prohibited by Virtue of repeated Treaties, the Articles 
of which have hitherto been infringed, to the Prejudice 
of his Majefty, and of his Rights, of which it is attemp- 
ted todefraud him with fo much Infolence in his lawful 
Dominions; it not appearing, that on the Part of his 
Britannick Majefty the leaft Remedy has been ufed againtt 
the Condué of his Subjects, and thofe of other Powers 
in thofe Parts. 

Your Excellency concludes with declaring another 
" new Surprize of his Britanrick Majefty, that no Satisfac- 
tion has yet been given upon the taking of the Duke of 
Ripperda out of your Excellencies Houfe: But as that 
Refolution the King my Matter took was no lefs well 
weigh’d, than fully juftifiable before God and Man, and fo 
confurmable to the Law of Nations, that no Violation of 
your Excellencies Chara&er, nor of the Proteétion of the 
Houfe diftinguifh’d by the Arms of Great Britain, can 
be argued from it; the Reafons confider’d which his Ma- 
jefty had the Goodnefs to exhibit to the Publick in the 
circular Letter that he order’d me to write to all his Mint‘- 
fters in foreign Courts, and particularly at that of Londovt, 
to the End his Britannick Majefty might be informed of 
the Fa&t, and to thofe of other Powers refiding at this 
Court; his Majeftv does not fee Caufe to fpeak or think 
any more of that Affair, féeing there are neither Means 
nor Neceflity for the Accommodation demanded. 

To juftifv the more by Effetts his Majefty’s Condu&, 
and that by them a right Judgment may be form’d of his 
Britannick Majetty’s Intentions, and of the Expedition of 
his Squadrons, the King has order’d me to fend to your Ex- 
cellency Copies hereto annexed of the authentick Advi- 
ces which he receiv’d from the Havana fince your Excel- 
Jency prefented your Memorials that it may be feen 
whether the Operations of Admiral Hofier and his Squa- 
dron at Portobello are worthy of a Prince who gives fuch 
Affurances of the Subfiftance of his Friendfhip as does his 
Britannick Majeftv, and who complains fo much of Infrac- 
tions on the King’s Part, without being able to prove the 
leatt Hoftilitv, Difregard, or Aétion, that is not confor- 
mable to the beft Correfpondence. 

In the Surpofition of this Fa&, which his Majefty can- 
not avoid deeming a Violation of the reciprocal good Cor- 
refpondence and of the Peace, as well from the Hoftilities 
committed, as thofe which fhall have been continu’d in 
America; he will fee himfelf obliged to take the Mea- 
fures that are moft conducive to the Honour and Dignity 
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of his Crown, and to the Security of his Dominions and 
of his Subjects; unlefs his Britannick Majefty. difpofes 
and orders without Delay the making fpeedy Satisfaction 
and Reparation. 





AtSt. Ildefonfo, the 
goth of Septem- Don ‘Juan Baptifia de Orendayn, 
ber, 1726. 


Copy of the Depofition of Don Diego Ramos before the or: 
dinary Judges of the City of Trinidad de Cuba, the 28th 
of July 1726. 


HE Judges caufed immediately to appear before 

them Dun Diego Ramos inhabitant of this City, Paf- 
fenger in the Veffel named in the A&, and adminiftred 
to him the Oath which he took according to Law in the 
Name of God our Lord and the holy Crofs; and queftion- 
ing him upon the Matter contain’d in the faid A@, he 
‘declared as follows, 

That he was at Portobello at the Time when twelve 
Englifh Ships of War appeared there; which was the 
Sunday of the holy Trinity this Year that they were 
four Ships of the Line and eight Frigates; that the fame 
Day the Prefident of Panama who was at Portobello know- 
ing they were come to an Anchor at Baftimentos, fent a 
Meffenger, to complain to their Commander in Chief, 
and demind why ‘they were come‘upon thofe Coafts 5 
that they anfwered the next Day, that they were. come 
by Order of their Sovereign, to convoy the Englifh. licen- 
fed Ship whith was with the Galleons; which Anfwer 
was brought by fome Englifh of the faid Squadron,, ha- 
wing among them one of the Faétors of Cartagena of the 
Affiente de Negros-in a Barge, which entered the Port, 
giving an Account at the fame Time (being required) 
that there-was on War between the two Crowns; that 
the Englifh licenfed Ship and a Packet-Boat which were 
in the Port ‘were deliver’d to them; that the Prefident 
feeing they did not depart, fent to ask them why they 
remain’d at Anchor on the Coaft; they anfwer’d: they 
could not retire "till new Order from. their Sovereign ; 
that four of the twelve Ships kept Guard from Bafti- 
mentos to Yflafuerte on the Coaft of Cartagena, out of 
Sight of Lind; and that the Englifh whenever they plea- 
fed went to Portobello in their Shallops, and walked about 
without regarding the Prefident or the General and a 
mira 
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miral of the Galleons; and having met on the Coafts of 
Portobello a Bylander which came from Sanéti E/piritus, 
‘they flopped it and opened the Letters, and return’d them 
open, and let the Bylander go, being defirous to learn 
News of Sig. Caftagnetta whether he was come from Spain 
with the Squadron expeéted in Spani(fh America; that Pro- 
vifions being wanted at Por‘opelio, a Council of War was 
held, in which it was refulv’d to ask Paflage of the 
English Squadron, that the Spenifh Barks might go to fetch 
Provifions from Cartagena to Portuveilo; that the English 
Corhmander granted them Paffage, on Condition they 

were only in Ballaft without Plate or Fruits; and in 

fhort that all the Motions of the faid Frg/i/a Squadron 

betoKened War; that the lait Thing the Deponent faw, 

the fame Day he came out of Portobello tor this City 

(in company of twelve Bvlanders, with two Spani/h Con- 

vovs bound for Chagre iaden with Goods to be tranf- 

ported to Panama taken out of the Galleons) was, that 

one of the Engli/fh Ships of the Line which lay outer- 

moft, made Sail towards the faid Veffels, which there- 

upon fled back to PortoSello, where moft of them entred, 

and the reft paifed near to the Ship which let them pafs 

and went under the Cannon of the Caftle, and afterwards 

put out again to Sea and fail’d aways; and the Bylander 

in which the Deponent came, purfu’d her Voyage, and 

he knows no more; and that all he has declar’d is pub- 

lick and notorioufly true, under an Oath, the Sanétity 

ef which, and the Importance to his Majefty’s Service, 

were reprefented to him at the fame Time it was adini- 

nittred to him, and he took it; declaring that he was 34 

Years old, and figning with the Judges Bernal-Fernan- 

dez.- Diego Kamos, betore me Scdaftian de Cala Notary Pub- 

lick. 





Copy of a Letter from Don Antonio Serrano, Contmadore of 
the Squadron, at the Havana the 8th of Auguft, 1726. 


HE Governor acquainted me the Night of the 4th 

Inftant, that he had Advicc bv a Letter of the 16th 
of Fuly from Portobello, that the Galleons were there, 
and that twelve Englifh Ships lay off that Port, which 
having fent to demand the licenfed Ship and a Packet- 
Boat which were in that Port, they wete deliver'd to 
them; that out of the Twelve, four Frigates were de- 
tached which cruized on the Coaft from the faid Port to 
Yfafuerte and Cattagena ; - one of our Frigates coming 
7 out 
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out of Portobello with two Bylanders for Chagre, an Englifh 
Ship followed them, and overtaking them, made them go 
back to the faid Port, without doing them any other 
Damage ; that the Engli/h Boats come and go at Portobello; 
that the Men go afhore and walk where they pleafe ; that 
the Prefident of Panama Alderete was at Panama, where 
Don Antonio de Caftegnetta was not arriv’d, nor had they 
any News of him. 

By another Letter from Portobello written to one of 
this Place, the fame Thing almoft is advifed, adding, 
that the Treafure had been remov’d to Cruzes, whic 
is within feven Leagues of Panama. 








Letter from the Count de Morville .to the Nuncio Maffei, 
O&tober 17, 1726. 


SIR, 

Aving communicated to the Embaffador of England 

the Letter which your Excellency has received 
from the Nuncio in Spain, he told us, That he had not 
any Account of what Admiral Hofer had done in Ame- 
rica, but that all he could anfwer till he had fuller In- 
formation, was, That at the Time his Catholick Maje- 
{ty is demanding fpeedy Satisfa€tion upon pretended 
Hoftilities, of which he knows nothing, he cannot help 
taking Notice, that Mr. Stanhope having made Complaint 
to his Catholick Majefty, of the Infults made on the 
Embaffador and Subjetts of his Britannick Majefty re- 
fiding in Spain, has not only been hitherto unable to 
obtain Reparation, but no explicite Anfwer has been 
returned to him 3 that the Spaniards were the firft who 
began to violate the Faith of Treaties on feveral Occa- 
fions, as is fet forth in the Memorial which Mr. Stan- 
hope has prefented to the Spani/h Miniftry ; that he will 
write tohis Court, to acquaint them with the Letter 
from the Nuncio in Spain, and will communicate to us 
the Anfwers. Wherefore his Majefty, who will not 
do any Thing but in Concert with the King of Great 
Britain and his other Allies, has thought fit to wait for 
what that Prince will anfwer upon the Subjett of M. 
Aldobrandini’s Letter: But at the fame Time he fees 
with Concern, that inftead of recurring to Methods of 
Pacification, the Catholick King threatens to make War, 
and expreffes this in fuch injurious Terms againft the 
Englifh Miniftry, that he feems bent to force the Engli/i 
toa Rupture; the Confequence of which will be, that 
; notwith- 
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actwithftandmg his Majefty’s fincere Intentions to pre- 
ferve the Peace of Europe, he will find himfelf obliged 
to affift his Allies, who will demand theSuccours he is 
bound to furnifh them, in Cafe they be attacked. That 
in the mean Time, his Majefty is always difpofed to 
enter into all the reafonable Ways of Pacification, and 
will not renounce them, "till he fhall find himfelf forced 
to it by his Engagements. 





Letter from the Count de Morville, his moft Chriftian Maje- 
Sty’s Secretary of State, to Mr.Walpole, EmbafJador from 
the King of Great Britain at the Court of France. 


Fontainebleau, Nov. 11; 1726. 

SIR, 

Hough his Majefty was already informed in gene- 

ral of the Grievances of the King of Great Britain, 

yethe has received a more ample and particular Know- 

ledge of them by the Memorial which your Excellency 

has communicated here, and which has been fent to Mr. 

Stanhope, for him to form upon it the Anfwer that has 
been demanded on the Part of the Court of Madrid. 

I might here repeat to your Exceilendy the Affu- 
rances which the King has fo often cauféd to be given to 
the King of Great Britain, of his Majefty’s- Refolution 
to perform all his Engagements in their utmoft Extent ; 
and to look upon whatever fhall be attempted againft the 
King of Great Britain and his other Allies, as done to 
himfelf: But to give ftill a more»particular Proof of 
his Majefty’s Confidence in thatPrince, and of the Con- 
cert in which he is determined to.aét-in what relates 
to all the common Interefts, hehas: been pleafed to or- 
der me to fend to your Excell@icy,»a Copy of his An- 
{wer to the Court of Madrid, to be tranfmitted by the 
Nuncio Maffei.. The King of Great Britain will fee by 
it, that his Majefty perfifts in demanding the entire 
Satisfaction of his Allies, and that he does not leave the 
King of Spain the leaft Doubt, that if under Pretext of 
what is pretended to have been done by Admiral Hofier 
in America, or for any one of the Reafons alledged by 
the Marquefs de la Paz in his Letter of the 20th of Sep- 
tember \aft to Mr. Stanhope, the King of Great Britain, 
or his other Allies, fhall be attacked or molefted, he is 
tefolved to make ita common Caufe with them, and to 
afift them, in Execution of the Engagements he hes 
contraéted, and from which — declares becan never de- 

2 part. 
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part. ' In this your Excellency may therefore affure the 
King your Mafter, there will be no Variation at any 
Time, or under any Pretext whatever. lam, 
SIR, Your Excellency’s 
moft humble and moft 
obedient Servant, -- 
De Morville. 





Letter written by the Count de Merville to the Nuncio 
Maffei, Nov. 11, 1726. 

STR, 

OUR Excellency has feen by the Letter which I 

had the Honour to write to you the 17th of Jatt 
Month, the Reafons which-hindered his Majefty from 
anfwering diflin@ly to the Propofition which .the King 
of Spain had been wrought upon to make to his Majefty, 
to declare -himfelf againft the King of Great Britair, 
under(Pretext, that he having firft infringed the Peace, 
by the) pretended | Hoftilities: committed in America by 
Admira! Hofier, the Engagements meerly Defenfive 
which his Majeity has contratted with England and other 
Powers, do no longer fubfitt. 

Though Ihave already acquainted your Excellency 
with Part of the Grievanees which Mr. Walpole had 
alledged, inthe Name of the King his Mafter, againft 
the Court of ‘Madrid, his Majefty thought fit to have 
them more particularly ftated to him, that he might not 
aét but after mature and fetious Deliberation: Where- 
upon the King of: Great Britain has caufed the Memo- 
rial to be communicated to him, which he fends to Mr. 
Stanhope, containing dm accurate Deduétion of all that 
has paifed fince the: Treaties of Vienna, and appearing 
not to have addedany Thisig but upon Faéts that are 
either Publick, or proved by Informations which the 
King of Great Britain affirms he has in his Hands. 

I muft not conceal from your Excellency, that his 
Majefty’s Council was ftruck extremely with al] the 
Proofs by which his Britannick Majefty makes out, that 
the Court of Spain were the tirft who, by previous Pro- 
ceedings, made a Breach: in the Peace of Europe; and 
that it was They who gave Birth to Alarms and Di- 
ftrufts, fufficient to kindle a new War, unlefs the Ju- 
ftice and Piety of the King of Spain apply the necef- 
farv Remedies. 

Neither muft I conceal from your Excellency, that 
his Majefly is actually required toexecute the Engage- 

ments 
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ments he has contra&ted with the King of Great Bri- 





‘ tain; on the Motives, that the Safety of his Govern- 


ment, as well as that of his Subjetts, is really attack’d 
by Proje&ts that he has the Proofs of, the making Ufe 
of which his been deferred, anly in hopes that a gene> 
ral Reconciliation might be brought about, which might 
have diflipated all the Outrages cpible of new kindling 
War. 

It is in this View, that the King has exerted all his 
Efforts to eftablifh a mutual good Intelligence between 
the Courts of France and Madrid, and his Majefty is not 
afhamed to avow, that he has not ceafed to make the 
moft pathetick and the moft preffing Inflances to obtain 
it. He thought he might rcafonably flatter himfelf, 
that the Goodnefs of Heart of the Catholick King, his 
Tendernefs for the King his Nephew, and all the Proofs 
of Zeal and Refpe& which he has received from the 
French Nation, would eafily difpofe him to fo juft and 
natural a Reconciliation : But his Majefty is forced ‘to 
acknowledge, that he has met with nothing from the 
King his Uncle but Refufals, and the moft-fettled Indis 
cations of an abfolute Indifference. 

What is yet the more furprizing, is, that at the Time 
when the King of Spain is exhaufting his Country of afl 
the Gold and Silver, to give immenfe Subfidies to a Fo- 
reign Power, he owes above Eighty Millions to. Frencé 
for the Succours which Lewis XIV. furnifhed him, by 
Land and Sea, to fix that Prince on the Throne of Spain ; 
and is it pofible to be perfwaded after this, that the 
Treaty of Vienna is only Defenfive ? 

But without offering here to remind his Catholick 
Majeity of the Obligations he has to a Nation, which 
will never repent of having facrificed their Fortunes and 
Lives for a Prince of the Blood of theit Kings, and to 
keep only to what regards his Majefty’s Allies, whofe 
Intereft affe&ts him no lefs than hisown; your Excel- 
Jency will obferve, that independently of the Treaty 
of Hanower, his Majefty wag before engaged by the 
Treaties of the Triple and Quadruple Alliances, to affilt 
the King of Great Britain in Cafe of Difturbance in his 
Dominions, and to fupport the Republick of Holland 
in thé Rights which they had acquired by the Treaties 
of Munfter, of which they have ever fince been in Pof- 
fefion, and which the King of Spain himfelf has acknow- 
Jedged ascertain and inconteftable. ~ 


if 
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If his Catholick Majefty has changed his Opinion 
fince, and if he has thought fit to engage to fupport the 
Company of Oftend, which a little while before he judg- 
ed was eftablifhed unjuftly, and contrary to the Engage- 
ments of the Crown of Spain, his Majefty has no Rea- 
fen to follow his Example; and the Fidelity with which 
the King of Great Britain has obferved all the Points of 
the Alliance which he has contraéted with France,obliges 
his Majefty to be no lefs faithful on his Part. 





He therefore thinks him(felf bound to joyn with his © 


Allies, in demanding Satisfaétion of the Court of Spain, 
upon the feveral Grievances of which they have already 
complained; and to declare to his Catholick Majefty, 
that if under the Pretext of what is pretended to have 
been done by Admiral Hofier in America, or for any one 
of the Reafons alledged by the Marquefs de la Pax in 
his Letter of the 30th of September laft to Mr. Stanho 
he thinks fit to come to a Rupture with the King o 
Great Britain, or with the other Allies of France, his 
Majefty cannot excufe himfelf from afifting and fup 
Porting them, purfuant to his Engagements, againft all 
Powers who fhall attack them, and will make it aCom- 
mon‘Catfe with them. 

Nothing certainly could give his Majefty deeper Con- 
cern, than to be forced to come to that Extremity ; and 
he cannot but conjure the Catholick King to reflect ma- 
turely on the fatal Confequences of a War, which cannot 
but be imputed to his Catholick Majefty’s conftant Re- 
fufal to entér'into any Methods that might have procu- 
red the Reconciliation of the two Crowns. 

When your Excellency fends to Madrid the Anfwer 
which I have been ordered to make to you, you cannot 
too much affiure. the King of Spain of the tender Friend- 
thip which his Majefty bears to the King his Uncle, and 
of the fincere Defire he has to concur in a general Paci- 
fication, joyntly with his Allies, Iam, Gc. 


Letter from Mr. Stanhope to the Marquefs de la Paz. 


Madrid, Nov. 25, 1726. 

STR, 
Aving fent to my Court the Letter which you did 
me the Honour to write to me the 30th of Septem- 
ber jaft, in Anfwer to my Memorial of the 24th of aft 
Month, I have received Order from the King my Ma- 
fter,, to exprefs to you his Surprize at the Contents a 
the 
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the faid Letter, and his deep Concern to fee, that after 
his Majefty had explained himfelf in fo-clear and open 
a Manner upon the Reafons that induced him to make 
thofe Naval Armaments, of which the King of Spain 
had complained ; inftead of a dire&, plain, and fatis- 
faftory Reply which his Majefty expefied to the feveral 
Articles of my Memorial, his Catholick Majefty fhould 
have been prevailed upon to evade anfwering, and to 
have Recourfe to Advices come from the Weft Indies, to 
— giving the Satisfafiion that was demanded of 

im. 

As the King is moft fincerely and ardently aaGirous 
of maintaining a good Correfpondence with Spain, he 
could have heartily wifhed, that the Behaviour of his 
Catholick Majefty on this Occafion, had not laid him 
under an indifpenfible Neceflity of expofing, in its true 
Light, the whole Tenour of that Prince’s Condu& with 
Refpe&t to his Majefty, ever fince the Eftablifhment of 
that ftri& Union which now fubfifts between the Em- 
peror and Spain. From this fimple and naked Rehearfal 
of what has paffed it will evidently appear, that his 
Catholick Majefty, from the Time that he entred into 
Engagements with the Court of Vienna, has only waited 
for a favourable Opportuity to break with his Majetty, 


‘to attack his Dominions, and to endeavour to place the 


Pretender upon.the Throne of Great Britain. 

No fooner were the Treaties of Vienna concluded, but 
the Duke of Ripperda took the Liberty to throw out 
publickly threatening Difcourfes, and to muke Reflec- 
tions in the moft infulent Manner upon his Majefty and 
his Allies. I complain’d of this, but far from M. de 


_Ripperda’s receiving the leaft Reprimand on that Ac- 
“count, Part of what he had there given out was at that 


Time made good by the peremptory Demand of Gibral- 
ter, ccntain’d in the Letter the Marquefs de Grimaido 
wrote to me the 13th of July 1725, by Order of the King 
of Spain. It was formally declar’d in that Letter, ‘ That 
* the Continuance of the Alliance and of the Commerce 
‘of Englard with Spain, depended abfolutely on the im- 
* mediate Reflitution of Gibralter. This Declaration 
was confirm'd by the Language the Queen herfelf held 
to me, in an Audience I had foon after of their Catho- 
lick Majefties. 

There can be no ftronger Proof of their Catholick Ma- 
jefty’s Approbation of M. de Ripperda’s Behaviour, than 
the great Honours to which they promoted him, and the 
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entire Truitt they conferred on him, at his Return to 
Madrid: And as what he had given out at Vienna, re- 
lating to Gibraltar, was verified; fo from that Tiine 
Meafures were taken to make good what he had likewife 
faid there, ‘ That the King fhould be driven out of his 
© Dominions, and the Pretender placed upon the Throne 
* of Great Britain. For'this Purpofe, a Perfon of Note, 
with whom that Minifter had contrafted a moft intimate 
Acquaintance during his Stay at Vienna, was fent from 
Rome*to Madrid, with credential Letters from the Pre- 
tendergand had frequent Conferences with the Spanifh 
Minifters ; who jointly with him formed Projeéts for 
invading his Majefty’s Dominions: For carrying on this 
Defign, Preparations were made conformably to thofe 
Proje&s, and a Body of Troops was fent to the Coafts of 
Galicia and Bifcay; for the tranfpaging of which, the 
Ships that have been fince fent fr0M Spain to the Weft- 
Indies, and the Ruffian Men of War then in Spain, were 
to have been employed. For though you have been 
pleafed to affert, that the Mu/covite Ships came only 
on a trading Voyage, yet his Majeity has at this Time 
in his Hands undeniable Proofs of their having been fit- 
ted out at the Expence of the Pretender’s Adherents, 
and fent from Mu/covy on Purpofe to be made ufe of in 
an Expedition againft his Majetty: For this End it was, 
that they were fent from Cadiz, to St. Andero, to be rea- 
dy for that Service. Nothing hindered the Execution of 
this Enterprize, but the vigorous Refolutions of the 
“Parliament, and the Preparations they enabled his Ma 
jefty to make, by fitting out his Fleets for the Defence 
aad Security of his Dominions. 


_ 


As .to the Secret offenfive Alliance of which M. de 


Ripperda made the Difcovery laft Winter; not only to 
me, but likewife to the Embaffador of Holland; though 
you are pleafed to call this a falfe Confidence; yet it is 
freely left to the Judgment of every impartial Perfon, 
who will but obferve, that he who declar’d to two Em- 
baffadors, that there was really a fecret offenfive Abli- 
ance, was aftually prime Minifter to his Catholick Ma- 
jetty, who honoured him with his intire Confidence ; 
that i¢ was He who had himfelf ntade the Treaties of 
Vienna, and who confequently knew better than any one 
the Truth of what he faid to the Minifters of two great 
Powers, to whom he was giving Audience; that he never 
denied he had made fuch a Declaration, when it was 
publickly talked of ; that he was never difown’d in 0 
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By the King his Mafter, who contiued him a long Time 





‘after in’ his Miniftry, with the fame Truft, and the 


fame Authority; and, in a Word, that fuch his Dif- 
covery of a fecret offenfive Treaty, was néver alicdged 
for one of the Caufes of his Difgrace. 

‘°'The Emperor’s eftablifhing the Eaft-India Company: at 
Oftend, which carries on the Trade from thesice to the 
Haft-Indies; in Violation of the sth and 6th Articles of 
the Treaty of Munffer, and of feveral other Treaties a&tu- 
ally fabfifting, is an Offenfive A&t, which Great’ Britain 


-and Holland had and fill have @ Right to oppofe by opeh 


Force, and even to call upon their Allies for A flifiance 
to oppofe it the more fuccefsfully: Thdt his Catholick 
Majefty had this Senfe of it, appears by the repeated 
Reprefentations made to the Mediators by his Minifter's 
at the Congrefs of Cambray; and alfe by the Memori:! 
which the Marquéfs de: Pozobuéno prefented at London 
the 5th of April 1724, wherein among offer things be 
he fets forth, * That if after all ‘that had betn repreé- 
* ferited' to his Imperial Majefty on the Patt df the States 
* Gefieral of the United Provinces, feconded in the flrong- 
* eft manner by the High Allies, the Ceffion of the Ne- 
* therlands fould coitie'to be confirmed by Spain, with- 
* out refer'ving exprefly to itfelf the exclufive Right on 
“the Navigation to the Indies in general, and without 
* Exception; the Confequence would be, rhat the States 
* Géneral would be rightly intitled to demand Satisfac- 
* tion. of Spain for having thereby made a gréat Infra€tion 
© in the Treaty of Munfter ; and further, being not able 
* to enjoy the Effetts of the faid Treaty in this Particular, 
* they would be difengaged from the Reciprocal Obliga- 
* tion: to abftain’ from the Navigation of the Spanijfh In- 
dis; His Catholick Majefty then looking wpon the Efta- 
Blifhment of that Company to be fo much againft the 


Faith of Treaties, that he infitted! frongly wor’ this 


Affait’s- Ueing browght before the Congrefs, in order to 


Ahave the {aid Company abolifhed. 


This Demand deferves the more Obfervation, becaufe 
his Catholick Majefty made it of his own Motion, ha- 
ving* fent “the {wid Memorial ready drawn up to the 
Marquiefs' de Pozobueno, as that Minifler himfelt declares 
at the Béginnifig-of his Letter to the Duke of Newce/fle 
ril 1724: In that fante Letter, which 


‘atcompanied' the Mentorial, the gee a de Poxobuéne 
ty Bas refolved to 

pather becaufe he 
* is 


ainorig other Things’ fays, ‘ His Maj 
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is fenfible ghey! are equally interefted in it: In that 
View, he, Has thought fir to order me to reprefent 
in his‘Nameé, thefe well-grounded Allegations, and to, 
vdo my fel€.the Honour to make Inftances to his Bri. 
tannick Majetty, to induce him to fend Orders to. his 
-Plenipoténtiaries at the Congrefs at Cambray; to the 
end that with thofe of his Majetty they may infift ups 
an the Abolition of the faid Company, and by Con: 
cert oppofe its Eftablifhment, as being very prejudi, 
cial, and of fuch’ pernicious Confequence to his Interetts, 
as well as to thofe of the mediating Powers, 
.. The Forbearance hitherto of Great-Britain and Hol- 
land to make ;Ufe of forcible. Means, neither can nor 
ought to be; interpreted to be.a Departure from their 
Right,, fince their Patience in an Affair they are fo. much 
interefted in and fo effential, has proceeded only from 
their Moderation and Defire to, try all other Methods, be- 
fore-they come to fuch Extremities.- In the mean,time, 
they have been’ f> far from acquiefeing in the Bitablith- 
ment of that Company, that ithey frequently, made 
ftrong .Reprefentations on this) Head_to-the ‘Imperial 
Court, and Jately tothat.of Spaint: How then could his 
Catholick Majefty grant his ProteStion to that Company, 
allow it Privileges in Trade contrary.to his Freaties with 
Great-Britain‘and Holland ? and even declare his Refo- 
jution to fupport it inall Events, asappears moft plain- 
ly from the Anfwer which his Catholick Majefty gave 
me,- when I defired to know, whether in Cafe the Em- 
peror would not agree to a Propofalfor adjufting that Af- 
fair which the King of, Spain himfelf had judged reafo- 
nable, his Catholick Majefty would not then defift from 
fupporting the.Emperor in this Pretention: The King 
of Spain’s Anfwer was, That he could not fay That, for he 
muft fland by his Engagements with the Emperor. That Re 
folution of his Catholick Majefty is alfo evident by his 
Letter to the. States General, and by the Declaratien 
which the Marquefs de St. Philippe made in Holland, 
That his Catholick Majefty would look upon whatever fhould 
be undertaken againft the Oftend Trade, as done againft him- 
felf.- His Catholick Majefty could not make a Declara- 
tion of this Nature in any other View, than that of for- 
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cing Great-Britain and Holland to fubmit to the Empe- » 


ror in this Particular; or with an Intention of coming 
to a Rupture with his Majefty : For the King of Spain 
muft eafily forefee, that from the Inftant he had entered 
into fuch Offenfive Engagemegts with the Emperor, in 
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Support of this Trade, England and Holland would have 
the fame Right to att, and to call for the Affiftance of 
their Allies againft Spain, as they had before againit the 
Emperor alone. ~<A , 

The Refufal of Entrance into the Spanifh Ports to any 
Ship of the Squadron commanded by Sir ‘Sohn “fennings, 
tho* the Admiral had previoufly given the fulleft Affu- 
rances to the Governors of all the Ports before which he 
appeared, that he came thither as a Friend, and with 

cifick Intentions ; and the taking the Duke de Ripper- 
da by force out of my Houfe ; are manifeft Infrattions 
of Treaties, and of the Law of Nations; thefe, as alfo 
the Violence done to the King’s Conful at St. Sebaftian; 
by forcing him to depart from thence and go to Sala- 
manca, without the leaft Pretence for it, which no doubt 
was done to prevent his getting any Knowledge of the 
Preparations that were making in thofe Parts againit his 
Majefty, can be look’d upon no otherwife than as repeat- 
ed Aéts of Hoftility. To which muft be added, as a 
new Proof of Hoftilities committed againft his Majefty’s 
Allies, the Order given the qth of Oftober 1726, to the 
Datch Men of War, which were in the Port of Cadiz., 
to depart thence in 24 Hours, without any Reafon for 
fuch Violence: The Governor having declared befides, 





’ that he had Orders not to permit for the future any Ev- 


glifhor Dutch Ship of War to enter that Pert. 

As to what you alledge in your forefaid Letter; of 
Morey diftributed by the King’s Order in France, Hol- 
land, Sweden, and Pruffia, His Majefty is amazed to find, 
that the Refpe&t due to Powers of that’Rank and Figure 


‘in Europe, has not been able to prote&t them from fo un 


juft and vile an Afperfion ; neither is it to be imagined, 
how fo mean a Piece of Catumny could be offered, as an 
Anfwer to the Reprefentation I had made concerning 
the Remittances publicklv made from Spain to the Court 
of Vienna; Remittances follic?ted openly by the Empe- 

ror’s Embaffador, and demanded by him as Subfidiee 
Ag to the Proceedings of Admiral Hofier in the ef- 
Indies, of which you complain in your Letter, his Ma- 
jefty having received no Account of Admiral Hufier of 
any fuch Tranfaftions as aré¢ comiplain’d of, can fry nos 
thing to thofe Faé&ts ; but wanders to fee the Court of 
Spain making Complaints of this Nature; when, not+ 
withftanding the frequent Reprefentations which F have 
made, they have'not thought fit td put an End tothe 
Hepredations and opeh Hoftilities which have been for 
Qa fim 
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fome time almoft daily committed in thofe Parts by the 
Spaniards, or to give the King the leait Satisfation for 
RA Damages done to his Subjetts, in Violation of alf 
Treaties ; Damages fo many and fo great, that this 
Treatment from his Catholick Majefty would have fyfi- 
ciently juftified the King’s taking the moft vigorous 
Meafures for Redrefs. Andcertainly, tho’ in fending 
of the Squadron under Admiral Hofier to the Weft-Indies, 
a View was had to the proteéting of the Commerce and 
Effe&ts of his Majefty’s Subjects ; yet, as that Squadron 
is to remain in thofe Seas, it is eafy to conceive that the 
further Conduct of Admiral Hofier ought to be regulated 
by. that of Spain. ; 

By this true and impartial State of what has paffed 
between the two Courts, it will appear, not only how 
much the King my .Mafter has been injured, but how 
great his Moderation and Love of Peace have been, in 
forbearing to refent thefe notorious Infra€tions of Trea- 
ties, the dangerous Proje&ts formed againft him and his 
Dominions, and the Hoftilities committed againit his 
Subje&ts 5 which gave him certainly full Right, not only 
to make ufe of all the Power that God has put into his 
Hands, but alfo to call upon his Allies to be ready to 
make good their Engagements to him, which the pre- 
fent Behaviour and Declarations of the Court of Spain 
gender inevitable. . 

But.as hig Majefty out of a fincere Defire to preferve 
the publick Peace, has hitherto been contented with 
putting shimfelf into a Pofture of Defence, by making 
fuch Armaments by Sea as might effectually fecure his 
Subje&ts.and Dominions from any Infults or Attempts, 
and prevent the Execution of all fuch Defigns and Pro- 
jeéts as, threatned the Safety and Interetts of his King- 
doms and of. his, Allies, as well as the general Tranquil- 
litity, of Europes his Catholick Majefty may be affured, 
that if he is difpeled te give Satisfaftion and Reparation 
to hjs Majefty and his Allies, and will remove all the 
juft Caufes they have of Complaints and Apprehenfions, 
and renew his former good Correfpondence and Confi- 
dence with his Majefty, and his Allies; his Majefty, in 
Conjunétion with them, is ftill ready on his Part, to do 
every thing that can. contribute to the Re-eftablifhment 
of. that good Correfpondence, which he has always been, 
and itill.is defigous to preferve and, maintain between the 
two Crowns, of Gr: at-Britain and Spain. ; 
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This is exa@tly, Sir, what I have been ordered by. the 
ug my Matter to anfwer to your forefajd Letter of the 
goth of September lait. 





Tam, &.  — Wm. Stanhppe.. 


Lgtter from the Margque/s de Pozobyeno to the Duke of 
fis yo tree _ Newcaftle. 
i January, 1727-. 


London, ———~ 


dee | 24 Dec. 1726. 
My Lord, 


HE King my Mafter, after having feen and been 

fully informed of the Contents of the Letter which 
Mr. Stanhope wrote the 25th of Jaft Month to the Mar- 
quefs de la Paz, has been pleafed to order me to anfwer 
it at this Cours, Article by Articte, for avoiding all 
further Ambiguity. 

In the acquitting my felf then of his Majefty’s Or- 
ders, I thall nave the Honour to acquaint your Excellen- 
cy, that the King my Mafter cannot comprehend the 
Reafon of his Britannick Majefty’s Surprize, which 
Mr. Stanhope exaggerates in his Letter, when he was in- 


' formed of the Contents of that of the Marquefs de le 


Paz, of the 30th of September laft ; it being certain, that 
his Britannick Majefty coyld not_ but know the Orders he 
had given to Admiral Hofer, when he fent him with 
a Squadron of Ships of War to the Indian Seas; in pur- 
fuance of which it is to be believed that Admiral exe- 
cuted the Hoftilities in Queftion, .which Orders no 
doubt preceeded and were previous to the Complaints 
that Mr. Stanhope made in his Memorial to the King 
my Mafler the 24th of September 5 fo that his Britannick 
Majefty had no Caufe to be furprifed, and on the contra- 
ry thould not have expected any, thing elfe, than that the 
King my Mafter would complain loudly, and demand 
Satisfagtion for fo open an Infra&tion of the Peace, and 
fuch manifett Hoftilities, as foon as they thould come to 
his Knowledge ; efpecially they having been done at a 
Time. when his Majefty relied entirely on the good Faith 
ef the ‘Freaties which fubfifted with England; feeing 
the King my Mafter had .not-anade the leait Difpofition, 
nor given any Order te his Minifters, and Commanders 
in the Indies, contrary to,the Treaties for the Continu- 
ance of the Commerce which, is there permitted and 
grenteds nor prevented by Hoftilities and reciprocal In- 
ults thofe which were. exercifed, and which were not 
expected 
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expected from the faid Squadron, as was moft clearly de 
monftrated by the friendly and voluntary Delivery of 
the licenfed Ship to Admiral //,fier at Portobello, though 
in Striétnefs that Ship ought to have ftayed till the Gal- 
Jeons had failed for Spain. 

As to the Complaints, which had likewife been pre. 
vioufly exhibited in Mr. Stanhope’s Reprefentation of 
the 24th of September, and which were offered as clear 
and diftinft Explanatien of the Reafons which obliged 
the King of England to fend out fuch confiderable Arma- 
ments to make their Appearance in different Seas; tho 
the Marquefs de la Pax has already anfwered them fully, 
and fhewn their Infubfiftance and the little Ground thete 
is for them,: neverthelefs I am ordered to fatisfy again 
more precifely on this Point. in the Compafs of the pre- 
fent Anfwer, upon the Articles relativeto this Subject. 

_ Jn anfwering the fecond Article: of Mr. 'Stanhope’s 
Letter, Iam to affute, that the King my Mafter has no- 
thing more at Heart, and wifhes nothing fo much, as 
the Peace and Tranquillity of his Dominions, and of 
all Europe ; and in Confequence would accept: with the 
moft perfe& Satisfa@ion the Proteftations which his Bri- 
tannick Majefty makes of a fincere Ardour to preferve 
Peace and good Underftandiftg-with the Crown of Spain, 
were- it poflible to combine fuch amicable Expreffions 
with Infults and Hoftilities committed’ in full Peace. 

Astowhat Mr. Stanhope fays, in his third Article, 
of threatning Difcourfes which the Duke of Ripperda 
soight have held at Vienna, -his Majefty can flo way be 
made: refporffible for what that Duke (whofe hafty and 
violent Temper is fo notorious) may have faid in the 
Warmth of Converfation, perhaps likewife there might 
be Perfons ill-intentioned enough ‘to add to it Things of 
their own Invention: But as to what was then declared 
to Mr, Stanhope by Word af Mouth and in Writing, that 
the good Cortefpondence and Friendthip with England 
depended abfolutely on the fpcedy Reftitution of Gibral- 
tar; I cannot avoid confirming it anew to your Excel- 
lency by Orderfrom the King my Mafter, as a Declara- 
tion moft juftly founded, infifting on that Reftitution, 
after the King of Great-Britain had on this Point given, 
as he did give, a-pofitive Promife ; befides ‘that on the 

other hand 'the Ceffion which his Mujefty made prece- 
dently of that Place, is become fiull, becaufe of the In- 
fra&tions made in the Gonditions‘on which it was ‘permit- 
ted that the ExcS/ Garrifon fhould remain in Poffefion 
i of 
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of Gibraltar ; feeing that contrary to all the Proteftations 

fade, they have not only extended their Fortifications 
y exceeding the Limits prefcribed and ftipulated, bu 
what is more, contrary to the expre(s.and literal Tenour 
of the Treaties, they -receive and admit the ews and 
Moors, inthe fame manner as. the Spaniards, and other 
Nations. confounded and mixed, contrary te our holy 
Religion ;, not to mention the Frauds and continual Con- 
trabands which are carried on there to the Prejudice of 
his Majefty’s Revenues, 

Mr. Stanhope,in the 5th Article of his Letter, {peaks 

again of the Duke of Ripperda; whereupon I repeat, 
that.tho’ his Majeity: thought fit to reward that Minit- 
ter by: Employments of his Royal Confidence, when be 
returned, from Vienna to Madrid,.in regard to a, Peace 
which the King my Mafler wifhed for, and which he 
had concluded to his: Satisfa&tion; it is not faid from 
thence, that his Majefty ought to anfwer for that Duke's 
Difcourfes and his vain.and ftrange Notions, which at 
length induced his Majeity, not only to depofe him from 
his Employments, but) likewife:to fecure the Perfon of 
a Mini{ter who was as dangerous as culpable. 
. As tothe, Duke of. Wharton; denoted by the anony- 
- mous Perfon who came,from. Rome, it is @ notorious and 
firm Truth, that the King my Mafter, out of a reli- 
gious and fcruputous Delicacy, would never admit that 
that Lord, .as all his Court is Witnefs, nor would know 
any thing of the Contents of his Credential. Letters, 
nor of the Projects with which it is fuppofed that Duke 
was difpatched and fent from Rome to Madrid: nor can 
any kind of Confequence be drawn from his having had 
fome Converfations with the Duke of Ripgerda, becaufe 
of the little Refleétion which it is already faid was made 
thereon; if, after all, that be what Mr. Stanhope would 
have underftood by the Minifters of the King with whom 
the faid Duke of Wharton treated and conferred. 

His Majefty is likewife ignorant of what is offered to 
be inferred from the Mu/covite Ships, upon which Mr. 
Stanhope returns.to the Charge in his Letter, and what 
Intelligence or Relation they might have had with the 
Enemies of his Britannick Majefty’s Government ; know- 
ing nothing more, ‘than that they came into and went 
eutof the Ports of Spain,.on the fame Foot as the Mer+ 
chant Ships of other Nations frequent them. 

Moft true it is, .that in that Interval of Time, Ships 
of War were fitted out, and Troops were ordered 8 
nd marc 
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match to the Coafts of Bifcay and Galicia, becaufé the 
King my Mafter found himfelf obliged to make thofe 
Difpofitiens in Confequence of the certain Advices he 
received of the Naval Armaments which were prepa- 
ving with fo great Diligence in England ; it not being 
natural that his Majefty thould leave the Coafts of Spain 
neareit to England intirély open, and the Docks at Sv. 
Andero expofed to be attacked and burnt again. 

Mr. Stanhope, in his 5th Article, goes on with the Dif- 
courfes on the Confidence which the Duke of Ripperds 
fade to him, as well as to the Enibaffador of ‘and 
M. Vander Meer, of an Offenfive Alliance with the Em- 
peror ; to which I am fo: anfwer, That altho’ the King 
my Mafter has never explained himfelf upon that Mat- 
ter, yet the Falfhood of fuch a Devlaration was at firft 
refuted and repelled on the Part of the Imperial Court, 
by afluring the Englife Minitter at Vienna of the Contra- 
ry, and even at the Court’ of Loon by the Emperor’s 
Minifter who aftually refides there : For the reft, if the 
King my Mafter did not prefently feparate and remove 
the Duke of Ripperda frony his' Employments, arid even 
if he did not alledge the falfe Declaration of a‘ fecret 
Treaty and Offenfive Altiance for one of the Caufes: of 
his Dtfgrace, he had well-grounded Reafons' fer not do- 
ing it, with ‘which: his Majefty did not think’ himflf 
obliged to acquaint the Publick. 

' Asto the Company of Offend, which Matter makes 
~ the Contents of the 6th, 7th, and 8th Articles of Mr. 
Stanhope’s Letter, wherein it is affirmed, without giving 
any Proof, that the Navigation and Comimerce of that 
Compiny in the Eaft-Indies, are Infrattions and Viola 
tions of the sth and‘6th Articles-of the Treaty of Mun- | 
fter, and of feverai others fubfequent and relative to if, 
it is notorious that his Iiviperial Majefty. always withed 
to enter into fomé reafonable Accommodation upon the 
Commerce of that Compatiy, and that he {till a¢tually 
makes Overtures to the Court of France, the Kitg my 
Mafter having offered“his Mediation, with Defign to 
quiet the Oppofitions and Difputes fhewr' againift that 
Navigition : The States General of the Unite? Provin- 
ces would not admit his’ Majeity’s Offer, a with- 
out griy Referve, to the Emperor's Minittet at the 'H. 
that they would not’ eatken to nor admit of any Pro- 
fition on the Part of his Imperial Majefty, utiefs' be- 
re all Things, the Patent granted to‘ the Offénd: Com- 
pany were revoked. Whetefore, if: that Confpiny few 
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been, as Mr. Stanhope fays, a Stumbling-Block to Peace, 
it wasthat Republick which placed it. For the reft, if 
his Majefty did declare that he was of a Sentiment con- 
trary. to the faid Company, at the Time when he was 
ftill at Way and Enmity with the Emperor, it ought not 
to be deemed ftrange or new that he has changed his Opi- 
nion, after having made Peace, and united himfelf with 
his Iinperial Majeity, by the Ties of the moft fincere 
Friendthip. Of this the Treaties of Peace furnith us 
with Examples at every Step, andin thefe latter Times 
no. Hefitation or Doubt has been made for attaining the 
Benefit of Peace and Tranquillity, of difpofing not only 
of 1a fingle Commerce, but even of whole Kingdoms and 
States. 

.. As to the refufing Entrance into the Ports of Spain to 
the Ships of Admiral Fennings’s Squadron, and the ta- 
king away the Duke of Ripperda by Force, two Points 
which Mr. Stanhope has touched together in the gth and 
ioth Articles, exaggerating them as munifeft Infractions 
of Treaties, and of the Rights of Nations, and that they 
cannot be looked upon but as Atts of Hoftility, as well 
as the Violence done to the Conful of the Briti/h Nation 
at St, Sebaflian, by forcing him to leave it, and go to Sala- 
manca ; adding to all this, fora Proof of Hoftilitics com- 
mitted againit his Britannck Majefty’s Allies, the Order 
given. for making the Dutch Ships of War depart the Port 
of Cadiz, and not permitting for the future any Engli/h 
or Dutch Man of War to enter; his Majefty has com- 
manded me to anfwer thereto in Order: Firft, That the 
Refufal to let any Ships of War of Admiral ‘ernnings’s 
Squadron enter the Ports, was moft juftly founded on 
the Silence which the faid Admiral; as well as Me.Stan- 
hope, (tho’ required) kept, touching the Arrival, Detti- 
nation and Defigns of the faid Squadron. An Inatten- 
tion which the gréatett Powers have never thewn tw any 
Sovereign State, how inconfiderable foever; and there- 
fore the entertaining of violent Sufpicions and Apprehen- 
fions could not be avoided, feeing the pacifick and ami- 
cable Affurances given by Admiral “fennirgs to the Go 
vernors of the Ports, who have no, Authority to judge 





of them, roadmit them or to rely upon them, could at 


bef take Plate only in certain unexpetted Cafes, and on 
Occafions where at the Sight of the evident Danger of a 
Ship which fhould implore Shelter in a Port, the Go- 
vernors Might judge what was proper to be done; but 
as fora Squadron of Ships of War, which it was noto- 
in H rious 
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rious had been fitted out and fent with Land-Forces, on 
a known and premeditated Defign, fuch particular Affu- 
tances to Governors for entring Ports on the frivolous 
Pretext of watering and taking in Provifions, fo few 
Days after they had come out of their own Ports, are 
more than fufpicious, and may be termed injurious be- 
tween two Powers who are at Peace, and who have a&tu- 
ally their Minifters in their refpettive Courts, by whofe 
Means a frank Declaration might and ought to have 
been fent of the Deftination and Defigns of fuch an Ar- 
mament, even before Admiral ‘Jennings appeared on the 
Coafts of Spain. 

As to the taking away of the Duke of Ripperda, the 
King my Mafter made known, more than he thought he 
was obliged to do, to all the foreign Minifters who were 
then at his Court, the Motives and Circumftances of 
that Step, inconteftable with his Right and Royal Au- 
thority ; fo that it cannot be confidered as an Infra&tion 
of the Rights of Nations, from the Time his Majefty 
had declared, after a full Cognifance and Advice of the 
Royal Council of Caftile had preceded, that the Duke 
of Ripperda was guilty of High Treafon, and confe- 
quently incapable of enjoying any Immunity or San&u- 
ary whatfoever. 

As to the pretended Violence with which Mr. Stanhope 
fays the Conful whom his Britannick Majefty defigned 
for St. Sebaftian, was forced to leave it and retire to Sala- 
manca, Mr. Stanhope knows very well, that no Conful, 
of what Nation foever, is admitted, till previoufly he 
has obtained the King’s Confent- and Cedula of Appro- 
bation, even in the Ports where there are eftablifhed 
Confuls ; but in that of St. Sebaftian, befides the fore- 
mentioned Reafon, there is another yet ftronger, for nei- 
ther the Engli/h Nation nor any other have ever enjoyed 
the Right or obtained the Ufage of having a Conful in 
the Province of Guipufcoa ; fo that, not only it ought 
not to be thought ftrange that fuch a Conful was refufed 
Admiffion, and that he was ordered to retire elfewhere 5 
but likewife his Majefty might juftly refent, that on 
this Occafion the fame thing is alledged that has been on 
others, the having given Exclufion to Confuls of the 
Britif; Nation in the fame Quarter, and that the fame 
Papers are offered him again. 

What Mr. Stanhope finally adds, about the Order given 
at Cadiz for making the Dutch Men of War depart that 
Port, and not permitting for the future any Erglifz or 
Dutch 
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Dutch Ship of War to enter it, was and is intirely jufti- 
fied by what has already been fignified above, tn {peaking 
of the Ships of the Squadron commanded by Admiral 
Fennings; and the States General ought not to be fur- 
prized at this Novelty, it being fo natural that they 
fhould be treated without any Difference from the English, 
after their Acceflion to the Treaty of Hanover. 

Mr. Stanhope in the 11th Article of his Letter grows 
warm and explains himfelf with fome Paffion upon what 
the Marquefs de Ja Paz. intimated to him in his Letter 
of the 30th of September \aft, with refpeé&t to Money 
diflributed in Holland, in Sweden, and in Praja ; and, 
it not being a new thing, or unworthy a Prince or State 
to give or receive Money in Return for the Services done 
each ether, it cannot be thought the Marquefs dela Paz, 
had an Intention to blame Mr. Stanhope for it, nor to 
complain of it by Order of the King my Matter ; but 
only toanfwer Mr. Stanhope as to the Account he would 
ask of his Majefty, on the Part of the King of Great- 
Britain, touching the Subfidies fent to the Emperor. 

When Mr. Stanhope tells the Marquefs de la Paz. in the 
12th Article, that refpe&tively on the Conduét of Ad- 
mwiral Hofier in the Weft-Indies he could give no Anfwer, 
becaufe his Britannick Majetty had not yet received any 
Advice of the leaft thing among thofe which gave ground 
to the Complaint of the King my Mafter, hedid not re- 
member probably what he had faid to the Marquefs de 
la Paz. the 230 of Oétober, the Court being at the E/curial, 
how he had received Order by an Exprefs to communi- 
cate to his Majefty the Operations of the Squadron com- 
manded by Admiral Hofier in the Indies, but that he had 
not haftened to do it, knowing the King my Mafter was 
already informed of them dire&tly wherefore it cannot 
well be conceived, for what Reafon his Britannick Ma- 





jefty fhould be fo much fuprized at Spain’s forming Com- 


plaints of fuch a Nature. The King my Matter was 
more juftly furprized, that fuch glaring Hoftilities 
fhould be pretended to be juftified, by the Pretext that 
Ju@tice has not been done upon the repeated Complaints 
of Mr. Stanhope, with refpe&t to fo many Englijt Ships 
which "tis exaggerated have been taken and pillaged by 
the Guarda Coftas of his Majefty in the Indies, it being 
evident that no fpecifick Cafe of any fuch Prizes has 
yet been feen. What is certain, is, that Engli/h Ships 
and others of other Nations, which have been attacked 
and taken in thofe Seas, were Contraband and good Prize, 

Hz becaufe 
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becaufe of the unlawful Commerce they exercifed or en- 
deavoured to exercife in the Indies : The very Places 
only where they were met and taken, isa fufficient Proof 
of a Navigation forbid by.the Tenour of Treaties: It is 
therefore necefflary to believe that the Stay of Admiral 
Hofier in the Indies, has no other View than to prote& 
a prohibited and contraband Commerce, and fo contrary 
to what has been fo folemnly ftipulated and treated ; 
for as to Jawful and allowed Commerce, his Majefty has 
hitherto let the Engli/h Nation enjoy with all Safety the 
notorious Advantages and Preferences with which the 
King my Mafter had diftinguifhed them from all] other 
Nations, tho’ on that Side that Benefit has likewife been 
abufed, by the extending it there much beyond the Con- 
ceffions ftipulated. 

The longer Stay of the Englifh Squadron in thofe 
Seas, will therefore be a Continuance of voluntary. Hof- 
tilities authorized by his Britannick Majetty, and as 
fuch, the King my Mafter does already and will look up- 
on them. 

After all that has been faid, it remains only to make 
a Comparifon between the Force, which laboured Pre- 
texts and groundlefs Sufpicions may have, and real and 
dire& Hoftilities, with the Continuance of which we 
are ftill threatned. By this Examination, a Judgment 
may be formed of the Sincerity and Impartiality of what 
has been exhibited by Mr. Stanhepe. All reafonable and 
indifferent Perfons will fee and acknowledge, that it is 
the King my Mafter who is attacked contrary to all Rea- 
fon and Juftice, and who already aftually fuffers fuch 
notorious Prejudices, by the Hindrance given to the Fair 
of Panama, and to the Return of his Armaments of the 
Flota and Galleons, in whigh the Engli/; Nation it felf, 
with all others who are interefted in the Courfe of that 
Commerce, fuffer jointly with his Majefty’s Subjetts 
the great Damages refulting from the Delay of thofe 
Returns. 

The King my Mafter thinks himfelf juftified before 
God and Man, to repel thefe Injuries and Hoftilities, 
with al} the Power that the Divine Goodnefs and Pro- 
vidence has put into his Hands; and to have a Right to 
require of his Allies the Succours they are engaged to 
furnith. 

His Majefty, who, with no lefs Ardour and Sincerity 
than his Allies, hasalways defired the Peace and Tran- 
quillity ot Europe, would be fatisfied with the —_ 
yong 
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fions with which Mr. Stanhope concludes his Letter on 
the fame Defires and Inclinations of his Britannick Ma- 
jefty, whenever the Words fhould have the Jeaft Shadow 
of Relation with the Fa&s. The King my Mafter pro- 
tefts and afflures, that he has never done nor fought to 
do any Wrong to the Englifh Nation; and that all the 
Defigns imputed to him againft his Britannick Majefty 
and his Dominions, are invented, and without his Know- 
ledge. But his Majetty declares likewife at the fame 
time, that in the violent State to which Things are at 
laft reduced by the Miniftry of England, he neither 
can nor will hearken any more to any Complaint, In- 
ftance, or Accommodation, while his Britannick Majetty 
fhall be with Arms in Hand in the Dominions of his 
Majefty, as he is effeftually with one Squadron on the 
Coatls and Seas of Spain, and with another in thofe of 
the Indies, and while Hoftilities are continued in the 
faid Dominions, as is threaten’d by the longer Stay of 
the Englifh Squadron in the Seas of America, efpecially 
when it is notorious that for reinforcing the faid Squa- 
dron four other Ships of War are fitting out in England, 
and two others for that which is in the Seas and on the 
Coafts of Spain. 

I have the Honour to be with the moft perfe&t Confi- 
deration, My Lord, 





Your Excellency’s moft humble 
and mmoft obedient Servant, 


De POZO BUENO. 
ESSE SIGS SHS SHGSsoyssie aS sees So 
GREAT-BRITAIN. 


Proceedings of the fifth Seffion of the fixth Parliament of 
Great-Britain, in the thirteenth Year of the Reign of 
King George. 


N the 17th of January his Majefty came to the 
O Houfe of Peers, and being in his Royal Robes feat- 
ed on the Throne, with the ufual Solemnity, Sir William 
Sanderfon, Gentleman-Uther of the Black-Rod, was fent 
with a Meffage from his Majefty to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, commanding their Attendance in the Houfe of 
Peers ; the Commons being come thither accordingly, 
his Majefty was pleafed (by the Mouth of -—~s 
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High Chancellor) to make the following moft gracious 
Speech to both Houfes, 





My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Acquainted you laft Year with the Treaties of Peace 
and Commerce concluded between the Emperor and 

the King of Spain. As that fudden and unaccountable 
Conjunétion gave, at the firft Appearance, juft Grounds 
of Jealoufy and Apprehenfion to the neighbouring Powers 
of Europe, the fubfequent Proceedings and Tranfaétions 
jn thofe two Courts, and the Secret and Offenfive Alli- 
ances concluded between them about the fame time, 
have laid the Foundations of a moft exorbitant and for- 
midable Power, and are fo dire&tly levelled againft the 
moft valuable and darling Interefts and Privileges of this 
Nation, that we mutt determine either tamely to fubmit 
to the peremptory and unjuft Demands of the King of 
Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and patiently to acquiefce 
ih the Emperor’s ufurped and extended Exercife of Trade 
and Commerce, or muft refolve to be in a Condition. to 
do our felves Juftice, and to defend our undoubted Rights 
againft thefe reciprocal Engagements enter’d into, in 
Defiance and Violition of ali National Faith, and the 
mott folemn Treaties. 

I have likewife received Information from different 
Parts, on which I can entirely depend, that the placing 
the Pretender upon the Throne of this Kingdom is one 
of the Articles of the fecret Engagements ; and if Time 
fhall evince, that the giving up the Trade of this Na- 
tion to one Power, and Gibraltar and Port-Mahon to ano- 
ther, is made the Price and Reward of impofing upon 
this Kingdom a Popith Pretender, what an Indignation 
muft this raife in the Breaft of every Proteftant Briton ! 

Nor were thefe fatal Combinations confined to thofe 
Parts of the World alone, but they extended themfelves 
into Rufia ; and had not the Defigns of that Court a- 
gainft fome of their Neighbours been prevented by the 
feafonable Arriva! of our Fleet in thofe Seas, a Way had 
been open’d for invading thefe Kingdoms, and giving 2 
powerful Affiftance to any Attempt to be made from o- 
ther Quarters, 

Such Circumftances would not fuffer Me and my Al- 
lies, among whom there has been, and is the moft per- 
fe&t Harmony, Union, and Concert, to be idle Spetta- 
tors, and regardlefs of our own Safety, and the Common 
Caufe of Europe ; for which purpofe his moft Chriftian 

Majefty 
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Majefty has been at a great Expence, this laft Year, in 
augmenting his Forces ; and the States General, fenfible 
of the imminent Danger, have not only acceded to the 
Defenfive Alliance concluded at Hanovcr, but have come 
to ftrong and feafonable Refolutions for an extraordinary 
Augmentation of their Forces both by Sea and Land. 
The Acceffion of the Crown of Sweden is in fuch a For- 
wardnefs, and the Negotiations with the Crown of Den- 
mark are fo far advanced, that we may reafonably depend 
upon the Succefs and good Effett of them. 

This fhort view of the prefent Pofture of Affairs will, 
I am confident, not only fecure to Me the Support and 
Afiftance of my Parliament, in carrying on this great 
and neceffary Work, in Conjun&tion, with my Allies; 
but juftify the Meafures hitherto taken, and the Expen- 
ces already made. 

The Confidence you repofed in Me laft Year, has been 
made ufe of for the Benefit of the Publick ; and as the 
chief Article of Exceeding has, by my equipping, and 
fending to Sea, three confiderable Squadrons, fallen up- 
on the Head of the Navy, I am perfuaded the Neceflity 
of the Services, and theSecurity, Advantage, and Glory 
that has accrued to this Nation fypsn thofe Squadrons, 





§ will fuficiently fpeak for themfelves, as long as both 


Friends and Foes, with Joy, or Concern, confefs they 
have feen and felt the Effe&s of the Nava) Power of 
Great-Britain, 

It is not to be wonder’d at, that the Princes engaged 
in thefe Enterprizes, are very much diflurbed to fee 
their Projefts render’d abortive : The King of Spain, 
impatient of the Difappointments he has met with, 
can no longer difguife that Enmity to Us, which for 
fome time he has only waited for a favourable Opportu- 
nity todeclare. He has now ordered his Minifler refi- 
ding here, to depart immediately from this Country, 
leaving a Memorial, that is little fhort of a Declaration 
of War, whercin he again demands and infifts upon the 
Reftitution of Gibraltar, He does not himfelf deny the 
Offenfive Alliance, nor his Engagements to fupport the 
Offend Company : He makes my recalling thofe Squa- 
drons, which his Condu& had put Me under a Neceflity 
of fending to the We/i-Indies, and the Coatt of Spain, the 
Condition of any further Correfpondence between the two 
Crowns; and fuppofing the Continuance of my Fleets 
abroad to be aftual Holtilities, threatens to repel them 
with Force, to the utmoft of his Power. i 
: uf 
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Bur not content with thefe Menaces, Infults, and Ins 
fraftions of Treaties, his Catholick Majefty is now ma- 
king Preparations to attack and befiege Gitraltar ; and 
in order to carry on that Service, or to cover another De- 
fign, has affembled a great Body of Troops in that 
Neighbourhood ; But as the prefent State and Condition 





_ of that Garrifon; with the Reinforcements I have or- « 


dered thither, ‘give Me little Caufe to apprehend, or 
my Encmies to hope for Succefs in that Undertaking, 
the certain and undoubted Intelligence I have, that it is 
now refolved to attemptan Invafion upon thefe King- 
doms in Favour of the Pretender, by an Embarkation 
from the Coafis of Spain, gives Me reafon to believe, 
that tho’ the Siege of Gibraltar may probably be under- 
taken, the publick, avowed, and immenfe Preparations 
made for that purpofe, are chiefly calculated to amufe 
the World, and to difguife the intended Invafion, which 
I am furely informed has been for fome time agreed to 
be the firft Step and Beginning of the long premeditated 
Rupture, 


Gentlemen of the Houfe af Commons, 
Thefe Confiderations muft awaken in you all fucha 


Senfe of our common and immediate Danger, as will, | 


I doubt not, infpire you witha Zeal and Chearfulnefs in 
raifing the Supplies neceflary for the Defence of your 
Country, and for making good our Engagements with 
our Allies. - 

I received too much Satisfaction from the Happinefs of 
my People, in their full Enjoyment and future Prof- 
pect of Peace, Eafe, and Profperity, not to be fenfibly 


affected with thefe new Convulfions, and the unavoida- 


ble Neceflity I am under, of asking larger Supplies of 
my People, and of defiring to be enabled to make fuch 
an Augmentation of my Forces, by Sea and Land, as the 
prefent Exigency of Affairs requires. 

I will order the proper Eftimates to be laid before you, 
and fuch Treaties as 1 have made with Foreign Princes 
for the Hire of Foreign Troops; and as the Expence I 
was laft Year in a particular Manner intrufted to make, 
has amounted to no confiderable Sum, and the publick 
Utility may again require the like Services to be per- 
formed, I hope you will again repofe the fame Truft and 
Confidence in Me. 

It is with great Pleafure that I fee the Time fo near 
approaching, whea fuch a confiderable Addition will ” 

made 
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made to the Sinking Fund: Let all that wifh well to the 
Peace and Quiet of my Government, have the Satisfac- 
tion to fee, that our prefent Neceflities fhall make ne 
Interruption in the Progrefs of that defirable Work, of 
gradually difcharging the National Debt: I hope there- 
fore you will make a Previfion for the immediate A ppli- 
cation of the Produce of the Sinking Fund to the Ufes 
for which it was fo wifely contrived, and to which it 
ftands now appropriated. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have had no Thoughts of making any Acquifitions 
to any Parts of my Dominions ; my whole Care and 
Concern has been to preferve and maintain the undoubt- 
ed Rights and Privileges of my People ; and therefore 
all my Meafures have been Preventive and Defenfive : 
But fuch Endeavours being now render’d imprafticable, 
vigorous Refulutions, and a fpeedy Execution of them, 
can alone put an effectual End to the Dangers that fur- 
round us. However hazardous and defperate the Enter- 
prizes formed againft us, may appear to be, your being 
affured that they are refolved upon, will, I am per- 
fuaded, be fufficient to prevail upon you, to put your 
felves in a Condition to refift and defeat them. 

If preferving a due Ballance of Power in Europe, if 
defending the Poffeffions of the Crown of Great-Britain, 
of infinite Advantage and Security to our Trade and 
Commerce, if fupporting that Trade and Commerct e- 
gainft dangerous and unlawful Encroachments, and if 
the prefent Ettablifhment, the Religion, Liberties, and 
Properties of a Proteftant People, are any longer Confi- 
derations worthy of the Care and Attention of a Briti/fz 
Parliament, I need fay no more te incite my Loyal and 
Faithful Houfes of Parliament to exert themfelves in the 





’ Defence of all that is dear and valuable to them. 


The King being withdrawn, the Lords refolv’d to 
prefent an Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty, which 
being immediately drawn up, reported and agreed to, 
was, next Day (‘Fanuary 18th.) prefented by the whole 
Houfe to his Majefty, as follows, viz. 


Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords to the King. 
Mof? Gracious Sovereign, 
je&ts, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament affembled, humbly beg leave to return your 
Majefty our hearty Thanks ee Majeity’s moft Gra- 
cious 


W E your Majefty’s moft Dutiful and Loyal Sub- 
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cious Speech from the Throne. We cannot but efteem 
our felves in Duty bound moft humbly and gratefully 
to acknowledge your Majefty’s exceeding Goodnefs, in 
opening to your Parliament a Scene of the higheft Im- 
portance to this Kingdom. The World now mutt be con- 
vinced, that the Courts of Vienna and Madrid have laid 
the Foundations of fuch an exorbitant and formidable 
Power, as may, in time, overturn the Balance, and de; 
ftroy the Liberties of Europe. Were we not filled: with 
the deepeft Refentment at the Indignities which have 
been offered to your Majefty, we fhould be unworthy 
of all the Bleflings we enjoy under your Majefty’s mof 
Gracious and Excellent Government. The Invafions 
made upon the Rights and Privileges of your People, 
in the moft important Branches of their Commerce 3 the 
Menaces and Infults ufed towards your Majefly; the 
peremptory Demand of the Reftitution of Gibraltar, 
which Place, and the Mland of Minorca, both being of 
the utmoft Confequence to your People, were yielded 
up by the prefent King of Spain himfelf, and do indif- 
putably belong to the Crown. of Great-Britain by mot 
fulemn Treaties : But above all, the Engagements en- 
ter’d into for placing a Popifh Pretender upon your 
Throne, muft raife the warmeft Indignation in all thofe 
who have the Jeaft Senfe of their Duty to the beft of 
Sovereigns, and any Regard to the Proteftant Religion, 
to the Honour, Intereft, and Profperity of their Couns 
try. We are truly fenfible of the wife Meafures taken 
by your Majeity for preventing the Dangers which 
threatned us 3 your early Care in forming and entring 
into the Defenfive Alliance, to which the Acceflion of 
the Statcs General has added fo great Weight; the eita- 
blithing a perfect Harmony, Union, and Concert be- 
tween your Majeity, the moft Chriitian King, and the 
States General ; the feveral Negotiations which your 
Majeity, in Conjun&tion with your Allies, is carrying 
on with Sweden, Denmark, and other Powers; and the 
fhewing the Power and Influence of your Naval Force, 
by the feafonable Equipment of three confiderable Squa- 
drons, are the apparent Caufes to which, next under 
God, we owe the Prefervation of the Publick Peace, 
and the preventing the Execution of thofe deftruétive 
and unjutt Defigns that had been formed againft this Na- 
tion, and the Liberties of Europe. The very great Sa- 
tisfation your Majefty is gracioufly pleafed to exprefs 
at the Happinefs of your People, in their full Enjoy- 
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mentof Peace, Eafe, and:Profperity'; your tender Con- 
cern, for their fuke, at the Profpeét of any new Com- 
motions, and your continual Care every where to pre- 
ferve and maintain the undoubted Rights and Privileges 
of ‘all your Subjeéts, cannot but fill their Hearts with 
the moft: grateful Senfe of their Duty, and raife in thens 
the utmoft Deteftation and Contempt of the vain Ima- 
gination of placing a Popifh Pretender on the Throne. 
We do therefore, at this important Junéture, moft hum- 
bly beg leave to affure your Majefty of our fteady and 
unfhaken Fidelity, and that nothing thall ever divert or 
deter us from making our ftrongeft Efforts, for maintain- 
ing your Majefty’s undoubted Right and Title to the 
Crown of this Realm, and for preferving our prefent 
happy Eftablifhment : And we befeech your Majefty to 
believe, that we will, tothe utmoft of our Power, ena- 
ble your Maiefty to make good all your Engagements 
with your Allies, and to preferve the Trade of this 
Kingdom in its utmoft Extent; to vindicate your Ho- 
nour, and to affert and defend your Right to Giéraltar, 
and the Ifland of Minorca, which are of the greateft [m- 
portance to the Prefervation of the Commerce and Naval 
Strength of Great-Britain; and to maintain your Right 
to every other Part of your Dominions, againit all At- 
tempts whatfoever; and that we fhall, at all times, be 
ready to concur in fuch proper Meafures, as may cffec- 
tually enable your Majefty, in Conjunction with your 
Allies, to bring to Reafon all fuch Powers, as fhall at any 
time difturb the general Peace and Tranquillity of Europe. 





His Majefty’s moft Gracious Anfwer. 
My Lords, 


I Thank you heartily for this very Dutiful and Loyal Ad- 


drefs ; your warm Concern for maintaining my Honour, 
and'the Rights of my Crown, and for preferving the Trade 
of this Kingdom, is a frefh and very feafonable Inftance of 
your Love to your Country, as well as of your Duty and Ay- 
fettion to me. 

Your Approbation of the feveral Meafures I have taken 
for preferving the Publick Peace and Tranquillity, and /e- 
curing the Rights and Privileges of my People aguinft all 
Ufurpations, gives me great Satisfattion, 

I entirely depend on the many faithful and affeftionate A/- 
farances you have given me in this Addre/s: You may as ab- 
folutely depend on my conftant Endeavours to promote the 
Hap pine/s of all my People. . 


2 The 
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The Day before, the Commons being return’d to their 
Houfe, and Mr. Speaker having reported his Majefty’s 
Speech, Mr. On/low moved, * That an Humble Addrefs 
© be prefented to his Majefty, to return him the Thanks 
of this Houfe for his mott gracious Speech from the 
Throne; to acknowledge his Majefty’s Goodnefs, in 
acquainting his Parliament with the feveral Proceed- 
ings and Alliances entred into between the Emperor 
and the King of Spain, giving fuch juft Caufe of Jea. 
loufy to the Neighbouring Princes and States, fo for- 
midable and deftru€tive of the true Balance of Power 
in Europe, and ftriking at the Foundation of the moft 
valuable Privileges and Interefls of the Subje&s of his 
Majefly, and thofe of his Allies : To declare the Re- 
fentment of the Commons of Great-Britain, at the un- 
juft Demand of the King of Spain for the Reftitution 
of Gibraltar, and the unwarrantable Ufurpation of the 
Emperor, in cre&ting and carrying on the Uftend Trade, 
and their mutual Obligations to fupport each other in 
thefe unjuftifiable Attempts and Undertakings : Put 
above aj, to exprefs our higheft Indignation at the Re- 
folutions and Engagements entred into, for attempting 
to place the Pretender on the Throne of thefe King- 
doms: To return his Majefty the Thanks of this 
Houfe, for his great Care in flrengthning his Allian- 
ces, and for employing his Royal Fleet fo ufefully for 
the Security, Advantage and Glory of this Nation. 
And as this Houfe cannot but look upon the Meafures 
and Kefolutions, taken in Oppofition to and in De- 
fiance of mott folemn Treaties, as tending toan imme- 
diate Rupture ; humbly to defire his Majefty, that 
He will forthwith give the neceflary Orders for put- 
ting this Kingdom in a Pofture of Defence; and ta 
affure his Majefty, that this Houfe will not only chear- 
fully and effe&tually raife the Supplies neceflary for 
the prefent Exigency of Affairs, but will ftand by and 
fupport his Majefty in making good his Engagements 
with his Allics; in preferving the Balance of Power 
in Europe; in defending the Poffefons of the Crown 
of Great-Britain ; in fupporting the Trade of this 
Nation againft all unjuftifiable Encroachments ; and 
“ in defeating and confounding all Attempts that fhall 

be made in favour of the Pretender, and to the De- 

ftruétion of our Religion, Liberties, and Properties ; 

* and that this Houfe wil] apply the Produce of the 
* Sinking Fund to its proper Ufes; and repofe fucha 
* Tru 
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* Truft and Confidence ‘in his Majefty, as the publick 
* Utility fhall require, and his Majelty fhall find reafe- 
* nable and neceflary, tor carrying on the great Work in 
* which his Majefty is engaged, for the Intereft and Se- 
* curity of his People, and the common Caufe of Eu- 
* rope. 

This Motion was feconded by the Honourable Mr. ‘Fohn 
Finch, and back’d by fome other Members; but was 
firenuoufly oppofed, by Mr. Shippen, Sir William Wind- 
ham, Mr. Hungerford, the Right Hon. Mr. William Pul- 
teney, and Sir Thomas Hanmer ; who were anfwert, 
chietly, by Mr. Doddington, Mr. Horatio Walpol’, and the 
Right Honourable Sir Kobert Walpole, fo that the De- 
bate Jafted from two a Clock in the Afternoon, till patt 
eight in the Evening. The main Objeétions in general 





,were, * That the Matter of Peace and War is of the 


* greateft Weight that can fall under the Confideration 
* of that Afflembly ; That as his Majetty’s Speech con- 
* tain’d many Points of ‘the higheft Moment and Impor- 
* tance, fo no doubt, his Majefty, in his: great Wifem 
* and Goodnefs towards his People, expected, on this 
* Occafion, not only the Support, but likewife the Ad- 
vice of that Houfe: That, in order thereto, they 
ought maturely to deliberate on thofe feveral Heads, 
which could not be done before feverai Papers were 
communicated to them, that feem’d abfolutely necef- 
fary to ftate fome Faéts relating to thofe weighty Mat- 
ters : That the Motion, as it was drawn up, imply’d 
an Approbation of Meafures taken to prevent Dangers 5 
which feem’d prepofterous before they knew either 
what thofe Meafures were, or whether thofe Dangers 
were real. That therefore they ought, for the pre- 
 fent, to content themfelves with returning his Ma- 
© jefty the moft humble Thanks of the Houfe for his moft 
* Gracious Speech, with Affurances of fupporting his 
* Majefty, in all juft and neceffary Meafures; and ap- 
* point a Day for taking the faid Speech into Confide- 
* ration.” 

A Gentleman, in particular, took Notice of the Un- 
fteddinefs of our Counfels, urging, ‘ That of late Years 
* our Meafures had been in a perpetual Flu€tuation 5 
* That Penclope-like, we were continually weaving and 
* unravelling the fame Web; one time raifing up 
* the Emperor to deprefs France, and now we were for 
* depreffing the Emperor, which could not be done with- 
* out aggrandizing France. which. in the end, may 
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* make the Jatter too powerful: So that at this: rate, 


under Pretence of holding the Balance of Europe, we 


* fhould be engaged in continual Wars. 


Another faid; ‘ That the Dangers. with which we- 
were threaten’d, were not, in his Opinion, fo great,’ 
as they were by fome People reprefented to be: .Fhat 
the Czarina’s and the King of Spain’s Defign of inva - 
ding us with five or fix Men of War, feem’d altoge- 
ther romantick, fince fuch. a. Projett, may, at any: 
time, be defeated by our ordinary Guard-Ships, much 
more when. we had fuch ftrong, Fleets at Sea: That 
therefore the Fears of the Pretender were groundlefs 
and chimerical, and he could not tell how they could 
bring him. over, unlefs They borrowed Captain Gulli- 
ver’s floating Ifland. As to the Offend Company, he 
owned it to be a»National Concern, and a very jutft 


Motive to a War with the Emperor; but that it had: 


been an eafy Matter to nip that Proje&t in the Bud: 
For, if he was rightly inform’d,, ten Thoufand Pounds 


would have prevail'd with the Marquefs de Prie to- 


drop it, whereas now, when that Company has had 


time to get Footing both, in Europe and in India, it 
may prove a difficult Matter;to fupprefs it. That as- 


to Gibraltar, the Demand. of which was alledg’d as a 


Proof of an Offenfive Alliance between the Emperor and 


Spain, he had in his Pocket the Purport of the fecret 


Article relating to that Affair, which was only, That. 


in cafe the King of Spain could, prodace a pofitine Pro- 
mife from Great-Britain to reffore Gibraltar, his Impe- 
rial Majefty would engage to become a Mediator and Gua- 
rantee for the Performance of fuch a Promife. That, 
upon the whole Matter he hoped. Things were not yet 
brought to fo defperate an. Iffue, but that feme Means 
of Accommodatiun might be found out, without run- 
ning into an expenfive War, and augmenting-our For- 


ces, which, he was afraid, would prove an Aggrava- - 


tion of Crimes. : 

A Third Gentleman faid, ‘ That if the Dangers they 
were threaten’d with, were fo real and-fo imminent 
as fome People pretended, he would-be one of the 
foremoft in the moft fpeedy and moft vigorous Refole- 
tions. But that he thought thofe Dangers yet ex- 


tream diftant, to fay no more— That, indeed, fome- 


Foreign Princes may make a political Ufe of the Pre- 
tender, as a State Bug-Bear to frighten and alarm us, 
and thereby endeavour to make us fubfervient to their 


© ambi-: 
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‘ ambitious Defigns; but that, in his Opinion, his In- 
$ terefl was never fo low, nor his Party fo inconfiderable 
¢ and to defpicable, as at prefent, and, therefore in this 
¢ Day’s Debate, he ought to be left intirely out of the 
* Quefiien. That -he was apprehenfive the Acquifition 
* of fome Dominions abroad had fown the Seeds, and 
£ were the true Caufes of the Divifions and Diftraétions, 
‘ which now threaten the general Tranquillity of Ew- 
‘ rope, by drawing us into unaccountable Compliances 
* for the Emperor, on the one hand, and into a Pro- 
‘ mife, at leaft a Conditional one, for the Reftitution of 
‘ Gibraltar on the other hand: Both which had brought 
* us at laft into the prefent Difficulties, Gc. Ge. 
Bo thefe it was anfwer’d in general, ‘ That the Eyes 
* of all Chriftendom, were, at this critical Junéture, fix’d 
‘upon the Britifh Parliament, whofe Refolutions had 
‘ ever a great and juft Weight and Influence in al! the 
* Affairs of Europe: And the Seafon of tha Year being 
* fo far advanced, they ought not to flip the firft Oppor- 
‘ tunity thatoffer’d to give his Majefty the itrongeft At 
* furances of fupporting him in all the Engagements 
* he had enter’d into with his Allies, and in the Mea- 
* fures, that-thall be judg’d neceffary, for fecuring the 
* Rights and Interefts of his Subjeéts, and the common 
* Caufe of Europe.’ ‘That Delays were often dangerous, 
* and might be fatalin the prefentSituation of Affairs, 
* which required vigorous andfpeedy Refolutions, both 
‘ for the Encouragement of our Friends, and the per- 
* fecting fome Alliances, that-were already :in great 
‘ Forwardnefs ; and for the Difcouragement of our E- 
* nemies, who had: already block’d up. Gibraltar, and 
* threaten’d it with a Siege. That the Meafures thet 
‘ had been taken, were but a Confequence of the latt 
* ¥ear’s Refolutions, which that Houfe bad come to, 
* after a full Examination, and mature Confideration of 
* the State of Affairs, then laid before both Houfes by 
* his Majefty : But that however, fuch an Addrefs as 
‘ was propofed, did not prectude a further Inquiry into 
§ thofe Matters. ; 

* That as to the Unfteddinefs of our Counfels, it had 
‘ oftem been Matter of Complaint ; but that it was the 
* unavoidable Refult of our Situation, which puts on 
* the Neceffity, and, at the fame Time, gives us the Pre- 
‘ rogative of holding the Balance of Power in Europe. 
* But that befides the preferving of that Balance, which 
* was.in great Danger of being deftroyed by the Gun- 


© jun&ion 
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* jun@ion of the Emperor and King of Spain, and the 
© Intermarriages of their Iffue, we had an intimate and 
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immediate Concern in maintaining our invaluable 
Rights and Privileges of Commerce, which had been 
notorioufly invaded 5 and in defending our Poffeffions 
of Gibraltar and the Ifland of Minorca, which we had 
acquired, in lawful War, at a vaft Expence of Blood 
and Treafure, and which had been yielded to us by 
feveral folemn Treaties. 
* As tothe Promife of Reftoring Gibraltar to the King 
of Spain, a Gentleman in a very high Station, faid, 
That fuch a Promife not having been made, while he 
had the Honour to be in the Adminiftration, he could 
fay nothing to it: That if fuch a Promife was ever 
made, he durit aver, That it was Conditional, and made 
void and invalid by the King of Spain’s refufing ‘to 
comply with the Conditions on which it was made; 
and that @benever the Performance of that Promife 
was mention’d to him, as infiitedon by the King of 
— he always delivered it as his fix’d and pofitive 
pinion, That Gibraltar. could not be given up without 
the Confent of Parliament. As to the Oftend Company, 
which a Gentleman fuggefted, might have Leen = 
in the Bud; he left it to the Houfe to judge, Whe- 
ther it had not been highly imprudent and impolitick 
in us, to quarrel with the Emperor about it, before 
we had engaged in the Danger and Expence of that 
Quarrel, both France and Holland, who have, at leaft, 
an equal Cencern with us, in the Suppreffing of the 
Oftend Trade, 
* As to the Danger of an Invafion in favour of the 
Pretender, fuch early Meafures had been taken to de- 
feat it, that he hoped by this Time, it was pretty 
wellover: But that befides the glaring Appearances 
of Enmity to his Majefty, and of Favour and Coun- 
tenance to the Pretender’s Friends, at the Courts of 
Vienna and Madrid, his Majefty had fuch undoubted 
and concurring Evidence of a form’d Defign to invade 
his Dominions, that it had been the moft unpardon- 
able Want of Duty, and a Criminal Supinenefs in his 
Minifters, not to take all poffible Precautions againft 
it. And, in Conclufion, as to any Meafures that had 
been taken many Years ago, and to which another 
Gentleman afcribed the Convulfions which now 
threaten the Tranquillity of Europe ; he was not at all 
cencern’d in thofe Meafures, and fo could fay nothing 
to 
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* to them ; neither were, indeed, flch remote, and, he 
* might fay, groundlefs Caufes, a proper Subject for 
¢ their prefent Confideration. 

This is the main Subflance of what was offer’d on 
both Sides, on this Occafion, and about Eight of the 
Clock in the Evening, the Queftion being put upon 
Mr. Onflow’s Motion, it was carry’d inthe Affirmative, 
by a Majority of 251 Voices againft 81, and a Commit- 
tee was appointed to draw up an Addrefs accordingly, 
which being the next Day reported and agreed to, was 
on Thurfday the 19th of ‘January, prefented by the 
whole Houfe to his Majefty, as follows: 








Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
E your Majefty’s moft Dutiful and Loya! Sub- 
je&s, the Commons of Great Britain in Parlia- 
ment affembled, return your Majefty our humbiett 
Thanks for your’ moft Gracious Speech from the 
Throne. 
The Communication which your Majefty has been 
pleafed to make, of the Proceedings and Tranfaétions 
in Europe for fome Time paft, and of the Engagements 


' entered into between the Emperor and the King of 


Spain, is an Inftance of your Majefty’s fingular Good- 
nefs, in being as defirous to give your People all rea- 
fonable Satisfa@tion, as you have ever been folicitous for 
their Good and Welfare. 

We are very fenfible of the fatal Tendency of the fud- 
den and unaccountable Conjunétion ‘between thofe two 
Crowns ; and as this Nation ‘has always looked with 


_ jealous Eyes upon the very Beginning of every Attempt 


made by their Neighbours to eftablifh a Commerce, at 
the Hazard and to the Prejudice of our undoubted Rights 
and Privileges. We cannot but be greatly alarmed to 
fee thefe Incroachments upon our Trade, and notorious 
Infra&tions of Treaties, accompany’d with a Scheme of 
Greatnefs that lays the Foundation of a moft Exorbitant 
Power, which, if not timely oppofed, and withf{tood 
with Vigour and Refolution, may become formidable to 
all Europe, and enable the Agereffors, without Controul, 
to maintain their unwarrantable Attempts. 

Nor can we at all doubt of the Spirit and Defign of 
this new Friendthip and Alliance, whenwe fee it ce- 
mented by mutual — for fupporting one of the 

Con- 
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Contrasting Powers in the unjuftifiable and ufurped 
Exercife of the Offend Trade, at the fame Time thata 
peremptory Demand is made and infifled upon, by the 
other, for the Reftitution of Gibraltar, a Place of fuch 
Importance tothe Trade of this Kingdom. 

But the Cunfideration that creates the higheft Refent- 
ment, in. your faithful Commons is, to fee that when- 
ever.the Ambition of Foreign Princes leads them to 
afpire. and grifp at exorbitant Power, or to acquire and 
pofféfs themfelves ofany valuable Rights and Privi- 
Jeges belonging to the Subjeéts of your Majefty and your 
Allies; all Guarantees, and the moft folemn Engage- 
ments of Faith and Gratitude to your Majefty, pur- 
chafed by. the Blood and Treafure of this Nation, are 
cancelled and forgot ; and it is vainly imagined that 
your Majefty muft either tamely fubmit, and patiently 
acquiefce, under the greateft Indignities.and Injuries te 
your Crown and People, or be infulted with Menfaces 
and Projoéts in favour of a Popifh Pretender. 

But your Majefty’s loval, faithful, and affe€tionate 
Subjects, the Commons of Great- Britain, fenfible of the 
ineftimable Blefiings, they enjoy under: your. Majefty’s 
moft gracious and happy Government, have too great a 
regard to the Honour and Dignity of your Crown, and 
too much Abhorrence and DeéteQation of the abjured 
Pretendcr, to fuffer thefe vain Terrors to. have any ill 
Effc&t upon their Minds or, Deliberations. 

It. is with Indignation that we fee this: injurious 
Treatment, and thefe provoking Infults ; and it is.with 
an unfhaken Fidelity and Refolution, that we are deter- 
mined, with our Lives and Fortunes, to fland by and 
fupport your Majefty againft all. your Enemies. 

We muit, at the faine_time, with, all Gratitude ac- 
knowledge your Majefty’s Wifdom and Vigilance, in 
firengthening your felf with the Alliance of Powers. 
united in Intereft, and-beft able to withftand the im- 
pending Danger, and to fupport the Common, Caufe of 
Europe. 

We fee, with the greateft Satisfaction, the Naval 
Power of Great-Britain appearing in diftant Regions, 
in its proper Luftre, fo ufefully and wifely employed. 
to carry Safety and Protection to your own Subjects and 
to your Allies, and to curb and reftrain the boafted Pro- 
jests of the Difturbers of the Peace of Europe. 

And as we cannot but look upon the Meafures and. 
Refolutions concerted and taken in Oppofition to, ant. 
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in Defiance of the moft folemn Treaties, as tending to 





an immediate Rupture: We humbly befeech your Ma- 


jefty, that you will be plead forthwith to give the ne- 
ceflary Orders for putting this Kingdom into a Pofture 
of Defence ; and we affure your Majefty, That we will 
not only cheerfully and effeétually raife the Supplies 
neceflary for the prefent Exigency of Affairs, but will 
fupport your Majefty in making good your Engagements 
with your Allies, in preferving the Balance of Power 
in Europe, in defending the prefent Poffeffions of the 
Crown of Great-Britain, in fupporting the Trade of 
this Nation againft all unjuttifiable and pernicious In. 
croachinents, and in defeating and confounding al! At- 
tempts that fhall be made in Favour of the Pretender, 
and for the DeflruQion of our Religion, Liberties, and 
Properties. 

And that all, who wifh well to the Peace and Quiet 
of your Mijefty’s Government, may have the Satisfuc- 
tion to fee, that our prefent Neceflities fhall make no 
Interruption in the Progrefs of that defirable Work, of 
gradually difcharging the National Debt, we wil! con- 
fider of the moft proper Methods for immediately ap- 
plying the Produce of the Sinking Fund to the Ules 
for which it was fo wifely contrived, and to which it 
ftands now appropriated ; and will repofe-fuch a Truft 
and Confidence in your Majefty as the publick Utility 
fha}l require, and as your Majefty thal! find reafonable 
and neceflary for carrying on the great Work in which 
your Majefty is engaged, for the Intereft and Security 
of your People, and the common Caufe of Europe, 


To this Addrefs his Majefty was pleafed to return the 
following moft gracious Anfwer, viz. 


Gentlemen, 


I Return you my Thanks for this very Dutiful and Loyal 


Addrefs : The juft Senfe you have expre/s’d of the pre- 
fent Poflure of Affairs in Europe, and the hearty Affu- 
vances you have given.me of your Support in defending my 
Poffeffians, and the Rights and Privileges of my People, as 
they ave Evidences of your known Zeal and Affettion to my 
Perfon end Government, I am perfuaded they will confirm 
the Spirit and Vigour of my Allies, and convince my Ene- 
mies how vain and ill-grounded ail their Expectations are, 
of being able to fucceed in any Attempts to difturb the Peace 


Let 
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Let us now attend the further Proceedings of the Com- 
mons duriijg this Month. 

On the tsth, after the Appointing of the five grand 
Committees, andthe making of other Cuftomary Orders, 
Mr. Speakcy was order’d to iffue out his Warrants for nine 
new Writs, viz. 

1. For a Burgefs for Tamworth, in the Counties of 
Warwick and Stafford, in the Room of Richard Swynfen 
Efq; deceafed. ' 

2. A Knight of the Shire for the County of York, in 
the Room of Sir Arthur Kaye, Bart. deceafed. 

3. A Burgefs for the Borough of Fowey in Cornwal, 
inthe Room of Nicholas Vincent, Efq; deceafed. 

4. For a Citizen fur the City of Gloucefter, in the Roo 
of ‘John Snell, Efq; deceafed. 

5. A Burgefs for the Borough of Petersfield in the 
County of Southampton, in the Room of Edmund Miller 
Serjeant at Law, who had accepted the Office ,of one of 
the Barons of the Exchequer in Scotland. 

6. A Burgefs for the Borough of Malden in Effex, in 
the Room of Sir ‘fohn Comyns, Knight, now one of the 
Barons of the Exchequer. 

7. A Burgefs for the Borough of Weymouth, and Mel- 
comb Regis in Dor/etfhire, in the Room of Thomas Pearfe, 
Efq; now one of the Commiffioners of his Majefty’s 
Navy. , 

8. A Burgefs for the Borough of Leftwithiel in Corn- 
wal, in the Room of Henry Parfons, Efg; now one of 
the Commiffioners for the Viftualling his Majefty Navy. 

g. And a Burgefs for the Borough of Hertford in the 
County of Hertford, in the Room of Edward Harrifon, 
Efq; now one of the Commiffioners for executing the 
Office of Poft-Mafter-Genera). 

The next Day, Mr. Speaker was order’d to iffue out 
his Warrants for four other new Writs, viz. 1. For a 
Burgefs for Downeton in Wilt/hire, in the Room of the 
Honourable ‘Join Verney, Efq; now fecond fuftice for the 
Counties of Glamorgan, Brecon and Radnor in Wales. 
z. A Burgefs for the Town of Cardiff in the County of 
Glamorgan, in the Room of Edward Stradling, Efq; de- 
ceafed. 3. A Knight of the Shire for the County of 
Dorfet, inthe Room of Thomas Strangeways, Efq; deceafed. 

‘q- And a Burgefs for Bodmyn in Cornwal, in the Room of 
Richard Weft, Efq: deceafed. 

On Thurfday the roth, Mr. Speaker was alfo ordered 
to iffue out his Warrant for a new Writ, for elefting a 

: : Burgefs 
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Burgefs for the Borough of Leiceffer in Leicefferfhire, in 
the Room of Sir Lawrence Carter, Knt. now one of the 
Barons of the Exchequer; after which, the Houfe pro- 
ceeded to take into Confideration his Majetty’s Speech to 
both Houfes, and a Motion being made, That a Supply 
be granted to his Majefty, the fame was referr’d to the 
Grand Committee of the next Day. Then Mr. Speaker 
was order’d to iffue out his Warrant for another new Writ 
fora Burgefs for Cockermouth in Cumberland, in the Room 
of Sir Thomas Pengelly, new Lord Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer. 

The next Day (Jan. 20th) Mr. Speaker was alfo or- 
der'd to iffue out his Warrant for another New Writ, for 
a Burgefs for Whitchurch in the County of Southampton, 
in the Room of Thomas Vernon, Efq; deceafed. Then in 
aCommittee of the whole Houfe, His Majefty’s Speech 
was taken into Confideration, and the Motion, that a 
Supply be granted to his Majefty, was unanimoully a- 
greed to. 

On Saturday the 21ft of January, Mr. Speaker was 
order’d to iffue out his Warrant for another Writ, for a 
Burgefs for Newport in the County of Southampton, in the 
Room of Charles Cadogan, Efq; now Lord Cadogan, call’d 
up to the Houfe of Lords; after which, Mr. Farrer, from 
the Committee of the whole Houfe, reported the prece- 
ding Day’s Refolution for a Supply, which was agreed 
to Nemine Contradicente ; and it was refolv’d to addrefs his 
Majefty for Eftimates of the Ordinary of the Navy; of 
the Charge for Guards, Garrifons and Land-Forces; and 
of the Office of Ordnance, for the Year 17273; A Lift of 
the Regimental and Warrant Officers in Half-Pay for the 
Year 1727, Accounts of the Services incurr’d, and not 
provided for by Parliament; how the Money given for 
the Service of the Year 1726, has been difpofed of; of 
all the Ships in Sea-Pay, employ’d in the Year 1726, in 
what Stations, with the feveral Comp!ements or Number 
of Men born or muftered in the faid Ships; State of 
the Debt of his Majefty’s Navy, as it ftood at Ciriftmas 
laft; an Account fhewing the Moneys arifen within the 
refpe&tive half Years, ending at Lady- Day, and Michaelmas 
laft paft, as well of or for the Exceffes or Surpluffes of the 
Funds commonly called the Aggregate Fund, the South 
Sea Fund, and the General Fund; and lafily, an Ac- 
count of fuch of the National Debts incurr’d before the 
25th of December 1726, as are redeemable by Parliament, 
with the Jntereft or Annuity attending the fame, = 
when 
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when fuch Intereft or Annuity will be reduced, and 
when the fame are redeemable. 

On Monday the 234 of ‘Fanuary, the Commons refolv'd 
to addrefs his Majefty for the Acceffion of the States Ge- 
neral tothe Treaty of Haxover, together with the feparate 
Articles, if there were any; as alfo for the Copies of 
fuch Memorials, and Letters with the Anfwers thereto, 
as paffed between his Majefty’s Minifters, and the Courts 
of Vienna and Spain, fince the Communication of the 
Treaty of Peace between the Emperor and the King of 
Spain, to his Majefty by the Emperor’s Minifter: But 
a Motion being made by Sir William Wyndham, and the 
Queftion put, to addrefs his Majefty, for a Copy of the 
Memorial prefented to the King of Sweden by Mr, 
Poyntz, his Majefty’s Envoy Extraordinary relating to 
the Acceflion of the Crown of Sweden to the Treaty of 
Hanover, dated Stockiolm the 4th of Fune 1726. As alfo 
another Motion being made, and the Queftion put, to 
addrefs his Majeity, for the Secret Offenfive Alliance be- 
tween the Emperor and the King of Spuin, both thefe 
Queftions were carried in the Negative, without Divi- 
ding. 

After this, the Commons, ina Grand Committee, con- 
fider’d of the Supply, and unanimoufly refolv’d, 1. That 
twenty Thoufand Men be employ’d for the Sea-Service 
for the Year 1727, beginning the ift of Fanuary 1726. 
2. That four Pounds per Man per Month be allow’d for 
Maintaining the faid 20,000 Men, for Thirteen Months, 
including the Ordnance for Sea Service: Which Refolu- 
tions being, the next Day, reported, were agreed by 
the Houfe. Thefame Day, moft of the Papers that had 
been call’d for, were laid before the Houfe. 

On Wednefday the 25th, the Commons, in a Grand 
Committee, confider’d further of the Supply, particu- 
larly with Relation to the Land Forces; and Mr. Pelham, 
Secretary of War, having fhewn the Neceflity of an Aug- 
mentation of about eight Thoufand Men, Dragoons and 
Foot, the fame was warmly oppofed by Mr. Shipper, 
Dr. Friend, Sir William Wyndham, Mr. Hungerford, and 
fome other Gentlemen; who were anfwer’d by Mr. Pel- 
bam, Colonel Bladen, Sir William Yonge, and General Wades 
fo. that it was, at laft, refolv'd by a Majerity of 250 
Voices againft 85, 1/#, That the Number of effe@tive 
Men to be provided, for Guards, Garrifons, and Land 
Forces for the Year 1727 be, (including 1850 Invalids, 
and 555 Men, which the fix Independent Companies 7 
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fit of, for the Service of the Highlands) Twenty fix 
Thoufand three hundred and eighty three Men; 2dly, 
That theSum of 885,494 Pounds 9 Shillings and 4 Pence 
be, granted for defraying their Charge ; 34/y, the Sum 
of 157,637/. 16s. 5 d. for the Garrifons in the Planta- 
tions, Minorca and America, and for Provifions for the 
Gatrifons of Annapolis Royal, Placentia, and Gibraltar, 
for the Year 17273 4fh/y, and the Sum of 30,750/. 19 5. 
gA. for defraying feveral extraordinary Expences and 
Services incurred, and not provided for by Parliament 5 
which Refolutions being the next Day reported, were 
agreed to by the Houfe. 

On Friday the 27th of January, Copies and Tranfla- 
tions of feveral Memorials, Letters, &c. relating to the 
Courts of Vienna and Spain, were laid before the Houfe 
and order’d to Jie on the Table ; after which ina grand 
Committee, the Commons confider’d of Ways ‘and Means 
to raife the Supply, and Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
having fhew’d the Neceflity of laying four Shillings in 
the Pound on Land, the fame was oppofed by fome 
Members, who alHedg’d, That it were more elegible to 
apply the Produce of the Sinking Fund, towards the 
prefent. Nécefhties ; but, at laft, by a Majority of 190 
Voices, againit 81, it was refolv’d, That towards rai- 
fing the Supply, the Sum of four Shillings in the Pound 
be. raifed in the Year 1727, upon Lands, Tenements, 
Hereditameftts, Penfions, Offccs and Perfonal Effates, 
in England and Wales, and a proportionable Cefs on Scot- 
land : Which Refolution being, the next Day reported, 
was.agreed to by the Houfe ; anda Bill was order’d to 
be brought in accordingly ; and then the Houfe ad- 
journ’d till the Tue/day following, by Reafon of the 
Martyrdom. of King-Charles I. 

Being met again, on the 31ft of ‘January, the Com- 
mons order’d the Thanks of their Houfe to be given to 
the Reverend Dr. William Baker, for the Sermon by him 

each’d before the Houfe, the Day before, and that he 

-defired to print the fame, Then Mr. Farrer prefent- 
edto the Houfe the Land-Tax Bill, which was receiv’d, 
readthe firft, and order’d to be reada fecond Time. 

n Wedne{day the firft of February, Mr. Chincellor of 
the Exchequer laid before the Commons, the Conven- 
tion between his Majefty and the Landgrave of He/e 
Caffel, dated March 12th, 1725-6, as alfo the Convention 
hetween. Great-Britain, the States General, and the 
Landgrave of Heje Caffel, dated the 13th of February 
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8701-25 and then the Land-Tax Bill was read the fecond 
time, and committed to a Comffittee of the whole 
Houfe. ‘ 

After this, the Gommons went into a grand Commit. 
tee toconfider of the Supply, and refulv’d to-grant, rift, 
the Sum of one Hundred Thoufand Pounds for the Charge 
of the Office of Ordnance, for Land-Service for the Year 
1727, and towards the extraordinary Stores fent to Gi- 
braltar and Port-Mahon, upon account. 2dly, The Sum of 
199,071 /. 75. 8d. for the Ordinary of the Navy (including 
half Pay for Sea Officers) for the Year 1727: Which Re- 
folutions being the next Day reported, were agreed to by 
the Houfe. The fame Day, Mr. Speaker was order’d to 
iffue out his Warrants for two new Writs, one for eleét- 
ing a Burgefs for Ludlow, in the County of Salop, in the 
Room of Atton Baldwin, Efq; deceafed ; the other for e- 
leSting 2 Burgefs for Higham-Ferrers, in the County of 
Northampton, in the Room of the Hon. ‘John Finch, Efq; 
who had accepted the Office of one of his Majefty’s 
Counfel Learned in the Law. 

That Day, Febr. 2d, the Commons in a grand Com- 
mittee, made a Progrefs in the Land-Tax Bill ; as they 
did alfo the next Day, and then adjourn’d to Monday the 
6th, when Mr. Sandys moved, ‘ Thatan humble Addrefs 
* be prefented to his Majefty, that he would be graciouf- 
* ly pleafed to communicate to this Houfe, Copies of 
* the Declaration, Letter, or Engagement, which in the 
© Marquefs de Poxobueno’s Letter to the Duke of New 
© caftle of the 21ft of December laft, is afferted to be a 
© Pofitive Promife, upon which the King of Spain founds 
* his peremptory Demand for the Reftitution of Gibral- 
* tar, which had been fo folemnly yielded to the Crown 
© of Great-Britain by the Treaty of Utrecht, and was af- 
© terwards confirm’d and granted to Great-Britain by the 





* King of Spain’s Acceffion to the Quadrapule Alliance.” 


This Motion was ftrenuoufly feconded and fupported by 
Sir William Wyndham, Mr. Hungerford, and Mr. William 
Pultegey, who, among other Particulars, took Notice of 
a Letter written in 1721, to one of the Emperor’s Pleni- 
potentiaries at Cambray, wherein a Promife for the Refti- 
tution of Gidraltar was exprefly mention’d: But they 
were ftrongly oppofed by Mr. Pelham, Mr. Thomas Bro- 
derick, Mr. Horatio Walpole, and his Brother Sir Robert 
Walpole. The latter did not difown, ‘ That fuch a Pro- 
* mife might indeed have been made, in a former Admi- 
* niftration; but this he was fure of, that if there jee 
¢ 












eee, ae ee ek Oe Oa 6 CU Cote Co oe Cul lo Ok 


_ 





a 
Ce 
le 


t- 
Rt, 
3¢ 
ar 
ji. 
of 
1g 
e- 
'y 
to 
t- 
ne 
C- 
of 
a3 


> 


's 


fi- 
“y 
he 
fs 
if- 
of 
he 
Ww 

a 
ds 
ale 
mn 
if. 
he 


a 


by 
am 
of 
lie 
ti. 
cy 
‘Qe 
rt 
0+ 
ni- 
as 
ch 













N° XLV = for the Tear 1727. or 


¢ fuch a Promife; it was upon certain Conditions, which 
« not having been perform’d, within the limited- Time, 
¢ was thereby become invalid ; and as for the Declara- 

tion, or Letter, the Communication of which was in- 
* fifted on, the fame was altogether impraéticable and 
* unprecedented ; the private Letters of Princes being 
* almoft as facred as their very Perfons.’ After a Debate, 
that lafted till about four in the Afternoon, the previous 
Queftion was put, whether the Queftion upon Mr. San- 
dys’s Motion fhould be put? Which was carried in the 
Negative, by a Majority of 204 Voices againft 97. 

The next Day, (Fedr. 7th) the Commons refolv’d to 
addrefs his Majetty for Copies of fuch Memorials and Re- 





_ prefentations as have been made to the Court of Wienna, 


concerning the Charter granted to the Ofiend Company, with 
the Anfwers thereto: After which, the Lord Morpeth 
(Eldeft Son to the Earl of Carlifle) moved, ‘ That ano- 
$ ther humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that 
* he would be gracioufly pleafed to dire€&t Copies to be 
* Jaid before this Houfe, of all fuch Memorials, or Re- 
* prefentations to his Majefty, from the Crowns of Swe- 
* denand Denmark, as did induce him to fend the Squa- 
* dron of Ships the laft Year into the Baltick, at fo great 
* an Expence to this Kingdom.’ This Motion was fe- 
conded by Sir William Wyndham; but the Queftion being 
put thereupon, the fame was oppofed by Sir William 
Yonge, Mr. Verney and Mr. Horatio Walpole. This lat 
Gentleman in a fet Speech that lafted an Hour and a half, 
with great Vehemence, endeavour’d by Arguments 
chiefly taken. out of a Pamphlet lately printed, inti- 
tuled, An Inquiry into the Reafons of the Condutt of Great- 
Britain, &%c. to juftify all the Steps that had been ta- 
ken by Great-Britain, fince his Majefty’s happy Accef- 
fion, particularly from the Opening of the Congrefs of 
Cambray, to this prefent Time, to preferve the Balance 
of Power, the Peace of Europe, and the Tranquillity of 
the North ; and with this lait View to prevent the (za- 
rina’s Defigns againft Sweden and Denmark, in favour of 
the Duke of Holftein. Mr. William Pulteney anfwer'd 
this Speech ; but was reply’d to bv Mr. Broderick, and 
fome other Gentlemen, fo that the Debate lafted till 
about five of the Clock in the Afternoon, when the 
Queftion being put upon the Lord Morpeth’s Motion, it 
pafled in the Negative by a Majority of 196 Voices 
againft 79. 

On Wednefday, the 8th, the Commons, in a grand 
Gommittee, went through the Land-Tax Bill, and veut 

L fever 















x 
i 














82 The Hiflorical Regifler N°XLV 


feveral Amendments thereto : The next Day, Mr. Chocke 
from the Exchequer, ‘prefented to the ‘Houfe an Account 
‘of ‘fuck of the National ‘Debts incurr’d-before the:25th of 
December 1716, as are redeemable, and when fuch Inte- 
rcft, or Annuity will be reduced, and when the fame are 
redeemable :- After which, upon Mr. ‘Myddileton’s: Report 
from the Committee, to whom the Petition of Edward 
Conway Efq;' (one of the Mafters in Ordinary to the High 
Court of! Chancery) was referr’d,.a’ Motion was mate, 
and the Queflion*put, That a’ Bill be brought in for en- 
larging the Time for Edward Cunway, Efq; to pay in 
the ‘Balance of ‘his-Account ? Rut the fame was carried 
in the Negative ; fo that, purfuant to an. A€&t in that be 
half, he was tobe divefted of his Place of Mafler, the 
Produce whereof was to be apply’d to the Payment of 
the faid Balance. 
On Friday, the toth,. Mr. Farrer reported the Amend- 
_ments made by the grand Committee to the: Land-Tax 
Bill,’ feveral of which were agreed to; as;were alfo the 
sefi the next Day, and the faid Billeorder’d to be ingrof- 
fed. The fame Day,’ Mr. Pelham Sectctary: at War, pre- 
fented to the Houle, an Eftimate of 4000 Horfe and 8060 
Foot of his Highne/s the Landrave of ‘Heffe-Caffel, from 





the iftof April to the 24th of. December'1727, flipulated | 


a Convention between his Majefty and the faid Landgrave ; 
and then the Houfe adjourn’d to Monday the 13th of Fe 
bruary. 

Upon that Day, Mr. Rudge prefented to the Houfe 
the Repert of the Truftees for the South-Sea Company, 
which was order’d to lie on the ‘Table :» Then upon the 
Order‘of the Day, for the Houfe to go into a grand Com- 
mittee’ to confider of the Supply, feveral Papers: were 
referr’d to the fuid Committee, viz. the Copy and Tran- 
flation of the Convention between Great-BSritain, the 
States-Genera], and the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel, Febru- 
. ary13th, 1701-2: The Eftimate of the Charge of 4000 
Horfe and 8000 Foot of the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel, 
from the rit of April, to the 24th December 1727. «The 
Eftimate of the Charge of the Out-Penfioners of Chelfea- 
Hofpital for the Year 1727 3 and the Lift of the: reduced 
Officers of his Majefty’s Land-Forces and Marines upon 


Half-pay in Great-Britain, with an Eftimate of »the 


Charge thereof for the Year1727. At the fame time, 
a Motion was made by the Courtiers, and the Queftion 
was propofed, * That the Account fhewing how the Money 
© given for the Service of the Year 1726, has been difpofed 
* of, diftinguifhed under the feveral. Heads, until the fief 
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© Dayof February 1726, and the Parts thereof remaining 
$ unfatisfied with the Deficiency thereupon, be referr’d to 
© the faid Committee : But there being in that Account, 
an Article of the Sum of one hundred and twenty five 
thoufand Pounds, charged, in general Terms, as ijfued out 
for other Engagements and Expences over and above fuch as 
are therein particularly /pecified, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Onflow, 
and Mr. William Pulteney ftrenuoufly infifted, that before 
the faid Account of the Deficiently “of the la@ Year’s 
Grants, was referr'd to the Grand Committee (which 
Reference, according to the Ufage of Parliaments, ta- 
citly implies an Acquiefcence in the Difpofa) of the 
Moneys therein mentioned) the Houfe thal! be acquaint- 
ed with a particular Difpofition of fo confiderable a Sum 
as that of 125,000. This was as ftrongly eppofed by 
Sir William Strickland, Mr. Horatio Walpole, and Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; fo that the previous 
Queftion being put, That the Queftion be. put, upon 
the Motion before-mention’d, the fame occafion’d a De- 
bate that lafted till about fix in the Evening, when the 
faid previous Queftion being call’d for, it was refolv'd 
inthe Affirmative, by a Majority of 178 Voices againtt 
78; and then. the main Queftion being put, it was or- 
der’d, That the faid Account be referr’d to the fuid Com- 
mittee, 

Then the Houfe refolv’d it felf into a grand Commit- 
tee, to confider of the Supply, and came to the follow- 
ing Refolutions, viz. 1. That the Sum of 60,c09/. be 
granted upon Account, to reduced Officers of his Ma- 
jefty’s Forces and Marines for the Year 1727. 

2. The Sum of 4847 /. 2s. 6d. upon Account, for 
Out-Penfioners of Chelfea-Ho/pital for the Year 1727. 

3. The Sum of 50,000/. to compleat the Sum of 
125,000 /. due and payable to the Landgrave of He/Ji- 
Caffel, for raifing, maintaining, and keeping a Body of 
12000 Men for his Majefty’s Service, purfuant to the 
Treaty between his Majefty and the faid Landgrave of 
Heffe-Caffel, dated the 12th Day of March 1725-6. 

4 The Sum of 170,000 /. upon Account for the Subfid y 
to the Landgrave of Heffe Cajfel, and the Pay of twelve 
Thoufand Men. of his Forces to be taken into his Ma- 
_ jefty’s Service, and the Pay of a Liewtenant-General to 
_ command the faid twelve Thoufand Men, and for Fo- 
tage-Money, Waggon-Money, and other neceffary Char- 
ges relating thereto, purfuant.to the fame Treaty. 

§- The Sum of 160,306/. 175. §4. to mike good 
the Deficiency of the Grants for the Service of tle Voor 
$726. | L3 oT nis 
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This laft Refolution having occafion’d a warm De- 
bate, and being like to meet with great Oppofition, by 
reafon of the 125,c00 Pounds above-mention’d, it wa 
the next Morning (February 14th) moved, and refolv’d, 
without dividing, to addrefs his Majefty for a particu. 
lar and diftin’t Account of the Diftribution of the Sam of 
12§,000 1. which (in an Account /aid before the Houfe, 
thewing how the Money given forthe Year 1726, has 
been difpofed of) is charged to have been iffued for other 
Engagements and Expences, over and above fuch as are 
therein particularly /pecified, for the fecuring tpe Trade of 
this Kingdom, and preferving the Peace of Europe, and of 
the Time or Times when the faid Sum of 125,000 Pounds was 
iffued and diftributed. After this, Mr. Farrer reported 


the five Refojutions on the Supply above-menvion’d, | 
the four firft of which were readily agreed to, as was | 


alfo the fifth, after a fmall Debate. This done, it was 
order’d, That the proper Officers lay before this Houfe, 
an Account of all Exchequer Bills ftanding out at Chrift- 
mas 1716, what have been fince made out, what have been 
paid off and cancell’d, in what manner difcharged, what 
has been paid for Intercft, and for the Charge of Manage- 
ment, and of circulating and paying the faid Exchequer 
Bil's, and what'Exchequer Bills are now ftanding out. 


On Wednefday the 15th, the Commons read the third ° 


Time the Land-Tax Bill, which was pafs’d, and fent 
up to the Lords. Thenext Day, a Petition of feveral 
Merchants trading to Legorn in Italy, was prefented to 
the Houfe, and read, fetting forth, That his Majetty’s 
Conful, with the Majority of the Britifh Merchants re- 
fiding at Legiorn, have, for many Years paft, ufed to 
receive from Merchants and Traders of all Nations, fe- 
veral fmall Duties on Tonnage, and Bale Goods im- 
ported into that Port, in Britifm Shipping, to be apply’d 
to Pious and Publick Ufages ; but the Payment of the 
faid fmall Duties hath, of late been avoided, by Con- 
fignments of Goods to Strangers and Foreigners, to the 
great Difadvantages of his Majefty’s Subjetts, and pray- 
ing, That Leave may be given to bring in a Bill for 
charging the faid Duties upon all Goods and. Merchan- 
dizes imported into Leghorn in Briti/h Shipping, whe- 
ther they be configned to his Majefty’s Subje&ts or Fo 


reigners, in the Great Duke of Tu/cany’s Dominions, © 


with fuch proper Powers for the receiving and recover« 
ing the fame of the Maftets of Ships, as fhall be necef> 
fury, or that the Petitioners may be otherwife relieved, 
as to the Houle thall feem meet; »Which Petition was 
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yeferr’'d to the Confideration of a Committee, who. were 
impower’d to fend for Perfons, Papers, and Records. 
After this, another Petition of George Town/fend, junior, 
Montague Bacon, .“fuhn Atwood, and ohn Burton, late 
Commiffioners for Licenfing Hawkers, &:. was prefent- 
ed to the Houfe, and read, praying, That Leave may 
be given to bring in a Bill to enable the Lords Come 
miflioners of his Majefty’s Treafury to compound with 
the Petitioners for a Debt due to the Crewn, occalion’d 
by the Defiult of Mr. Thomas Tomkins \ate Cathier of the 
faid Ofice, who hath withdrawn himfelf into Parts be- 
yond the Seas, or that they may have fuch other Relief 
as to the Houfe fhall feem meet: And Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchejuer having acquainted the Houfe, That 
the Petitioners Cafe having been reprefented to his Ma- 
jefty, his Majefty had commanded him to acquaint this 
Houfe, That his Majefty gave his Confenr, that fucha 
Bill might be brought into this Houfe, as was defir’d by 
the Petitioners ; the faid Petition wus referr’d to a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe. 

After this it was order’d, that the Houfe be called 
over on Tuefilay the 28th Day of this Inftant Feéruarys 
and a Bill to enforce the Laws for the Tranfportation of 
Felons, &c was read the fecond Time, and committed 
to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

The next Day (February 17.) after the reading of fee 
veral Petitions, which were referr’d to Committees, a 
Bill was order’d to be brought in for punifhing Mutiny and 
Defertion, and for the better Payment of the Army and 
their Quarters ; as alfo another Bill for the better Kegu- 
lation of the Woollen Manufaéture, and for preventing Dif- 
putes among the Perfons concern’d therein. After this, ina 
Grand Committee on Ways and Means to raife the Sup- 
ply, it was refolved to continue the Malt-Tax from the 
23d Day of ‘June 1727 to the 24th Day of Sune 17235 
and then the Houfe adjourn’d to Monday the 20th of 
February. 

That Day, Mr. Frecker, from the Treafury, prefented 
to the Houfe, A Copy of the Report made to the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury, by Edward Harley and 
Thomas Foley, Efqrs. and by Mr. Nicholas Paxton, dated 
the 26th of February 1723-4, relating to the Debt due 
to the Crown, occafion’d by the Default of Mr. Thomas 
Tomkins, Cathier to the late Commitlioners for Licenfing 
Hawkers, Pediars, and petty Chapmen, with feveral 
Papers thereto annexed, which were a)! referr’d to the 
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Mr. Pelham prefented to the Houfe a Bill for puniffing 
Mutiny and Defertion, &c. which was read the firft, and 
order’d to be read a fecond Time ; by which Time the 
King being come to the Houfe of Lords, with the ufual 
State and Solemnity, and the Commons being fent for up, 
and attending, his Majefty gave the Royal Affent to.An 
At for granting an Aid to his Majefty by a Land-Tax to be 
raifed in Great Britain for the Service of the Year 1727, 
and to Two Naturalization Aéts. 

The Commons being return’d to their Houfe, Mr. 
Farrer reported the Retolution for continuing the Malt- 
Tax a Year longer, which was agreedto, and a Bill or- 
dered to be brought in thereupon. 

The next Day (February 21.) Mr. Speaker was or- 
der’d to iffue out his Warrant for a New Writ, for elcét- ' 
ing a Burgefs for the Borough of Buckingham in the Coun- 
of Bucks, in the Room of Richard Grenville, Efq; de- 
ceas'd. Mr. Farrer prefented to the Houfe, a Bill for 
continuing the Duties upon Malt, &c. which was read the 
firft, and order’d to be read a fecond Time: And then Mr. 
Treafurer reported to the Houfe, That their Addrefs of 
Tuefday laft (that his Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed 
to direst the proper Officers to lay before this Houfe, a par- 
ticular and diftinét Account of the Diftribution of the Sum 
of One hundred and twenty five thowfand Pounds, which 
€in an Account Jaid before this Houfe, fhewing how the 
Money given for the Year 1726 has been difpos’d of} 
is charged to have been iffued for other Engagements and Ex- 
penses, over and above fuch as are therein particularly [pe- 
cify'd, for the fecuring the Trade of this Kingdom, and pre- 
lerving the Peace of Europe, and of the Time or Times when 
the faid Sumof One hundred and twenty five thoufand Pounds 
was iffued and diftributed ) had been prefented to his Ma- 
jefty; and that his Majefty had commanded him to ac- 
quaint this Houfe : That the Sum of Money mention’d in 
this Addre{s has been iffucd and disburfed, purfaant to the 
Power given to his Majefty by Parliament, for neceffary Ser- 
vices and Engagements of the utmoft Impurtance to the 
Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, and the Tranguils 
lity of Europe, and which require the greateft Secrecy ; 
and therefore a particular and difiinét Account of the Dij- 
tribution of it, cannot poffibly Ze given, without a manifest 
Prejudice to the Publick. 

Hereupon Mr. William Pulteney endeavour’d te thew 
the Infuficiency of that Anfwer, alledging, among 
other Reafons, ‘ That. he had an entire Confidence in his 
* Majetty’s great Wifdgim, paternal Care, and Royal, 
othe © Word ; 
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* Words: but»that, when iin the laft Seffion.the Houfe 
‘came to.a Refolution, effeétually to provide for and 
© make, good all {uch Expences and: Engagements as should be 
‘ .wade,,for the Security of .the Trade and Navigation of 
© this Kingdom,.and for the Prefervation of the Peace.of 
* Europe ; the Commons did not thereby diveft them- 
*felves of their undoubted Right.of being acquainted 
‘ with the\Difpofition of publick Money ; that if they 
* gave up fo effential a ;Right, that Houfe would be- 
* come altogether ufelefs; or ferve only blindly to ap- 
‘ prove of, and regifter the Acts and Deeds of the Minif- 
‘ters. That she did. not, in the leaft, doubt the iffuing 
‘and Disbutfement of the 125,200/. in Queflion, for 
. ‘neceflary Services: .But that if they were fatisfied with 
_ ‘fuch,.asgeneral Account, the fame might, in future 
*; Reigns,:prove.a very.dangerous Precedent, and ferve 
* tocover Imbezilmentsof the publick Treafure: Where- 
‘fore he moved, ‘That a-further humble Addre/s be made 
* to his Majefty, humbly reprefenting the indi{putable Right 
© of this Houfe, to.have particular and diftinét Accounts laid 
‘ before them of the Dif{pofition of all Money granted Sy this 
* Houfe, for ithe Service of the Publick , and that this House 
* did moft earneftly befeach his Majefty, that he would be 
* gracioufly,pleafed.tourder fuch an Account of the 125,000 /. 
“ faid ta,have: been expended for fecuring the Trade of this 
* Kingdom, and. preferving the Peace of Europe, tobe furth- 
‘ with laid before this Hou/e. 

This-Motion. was feconded by Mr. Shippen, but was op- 
pofed by Mr. Doddington, .Mr, Lewis, Sir William Yonge, 
and -feveral other Gentlemen, upon which there was a 
high and warm Debate, from one till about fix in the Af- 
ternoon. It was reprefented in general on the Court: fide, 
© That the Sum in Queftion was inconfiderable, and that 
‘ it-was impoffible effeStually to carry on important Ne- 
*. gotiations, without expending a great deal Money in 
* fecretiService.? -And Mr. St.<fohn Broderick mention’d, 
in, particular, a Gafe inthe late Queen’s Reign, when the 
Commons acquiefced in fuch.a general Anfwer, for a 
more confiderable Sum. The Precedent. by him quoted 
was read by the Clerk,. as follows : 

* On the s6thiof January 1710-11, Mr. Secretary St. 

- John, acquainted the Commons, that their Addreffes of 
‘ the sth.end 8th Infant, had_been prefented to her Ma- 
~< jefty, That.the would be- pleafed to. give Direétion to 
* the proper Officers.to. lay Tetrasbe Houfe, Accounts 





* relating to the Poundage and Days Pay, deducted out 
* of the Pay of the Army ;.0f the Deficiencies of the 


© Grants, 
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© Grants, and of the Funds fince Michaelmas 1701 of 
* the Payment of her Majefty’s Proportion of Subfidies 
to her Allies; of all the Penfions, payable out of the 
Revenue, and Warrants and Direétions for Penfions; 
and alfo of the Diftributions of the Contingencies, and 
Forage and Waggon Money, granted for the Forces in Flan. 
ders, in her Majefty’s Pay, and of the Diftributions of the 
Money granted for Contingences of the Guards, Garrifons 
ard Land. Forces in Great-Britain : And that her Majefty 
had been pleafed to give Direétions for laying all the 
faid Accounts before this Houfe, (except the Accounts 
of Contingences) and that the Account touching the 
Deficiences of the Grants and Funds, had already been 
Jaid before the Moufe ; and that other of the Accounts 











Houfe; but that as to the Account of Contingencies, it 
was not pofible from the Nature of the Service, which 
requires the utmoft Secrecy, for any Account of them to 
be made; but that they were really diftributed. 
Some Objeétions were raifed to this Precedent, as if 
the Cafe was not parallel: Befides which, Mr. Onflow, 
. and fome other Gentlemen, chiefly infifted on the Pro- 
mife made to the Houfe the laft Seffion, by a great Man 
in the Adminiftration, That they fhould have a ae 
Account. of all the Money that fhould be expended upon that 
Vote of Credit, which Promife induced the Houfe to come fo 
readily intoit. They were anfwer'd by Sir William Strick- 
land, Mr. Trelawny, Mr: Conduit, and Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, to whom Sir Thomas Hanmer reply’d; 
after which the Queftion, upon Mr. Pulteney’s Motion, 
being call’d for, the Houfe divided, and it was carried 
in the Negative, by a Majority of 235 Voices againft 
110. Then it was moved, and refolv’d, without divi- 
ding, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
to return his Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe, for his great 
Care and Wifdom, in taking fuch Steps, and entring into fuch 
Engagements, as his Majefty thought would beft conduce 
to the Security of the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, 
and to the Prefervation of the Peace of Europe ; And to 
affure His Majefty, That this Houfe, placing an entire 
Confidénce in His Majefty’s Goodnefs and Regard for the 
true Intereft of his People, «will fland by and fupport his 
Majefty in all fuch further Meafures as his Majefty fhall find 
neceffary and expedient for preventing a Rupture, and for 
the Honour and Advantage of thefe Kingdoms. 
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were preparing, and would foon be laid before the | 















